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WE bave for the past wine years cndeavored to
turnish the Volunteer Force of Catada with
a puperworthy of theirsupport, but, weregret
Lo sy, have not inet with that Lingitle on-
conragement which wo contidently espected
when wo undertook the  publication of %
paper wholly devoted to thelr intecosts, We
now apt eal 10 1helr ehtvalry and ask cuch
of onr subhrcribers to procure aunother, orton
person dending us the names o! four or five
new subseribers and tho money —will be eh-
titled torecerve one copy for the yearfrce. A
ihitie exertion on the part of our fifends would
ma erially assist us, besides extending the
nspfuiness ot the paper mmong tho Foico-
keeping them tharoushly wosied in al the
changes and improvements in the art of way
a0 exsential for awmiiltary man to Lnow. (ar
ambition1s to improve the Volunteer fieviciw
in every respect, 80 as to make 1 second to
none, Will our friends bielp vs to 4o 412 Pro.
miums will be siven (o those getting up the
larzest st Chie Meetcw Loz the ondy milil-
itary paper published tn Canada. 1t ougtit to
be liberally sapvorted by the ofileors.” non.
coammlssioned oflicers, and men of each Bat-
tatfonr,

—

A poanFes accident attended with loss of
life occurred on board the Thunderer on the
14th July.

This veesel, one of the most poweriul of
the British Navy. =was engaged in preprring
for a trial trip whon one of her boilers.ex-

peeted in o bard fought engagement.

‘I'he modernized British fleet is in presenco
cf serious dundvantages as compared with
its predecesser, indgsmuch as its propelling
power is & moro destrucrive agent, and the
slightest catelessness in denling with it is
sure tn be ntiended with disasterous conse
quences,

It such an accident had happened in the
midst of un nction it weuld totally dissble
the vessel, the ncel thetefore for disecting
the atteation forwerly bestowed ou centnane
ship on the mechanical corps of siokers and
engine-drivers i8 apparent, and lus led to
that neglect of naval training wijcly bins
{urmished Mr, J, Reskix wi h materialrge the
{ollowing sarcastic illustration, in a letey (o
the editor of Iraser's Jagazine, on * mciory
watlare 1 —

“1e 18 true that the ingenuity of our w.
ventoraiz far from being exbausted, am
that in u few yems more we may be nble to
destioy u regiment vound a eorner and bom-
tard o fleet over the hotizon; but { beliove
tho elfective result of these crowniug ecien.
titic successes will only be to coulirm the at
present partial ampression on the minds of
miltitary and naval oflicers, that theiwr duty
18 rather to take care of their wenpous than
10 use them.  *Eoglund will expect ? of her
generals ad admirals to maintyin o digmfied
toral pasuion ns far »8 possible out of the
encmy’s sight; and in o perfecily scientitic
ern of senunship we shail see two ndverse
flects alfected by a constant law of mutual
repulsion at distances of 200 or 3uQ miles.”’

A contemporary movesd by the eame spirit
gets oft the following:—

*‘the boiler explosion on the British ison
plate wurret slup Thunderer, Jaly 14, off
Portemouth, Engl.nd, by winch iwenty por
sone wero kited wud siXty wounded, will
revive the distiust entertamed in England
regarding the efliciency of the navy. The
disabied vessel is ono of the four gieat
ste:unets swhieh form the *first class? of the
British ironclud flvet, She carries four 35 ton
guns, weighs 9 1567 tons, aud has space for
L.6U0 tons of coul, She is, nceordingly, of
gieater nccount thnn the Vanguard tue loss
of which made the English peoploe fear that
their nuval ofticers und sailors lucked abiliy
to manage ironclads of the proportions which
modetn warfare demands.  Septembver 7,
1870, the Captan with 50U oflicers and men
foundered m n gale off Cape [Mnisterre.
July 1, 1871, the Aginceurt stiuck on the
Lenl Rock oft Giugntar, July §, 1871, the
Caledonia taty aground at Santorin in the

