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OITY CHIMES,

Tho report of the Public Schools of Halifax for the past year submitted
by Supervisor MacKay shows vur schools to be in many respects in a vory
satisfactory condition, and we fecl suro th's report will bo read with intereat
by parents, teachors and pupils as woll as all who aro intorested iu the
progress and requirements of tho public echools. The returns show a
atight decreaso in tho number of pupi's enrolled, which was doubtless due
to the provalonce of diphtheria in tho city during the winter of 1891
Mr. MacKay pointa out some deofects in the present courso of study pursued
iu our achools which deserve careful congideration. It is oyly too true that
tho average pupil is already overburdened with many and difficult studios
and could not advantageounsly take up more subjects, but it is equally true
that too much time i3 devoted to nnnocesary detnis that might well be
given {o more important work. We quote Mr. MacKay's remarks with
regard to the prosent system of study:—'* I have already indicated how
re m could bo made for the study of composition and literature by letting
them take the placo of grammar, geography and history as at present taught
use up altogether too much of the pupil's energy. It is true that they do
not take up very much time in school. Bat in the form of long and tedious
memorizing of dates and unimportant facts, of lists of cipes, rivers and
ancient statistics they leave the conscientious scholar scarcely time for
necessary sleep. Now the fault lies partly in the text-books as well as in
the teachers, and arises partly from the tyranoy of oppressive examinations,
The tex'-book in British history contains 227 pages of uniformly small
mounotonous type, together with a table of 500 dates. No differonce of
lotter press discrinipates the more important datesor paragraphs of the text,
nor do any historical maps illuminatoe its dreary pages. Although it is ably
and impartially written, yot a book of half tho number of words with
illusirstive maps for differ nt periods and places wou'd suit our schools
much better. The text on its various pages would leave upon the memory
a much more cunduring impression. We aro not yet yeady to smile at
judicious memoric helps. Our larger geography, though superior in type
and mayps, is likewise too ponderous. The fact is that this bouk is not at a ]
neded. Toe junior geography simewhat enlarged would bs all that is
necessary for the common schoo's. For the Academy a small hand-book
such ss Mill's commercial geography with an atlas would give the best
resulls. Let the pupils have shourt lessons in these subjects and let them
be encouraged to read extensively works of travel and history.” W think
all interested will heartily endorse the Supervisor's opinion on this important
topic. and as those who have received a public school training recall the
long hours spont in committing to memory uninteresting and really
unimportant facts, as quickly forgotten as learned. we feel sure tne general
opinion will be that this is a defict urgent'y requiring remedy The
Departments of Msnual trainiog and Kindergarten work which have been
sdded to the public school system have proved very successful, and good
work is being dene in both classee. Mr. MacKay earnestly advocates a
course of professional training for teachers, a * parental home” for uonru'y
and unmanageable boys, to be under the charge of a superior teacher and
under the control of the School Bo:rd, and speaks favorably with regird
to the establishment of a cooking school in conunection with the schools of
Halifax. There is no reason why any child in our city may not obtain a
good, practical education. and we are glad to hear encouraging reports of tha
advancement being made in the provision of educational faci ities for the
coming men and women of our land.

We havo never sided ith those in our city who deride the military
nor with th se to whom familiari y with the sons of Mars means social
nirvana ; but we have frequently expressed our contompt for those who
toady after the officers, and for some of tho latter who have not shown the
hall mark of gentility in their boaring towards Halifaxians Ve therefore
feel free to speak plainly on the subjuct of the rozent tsbogsin mishaps
which, 1t appears, were 1v & large measuro dae to the inexpericnce of the
gentlemen of the garrison who undertook, unwisely, tho management of
tobouggans and the care of young ladies. The recklessoess of th: girls is
spparent ; but one is at a loss tu uaderstand why any young lady would
care to confide hersell to the unskiiled guidance of a novice in the somewhat
dangerous sport of tobogganing, rather than to some tiied and well-p:oved
Halifux lad, just for the reasun that the former btears H r Majesty’s com-
misston. It would be wise for strangers to perfect themsolves in the art of
going down hill bef.re 1uvitiog young ladies to accompany them, and tho
latter, for the sake 4f sound bunes had botter not take the risks of a 1andum
descest on the ciadel. Wo do not mean to say that officers should not
toboggen, but tha, they shuuld learn how to.; and to the credit of most of
them be 1t said they aro not slow at makitg themselves at home in our
winter sports.

Suvday will be St. Valentine's Day. The ancicnt custom of celobrat-
ing the 14th of Februsry by the sending of love tokens appears to be
gradually dying out, and in this matter of fact age our young people con-
sider this mode of expressing their feelings very much out of date.
Peorhaps Cupid 19 growing less sentimental ard diffident as the yoars go by,
and the victims ot the blinded little ged ate not prompted in theso later
days to thus declare their dovotion to the fair object of their choico, At
any rate the custom 1s a pretty ouo and has at least sge on its side to com
mend 1t. It bas been said that Saint Valentine * was & man of most
adonrable parts and 30 famous for hus love and charity that the custom of
choosing Valentines upon his festival touk its rise from thenco.” After
pezusing the lengthy hists of bachelors resid:nt in our city and the towns
round about, which have of late been published in tho columns of one of
our contemporaries, 11 secms t.at it is abou! time to revive the custom
which was such a boon in times gono by to bashful lovers.

