Oorossr 20, 1874.]

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW,

497

> re -

meoting what is called ¢a constituted au
thority,” The Khedive is sponding enor-
mous sums on this expedition,arnd has given
the most explicit dircotions that slave'hunt:
ingista bo put down at all binzards, and
Colonel Gordon; who isa vory farseoing,
long hoaded man, may bo relied upon to
tzke tho hest way of carrying out the Khe
dwve's wishos,”

——-

Mer. Riohter, an English mechanical en*
gineer, hias called attention to tho large
number of disasters which havo recently be
fullen iron vossels trading to the port of
Melbourne in Australin. While he belioves
in iron ships when built of sound materinl
and properly constructed, he thinks that
woodon vessels are better and safer than
many iron vessela now afloat. The fact that
the wrecked and dismasted vessels referred

to were disabled, not in ono gale, but at dif
ferent times and in widely difterent latit-
udes, shows, in Mr, Richter's opinion, that
iron vessels not coustructed on the best
mechanical prnciples carry the ocauses of
their own destruction within them. Iron
ships are too rigid and crank, and do not
yie{‘d enough to heavy seas to avoid severe
shooks to their chronometers, besides being
in other respects faulty in consiruction.
‘There can be no doubt, he writes, that the
loss of the Britishh Admiral, vith seventy
lives, was due to tke rate of the chronome-
ter being altered by such shocks, eausin

the ship to be placed 100 wiles or so ahen

of where the captain believed her to be. A
very similar ingtance occurred several yeurs
ago in the case of a vessel bound from Syd-
ney with coal for San Francisco, when on a
foggy morning she went on a beach 1lu
miles south of San Francisco, at & time
when the captain mado out his pogition as
200 miles out tosea, It is probable, too,
that the compasses of the British Admiral
were affected by o magnetic attraction
known 14 exist on the coast botween Mel-
bourne and Adelaide, from swhich latier
cause other vessels have been wrecked.
The steamship Airdale wus wrecked on the
congt of New Zenland, where the Seach is
composed largely of steal sand—wrecked on
aget course which she had never altered
for fifteen years, thus seeming to show that
thera are serious oceasional disturbances
even in these attractions. These influences
are stronger on compasses .airon vassels
than on compasses in wooden ones,

A great capture of slaves by her Britannio
Majesty’s ship Vulture, Commander A. T
Brooke, is reported. The Fulture was cruis
ing off the north- west coust of Madagascar
on the worning of the 11th of August, when
a sail to the south-west was reported by tho
mast head man. Chase was given, and near
ly five hours afterwnrd the dhow was come
up with and boarded. It was full of slaves
—forty-one mep, fifty-nine womon, and 137
children. The slaves wero suffering acutely
from weokness and cramps, having
had to0 remain in ono position for a long time.
Several of the children were unsable to
straighten their legs for three or four days
after they wore received on board. One
woman was found buried up to her neck in
damp sand at the bottom of the slave dhow,
under the lowor slave-deck. The owners

wero thirty~five armed Arabs, aud the Cap~
tain determined to take them to Zanzibar
and have them summarily dealth with,

CORRESPONDENCE.

The Editor doees not hold himsely responstble for
individual expressions of opinton {n connmunts
cationa «ddress to the VoLUNTEER REVIRW.

——

(FHOM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)
STANSTEAD CAVALRY CAMP.

Tho Provincial Regiment of Frontier Vol.
untoer Cavalry who havo been encamped on
Stanstead plains, Enstern lownships, since
the second of Octobor, struck their tonts and
marched to their rospective Iead-Quartors
on the 13th inst,, having beon proeviously
inspeoted by our worthy and respected
Deputy Adjutant General, Colone! John
Fletcher, C. M. G,, who, accompanied by
Brigade Mujor King and Distric: Paymastor
Major Amiyrauld, performed that duty early
on the moraing of the 9th inst. This very
Bine and well muunted regiwent of Volunteer
Cavalry is composed as follows : VYajor J. H.
‘Tuylor, of Cookshire, command.ag; Lieut.
Colonel R. [+.velaco, (lato of K. M, regular
army) acting Adjutant and Superintondent
of Cavalry movements; Surgeon Paget, M.
D.; Quartermaster Lieut. Taylor,

1st Squadron Cookshire, Cuptain French,
Lieut. Taylor, and Cornet Chaddock.

2und Squadron Sherbrooke, Capt. Read.

