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NEWS OF THE WEEK.

The Atiorney General of the United
States has officially promulgated it as bis
optuion that the Virginuis was not entitled
to the protection of the American flag. Yet
the United States Government huas shown no
disposition to restore the vessel to the
custody of the Spanish authorities.

The Attorney General's last decision re-
garding the Virginius contitutes the leading
topic of discussion in the morning Journals.
The Tribune snys if our Government has
roally reached this dicision there should be
no hesitation jn pressing with the utmost
frankness, and promptness, the measure
for the condemnation of the compromised
vessel.,

Tho Zimes says:—Wo bavo no doubt whats
ever that the Firginius carried the Ameri-
can flag fradulently, that she was not only
engaged in a filibustering expedition of the
grossest kind, but that she was, to all in-
tents and purposes, an Insurgentsteamar,
belonging to the Cubans, and only using the
Anserican flag a3 a blind to cover an illegal
expedition. Al this, of curse, could not be
known at first. Tho Spanish Government
Ims bad time to put in its evidenco, and, of

course, that evideunce would be placed be-
fore the Atlornoy General for examination.
‘the Virginius bas practiced a cheat upon
the United States Government. She had
no right to carry the American flag, and was
engaged jo nn enlerprise which was in dis-
et violation ofthe law, Per contra, the

carld’s Washingtou despatch contains a

ng statement to the cflect that the right

tho Virginius to carcy the Uuited States
ofag is fully established, and that such is the
fjudgment of the adminstration. ‘Ihe Mad
rid report that the Spanish Government will
make a demand for thoreturn ol thoe Virgin-
{us is not credited in Washington.

Saul Wright, aged 81 years,a Waterloo
veteran, who fought in the dragoon Guards
under the Duke of Wellington, dicd on Sun-
day {rom paralysis. '

Nows has been received from Sun Dom-
ings by way of Santiago do Cuba,
that Genoral Ignacio 'Gopzala has been
clected President of the Republic. ‘I'he
uew administration will probably endeavour
to annul thé lease of Samana Bay.

The foréiga trade of Great Britian bas not
been satisfactory to her merchants this yoar
50 far. ‘L'bat nation sold $32,500,000 less of
cotton, linen, silk and woolen fabrics, and
had to bay 50,000,000 more of articles of
food in tho firgt nino months of this yoar
than in the corresponding period last year.

David R. Pigot, Lord Chiof Baron of tho
Exclhiequer, and moember of her Majesty's
Most Honourable Privy Council in Irelaad
died here this morning.

ed,

‘Throughout the cily Matanioras, on Dee.
22nd the stares und public buildings were
generally closed and business suspended,
owing to tho unsetiied stato of feeling grow-
ingoutof tho fighting which occurred ves-
terday. ‘The Government troops patvolled
the streets and occupied.tho Plaza last night
and to-day, and maintained strict order and
securily. It is believed that Cortina will
endcavor to be installud as Mayor by the Ist
January, by which tima the term of the vro-
sent eity oflicials expire, and, should the
efforts now being made to compromise tho
matter not succeed, seriousfightingis hikely
to follow.

‘The French Assembly on the 19th, passed
the bill inereasing President MacMahon’s
salary,

fhe King of Dahomey, it is said, has en-
tered into allinnce with the King of Ashan
tee. Dahomey lies on the coast immediate-
ly east of Ashantoe, and is 2 populous and
fertile country, and the people beiuy, if
possible,morebarbarousand their institntions
more bloody than those of Ashantee. The
English Government witl now bavo its hands
full with the two nations to managoe ; au:d,
with the terriblo diseases, which destroy o
thousand lives where the builet destroy one,
as their alhes, they aro no contémptible-
adversaries, But, having undertaken the
task, Epgland must go through withil.
She must make theso dusky ponteutates
understand that the English flag is to bo
respected, or she must abandon hor trading
postsand give up her settlements in that
part of the world,

The troops engaged in the Ashanleo war
will be furnished with carbon-respirators to
protect thom from the malaria of the mar-
shas and smamps of the loclity.

The Emperor William is much better. Ho
has been up all day.

‘I'he report of Bazaine's flight is unfound-
It is now stated that ex-Mershal 13 to
leave Paris to-night for St. Margeurive, his
place of imprisonment.

‘Marsbal Bazaino is still confined in tho
£alaca of the Triduon.

‘The Chevalier Nigra was well receved by’
President MacMahon yaosterday, and tho
interview was of a most friendly charactor.

It is definitely ascertained that Ryau had
made & contragt with tho Cubw insurgents,
Ly the terms of which he was to receive
$20,000 in gold ifho succeeded in landing
his mien and arms on Cuban shores

Ten gteamers aro at St. Sobastien for the
purposo of embarking tho forco of Repub-
licans under Gen. Morionea, which 13 sur
rounded by 30,000 Carlists, and cannot es-
cape capture excopt by taking refugeon tlue
vessels. .

A Havana letter snys that the slave oww
ocrs in the Island are secretly planninga
congpiracy in Spain to over throw Castelar,
against whom bitter feeling is felt for his
the Virginius matler. . o

‘They claim at the Cuban headqunrters to
bave news of sevoral minor Insurgent suo.
cesses in Cubr, and that in tho latter’s ro-
cent attack on Mancilla, they destroyed fully
half the town, captured $1,000,000 worlh of
stores, several miillion dollars in _Spanish
bank notes, and a large amount of war ma-
terial, together with one hundred prisoners.
Their loss was thirteen oflicers nnd sixty
privates killed and wounded. They comi-
pute the Cubans loss at three hundred.

A Washington despatch says:-—#A Bill
has been framed, and will be introduced
after the Christmas recess, abolishing the
ofice of the Chief Justice, and it 1s reported.

-to-havo the endorsement of sevoral Senn

tors. Itiscontended that the oficer shoul-l
Lo selected by the Senite.

At 10.30 o'clock tho jury in Mayor-t{uli’s
casa entered the Court room, and, in ansirer
to.the usual inquiry. of the judge, replied
thet they had found a verdict of not guilty,
At this announcement, the crowd’ in tho-

-Court burst into an immense applause,

which the Court did not object to, and after
a lupsz of about ten munites the Courl was*
adjourned until Monday moring at10:30:

Tho Post's Washicglon special says steps
have nlready beentaken by our Government
to prevent any moreo filibusterinz expeditions
Leing fitted outagainst Cuba, and ail moral
support possible will bo given toCastelar’s
Government.

The Hearld's despatchies {rom Carlagena
announco that Fort San Jalean, ono of tho
strougest defenses in the city, has been
Lreached.

An accidenlal explosion of aun internal
battery yesterday killed twenty officers.and

.men of the besiogers,

Another Now York politician lus leen
tnéd in the balanco and found witdr.

112y Genet, this time; - Ponatty, not less

than ene nor more than five years’ imprison- -
wment.  Howas aSehator. Ifesubseqjuently -
sudceeded in making his escape from prisén
and tho last account heard of him is-that Jig -
sajed on Monday moraning, with an intunate
friand, ex-Senator Tuylor, of New Jersey,
and that they departed sacretly from Jerscy
City in the yacht Wm. Aeency, characlered
for} that purposz, . S e

. 'The iron bridge,at Dixon 1il., foll witha
tertiblo crash, while crowded with peoplo to
witness o baptism,  Thirty-two Lodies have
Loen recovered and many ot o arosupposed
to be under tho wreck.