Tho eacrod concort to ho given by the choir of Trinity Church on the
23rd of this month gives every indication of being a vory enjoyable onter-
tainwment for all who appreciate sacred musie.

Tho carnival at the Exhibition Rink on Tuesday eveniug noxt promisecs
to bo a grand affsir, and the public will probably turn outin large numbers
to seo *what is to bo seen.” Ths ladies and gentlemen of the private
afternoon party who aro to take part in the cotillion are porfecling them-
solves in their art by practice, and a very enjyablo evening is aaticipated
on this fostive occasion. Tho 66th aud Leicestershire bands will furnish
music.

St. Patrick's Minstrels are proparing o firat-class proyramme, consisting
of now songs, witly stories, etc., for tho ontertainmont to bo given by thom
on Monday evening, 15th inst., st the Academy of Music, and will no
doubt furnish tkeir audienco o limitless fund of amusement. This popu-
lar company has won many laurels in the city, and has an enviablo reputa-
tion for truly enjoyable minsirel shows, and woe feel ynito safo in predicting
a substantial welcomo on Mounday evening. Tho proceeds of this porforia-
anco are to go towards the building fund of St. Mary's new Glebo House,

Tho energetic company of amatours who are to present the comedy
entitled ¢ School ”’ at the Acadewy of Music on Tuesday, March Ist, desorve
a largo and appreciative audionce. This company consists of several well-
known ladies and gentlemen of this city, assisted by a few of our Militery
friends who are ever ready to help forward any worthy social movement.
The fact that tho proceeds of this ontertainmeont are to be Jevoted towards
paying for the new drop cutain and scenery of the Academy stsge which
is now being finished by the woll-kmown Halifax srtist, William Gill,
should appesal to the hear s (and pockote) of all patriotic theatre-goers of
Halifx.

Supervisor McKay in his report to the school board speaks favorably of
teaching boys as woll as girls the use of the ncedle. In this we heartily
concur. \When we went to school the boys were allowed to bring various
gorts of plain and fancy work to do during sewing hour, and they proved
fully a3 industrious as the girl members of the sewing circle. Every boy
ghoulr. bo taught at least to sew on buttons, for there are times in tho affairs
of m¢n when female assistance iz not available, and even a small amount of
krowledge of this useful art is a valuable possession. It will not make
Bettys of the boys to teach them this, and more, of sewing, and will serve
to interest thewmn in the hour devoted to needle wo:k. It is well worthy the
consideration of our educationists.

Aroe all tho grumblors, as woll as the good-natured people, satisfisd with
this weather 7 It isto be hoped so, for if not wo are afraid tho beat is not
good enough for them and they must neods turn their footsleps to some
more congenial clime for full gratification. The bountiful fa!l of snow has
turned our darkaoss into light and the transformition is very plaasing.
The fina sleighing and typical winter weather of this week has hrigotenod
the aspect of our social as well as businces lifo, and the-clear and oxifarat-
ing air, not too cold, is thorough'y enjoyable ; for as somoaspiring p-et said

*When ice iz thick and deep's the snow
Aod wiater days are drear, O'!

Man wants but littlo here below

Zero”

Toboganning, snowshosing, skating and sleighing parlies have been
taking full advantage of the delightfal opportunities afforded for the
healsh-giving sports of our Canadian winter.

Tha entertainments given on Thursday and Friday ovonings of last week -fi

by Zera Somon at the Acidemy of Music, uader the auspices of the Wan-
derers Amateur Athletic Assuctation, did mot at ract as lirge audiences as
had beon anticipated, though Professor Somon wasat his best, aud the long
hist of wenders he performed on these uecisions were very interesting and

provided much amusemen* to those present. The Club wili realize about

one hundred dollars frow these porf,rmances.

Among the many merry partics who have taken advantage of the

excellent sleighy: g this week noue appeared to mote thoroughly enter into B
the spinit of tho occasion and thoroughly enjoy the ¢ ficeting moments »
than the Soctal Club, who, starting from their new club rooms, corner of ‘Ri
Duke and Barrington Stree:s, on Tuesday afternoon drove to Bodford and S

thero partook of a bountiful rep:st. The '*boss bakers” of the city slso

had their drive on Tuesday. The snowy moonlit roads present a fascinating § "'~
prospect fur all in search of pleasure, and the merry jinglo of the bells and g%
happy voices of the young that resonad on the evening air testify that many B

hearts are echoing the words of the old song:—

¢ Oh what fun it is to rido
In a one-horeo open sleigh.”

Tho concerts to be given this evening and to-morrow_evoning at the- .
Academy of Music, under the patronagoe of his Honor ﬂ}o Lieut.-Governor, ‘ER
by tho full band of the Leicestershire Regiment are going to be worthy of $8

exteusive patronage  Ono of the attractions of the programme will bo a
display of the famous Mrs. Jarley's waxworks, which have been brought to

Halifax for tlis occasion, and which will doublless ba very intoresting. |

The ladies of tho Regimont bave intercsted themselves in theso ontortain- B85
munts and bave spared no pains to onsure succoss. B

And what shall T say more? for tho time would fail we to %oll of all the virtues T
Puttnor’s Emulsion, B