Northumberlind collided with the Hercules.
September 1, 1575, 'ho Jron Dule ramnmed

the Janguard nud sent ber to the botiom.
Novemter 2, 1578, the Jron Duke came newy
smnking by the giving way ot the spriag of
thie vluice valve., November ¥8, 1875, the
Monarch colided mith a Norwegian off the
Start Peint,”

With the cxception of thie malancholy
disaster 1o the Thunderer all the others en-

numerated could have been avorded by that

Greek Archipelago. December 25, 1872, the | “CC0T4Y of firo attained by properly trained -

seamansinp winch ** the irresistiv.le ‘ogic of
fucts’" compels us reluctantly to telieve is
wanting,

A Tull account of thus disaster appeared in

ploded killing over fwenty persons and

|

'

the colums of the Naval and Military Gai ctle

It is reported that it was caused

by the vaives being wedged down while the
boilers wero subjected to test by hydraulie
pressure and the contractors forgot toremoyo
the wedyges, but such a story is bardly pre
bable, as the steam guage must have given
indications of the extreme preseure long
before the nccident occurred.

The matter will no doubt be thoroughly

investigated, but it canuot fail to create
great uneasinesa respectivg the efliciency of
the ironclad fleet,

*Since the civil war in America, says the

Army and Navy G azetle, there have been no
opportunities of tes ing the capabilities of
land furulieations for withstanding u serious
attack by modern iicoclads,
German war, rich as it was in lessons and
experiences of land warfare, did not furmsh
any ivstances of combats between flont-
, d fixed Latterles, and the question of
v periority of one over the other 1) the pe~
sent dnuye of thick armour end heavy guns
Yas yet to be seitled, Tbe opinion provails

The Franca-

‘mong mililary minds in Germany that well
Amointed land fortifications would bear off
thepalm in the event of n duel with vessels
of wy, ‘They argue that eyen under the
mostfavorable circumstznces, and ina calm
ses fots from ehips aflout could not hit a
targe two yaids in extent twice running,
event a distnnce of only two or three hun~
dredinrds. ‘I'rue shote, indeed, are & mat-
ter ofhunce, while the guusol the coast bat-
teries, fiellgerved, could not fail 1o be more
Iruitful \f jasults. One grent advantape
which forq have over ships, they say, is the
fuct that 0w telling shot from on shore may
put a vesseland all its guus kors de combal,
while a fixed Lttery would not bo put aut
of the fight by one single shot, however
telling. Tho S.4ps would also have 10 count
with another elemy, whose destructive er-
pacity has yet toye lesrnt, viz: the muderh
torpedo,’

Tuz above paragrayh seems to be founded
on the idea that a ship attacking o fixed
battery on shore must bo necessarily at an
chor or bow to, while\t js evident that the
tactics which will be fallowed would keep
her in constant motion, cither describing n
groat circleor such other mancuvre as would
enuble her to enfilade the difterent faces of
theopposing shore batterieswnd tire her guns
as they were brought to bear; moreaver sho
hns the advantage of choosing her own pos-
ition, the fixed battery is stntionary, and the

navsl artillerists is quite as good as that:at-
tained by artillery soldiers in fixed.batieties
It is the necumption, without the elightest

fue! to support it, that such is:nobithe.basé; T

which has allowed the Woolwieh Artillerp ~
School to provide guns for.the Britiah Nevys
and itis in this direcrion our principal difit.
culty will be in cuse of.swars

A man at &ix hurdred yards is-no-beller
object to fire at than a guarf Lotile o]t bis

at one hundred yords— ta kgn‘g‘;the’D\érd‘.{tqi{tikf’f‘

88 the'largest ironclad aftoat, “theé vangd-fop’* °
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cleso action at {Aree (IzouSqrid}'hrgwiﬂirdq'!éi:-_
bo 1o very difticult problem' 1o dkow that:

sho would present an object Yéssthan w6+
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