3rd Squadron Stanstead, Captain Wood,
Lieut. Mnnsur, nnd Cornet Moulton,

4th Squadron Compton, Capt F. Stimpson
and Lieut. Murray,

Although for drill purposes the term
squadron is introduced there are really only
four strong troovps, who have long been ac-
customed to be told off and exercised s
squadrons, indeed it would be very distaste.
ful to the officers and men of the different
Jocalities if it were otherwise, they much
prefer tins syatem as 1t keeps. their individ-
uality ; a privilege of which they are very
Jjealous.

The weather during the annual twelve
dnys’ drill has been tolerably tine but the
nights generally very cold.

The discipline of the camp has been well
kept up and the conduct of the men without
s single exception mo:t orderly. The fents
were pitched on a dry and pleasant plot of
ground, on the farm of Captain Starnes, a
retired officer of the U. S, army, who took
the contract for forage and rations as well us
oaterer for the officers mess, A little dis
comfort was experienced for the firat two
days from the non arrival of tents and
blankots, but the hardy frontier troops did
not grumble, and with the officerssmade
thomselves as comfortuble as they could in
an old cheeso factory, linrd by the camp
gronnd, and get their horses in barns and
stables belonging to the surrounding farm
houses. Query, would not the Government
save a good deal of expenseif overy squad
ron of cavalry were prsvided with their own
camp equipage i a similar manner to the
Granby and other field batteries? \Wero this
the case, and the officer in command held

responsible for its safe keeping, a cavalry

corps could take tho field and enoamp whon
on the lino of marah at all times without
delay or inconvenience ; this, howevor, is a
matter for tho considsration of the Mead
Quartor Authoritios.

At tho target practioe Corporal Humphroy
of Captain Wood's squadron made thoe high.
est score. Thoro is one practice that the
Volunteors, 1 am gorry to say, soem to take
especial delight in doing not only about tho
camp but vn tho lino of march—T rofer to
tho habit of woaring cwvilinn hats of all des-
criptions whenever thoy can get rid of their
forage caps—tho excuse Leing that tho lat
tor are too small, too cold, &e.

Long boots and strap spurs, as now worn
by all mounted corps in the British army, is
undoubtedly tho best for Volunteer Cavalry,
and the d.fferance in appearance of those
who had been provided uniformly with these
appendages, as in the Stanstead squadron,
and those who turned out in long overalls
without straps and boots, some short, some
long, and in t00 many cnses without BpUrS,
was most apparent; the latter having a
slovenly look and the former a smart and
soldierlike one. Tne men taken as a body
are really a flne sct of fellows and most at-
tentivo and anxious to dotheir duty progperly,
and if the little matter above reforred to
were looked into it woull very much increase
the espril de corps of the frontier traops.
This regiment is now only provisional, but it
ishoped will soon be Gazettel as a Cuvalry
Regiment of the Dominion, and their young
and popular commander Major Taylor pro-
moted to the rank of Lieut. Colonel.

A Field day under the command of Lieut.
Colonel Lovelaco took place on the 10th inst.
when the four squadrons formed up asa
regiment wore put through a series of man:
muvres, including skirmishing mounted and
dismounted, sword exercise, &c. The whole
being very creditably performed, the charge
in Une in particular. The horses have evi
dently been well trained to stand fire, and
when the Colonel directed horses to be
linked, and skirmished to the front, but two
men were laft with each squadron as horse
holders. A large assemblage of the inhabi-
tants of Stanstead and the surrovading vil-
lago attended the field day as did also yery
many of our American cousins on the other

side of the line, to whom our British cavalry
tactics doubtless appesred very different
from their own. :

‘The services of Lieut, Colonel Lovelaas,
Surgeon Paget, Quartermaster Taylor, and
last though not least, Captain Starnes, the
contractor, have been well appreciated by
all concerned. The splendid band from
Stanstend under thedirection of Mr, Parsons
also contributed much to the enjoyment of
the troops by their performance in camp,
and on the whole the Irontier Rogiment of
Cavalry have every reason to be well satisfied
nith their brief sojourn on Stanstesd plains,

‘The Edito1s of the Gazette and Evening Stur
of Montrz2al, kindly forwarded through Col,
Lovelana ono hundred copies of their respac
tive journals daily to the oamp grounds,
which, it ia needloss to remark, was much
appreciated by the officers and troops,
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