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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Senator McMaster, to whose princely bequest we referred last week, has
exdowed McMaster Baptist College to the extent of §40,000 per annum.
This at once places the institution beyond the pale of pecuniary want, and
shiould enable it to do most effective educational work. What would not
‘wme of our denominational colleges give to be the recipients of such a
Jegacy?  But we must not forget that George Munro's gifts to Dalliousic

:College aggregate $20,000 per annum during the life of the benefactor, and
the end is oot yet.

A French scientist has made an analysis by which he proves that man is
:comprised of thirteen elements, five of which are gases, and cight sohds.
:The gases ate oxygen, hydrogen, nitrogen, chlorine and fluorine, the solids
ibeing carbon, phosphorous, sulphur, calcium, potassium, sodium and iron.
:The average man contains 3} oz. of sulphur, and 1} oz. of iron, but the
{hon-average man who explodes without provocation or gets frightfully angry
wtbout cause, has more sulphur in his composition than is good for him,

Ivhile the hard old flinty money-grub has an under sharo of iron in his
iconstitution.

The railway pass system in Britain has become an intolcrable abuse,
and the public are beginning to question the right of the richest people in
the country to travel over the railways frec of cxpense. Not only do the
members of the Royal Family enjoy this privilege, but it is also extended to
toblemen and their families, to officials, members of parliament, and other
grandecs, to say nothing of the poor relatives who are not slow to appreciate
ithe boon of a ticketless ride. The trouble with the pass system is that the

ipublic who use and pay for the use of the railways are muicted for the
ibenefit of the dead-heads.

Mr. Evarts, in a recent speech at Chautauqua, said that the drain of
population from the farmiag lands in the Eastern States had taken from
New England two-thirds of her sons. He added : * There will be a return-
g wave from the West. Byand by these deserted lands will be repopulated
.and will increase in value,” This bears out that which we have always
claimed, namcly, that so long as the Canadian or American West offered
fiee grants of land to scttlers, the bonce and sinew would go forward to
occupy them.  We do nat object to young men leaving Nova Scotia, if by
% doing they can in any way better their positions, but we do swrongly
deprecate that pessimism which tends 1o belittle the resources of this grand
old Province, and to scatter the sceds of discontent among those who are
ailed ypon to carn their bread within its borders,
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A submarine tunnct between Scotland and Ircland is again beung dis-

cussed. ‘The latest proposal is to run it from the Mull of Cantyre to Fair
Head in Antrim, about ten miles distant.

We would not imagine that the manufacture 6f articles in mother of
pearl could form a very important industry, and yet in Vienna the crude
material costs annually 31,500,00, while the manufactured product sells for
$5.000,000. Thus mother of pearl becomes the father of wealth,

Among the ‘I'ransbaikal Coseacks the wealth of individuals is measured
by the nuwber of horses they respect’vely possess, and so great is their

= | number that it is cstimated that there are 122 horses per 100 inhabitants.

In that country a beggar upon horseback cannot be an unusual sight.

Mr. I'eink, of the New York Nation, is the author of a philosophic
treatise on ‘“ Remantic Love and Personal Beauty.” The subject matter of

rconsumcrs are charged in other cities,

this work is dealt with from an ancient as well as a modern standpoint; and
is discussed in both its national and individual aspect. How to fall in love
and how to fall out of love, in other words, how to win and cure love, has a
special chapter devoted to it. Mr. Feink is an able anthropologist, and
doubtless should be considered an authority upon such matters, but the
student will find that a knowledge of human nature is not to he gathered
from books—experience alone teaches,

‘The King of Abyssinia is not content to have the Red Sea literal under
the control of the Italian Government, and he is therefore now advancing
on Massowah, at the head of a large army, which is said to be officered by
Russians. The Italians hold an Island stronghold in the harbor at Masso-
wah which King John will find it difficult tu take, even if he should suéceed
in making his way to the coast, which Italy will not allow him to do with-
out contesting cvery foot of ground. Before the end of the month, we will
mobably hear of battle and bloodshed, but the conflict in that rainless
country will likely be short, sharp and decisive.

The sanctity of the mzrriage tie, which 1s so disrcgarded in some parts
of the ["nited States that there is one divorce for every six marriages, has
hitherto in Canada, with a few exceptions, been very generally respected.
Public opinion has strongly condemned the divorce of married persons, and
we trust, for the well-being of Canadian society, that it will long continue
fo do so. Such a spectacle as that recently witnessed in Chicago, when five
judges were at one time kept busily cngaged in listening to divorce suits,
and by decrees of the court made two hundred individuals out of one
hundred couples, is one calculated to make sober-minded men think twice.

‘The Turkish Porte has always nad the credit of being a weak-kneed
body. but its latest propostion, that Bulgaria shuuld be juimly governed by
a Russian and a Turk of princely rank, can scarcely be credited. o be
sure it suggests that the joint rule shall last for but tliree months, and that
then the Sobrange, or Bulganan Parhament, should elect a ruler, but who
can measie the consequences of acknowledging Russia’s claim to control
in Bulgaria. If we are not mistaken, at the close of three wonths the
unspeakable Turk would find that Count Putof or General Procrastinationoff,
had obtained such an influence in Sofia as would reader the presence of
the Porte's representative quite unnecessary.

Why do not the Conservative journals in the Maritime Provinces
emphatically express theit views as to Mr. Taird holding the seat for
Queens County, sccing that he did not obtain a majority of the votes
potled. Mr. Baird, returning officer Dunn, and the Conservative caucus of
Queens may imagine that honest Conservatives endorse the action they have
taken, but if they could know what is really thought of the course they have
followed, they would hide their diminished heads for very shame, and call
upon the clectors to ~hose their representative in Parliament.  Mean,
despicable trickery is«  eprehensible in politics as in the other affairs of
life, but if Mr. Baird chooscs to stick to his seat he must be content to have
the odium of his action stick to him for life.

Previous to its present contract, the gis company of Montreal supplied
the citizens with gas at S1.90 per thousaud feet, and having a monopoly of
the business, the sharcholders in the gas company packeted an annual divi-
dend of twenty-one and a half per cent.  Four years ago, the same company
applicd for a new lease, offering to put v gas at the rate of 31-50 per thou-
sand feet, and making the charge per gas lamp $21 50. A new company of
prominent Montreal merchants agreed to supply gas to the citizens at $1.00
per thousand fcet, and making the chasge per gas lamp at St5.00. By somie
uncxplainable mearns the old company obtained the contract, but an nvesti-
gation, which 1s now being held, has alrcady brought to light some curious
facts, which iudicate that Montreal, ike New York, has its aldermanic
boodlers. By the way, speaking of the price of gas, why does the Halifax
gas company not keep abreast of the age with respect 10 the reductions in
charges. Two dollars per thousand fect is two or three times as much as

ed 1n The popular light is the cheap
light, and the cheap light insures increased consumption.




