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T Tl WASHINGTON TREATY.

President Grant has submitted to tho
senato o proposition from the British Goy-
crnment, relativo to the Washington Treaty
with the following message :

7o the Senale of the United Stutes .

I transmi. herewith tho correspondenco
recently taken placerespecting tho divisions
of opinion which havo arisen between this
Government and the Government of Great
Britain with regard to tho powers of the
Tribunal of Arbitration created under the
Treaty signed at Washington, May 8, 187l.
{ respectfully invite the attention of the
Senato to tho proposed article submitted by
the British Government, with tho object of
removing the differenges which soem to
threaten the prosecution of the arbitration,
and request an expression vy tho Senate of
their disposition in regard 1+ advising and
consenting to the formal adoption of an ar-
iiclo such us is proposed by the British Ges
crnmient.  The Senate is“aware tnat the co
sultation with that body in advance of enter -
g into agreements with forcign States I &
many precedents.  Inthe early days of tue
Republic, General Washington repeatedly
asked their advice upon pending questions
with such powers. The most important pre-
cedent is that of tho Oregon Boundary T\ -aty
in 1846. The importance of the results
hanging upon the present state of the treaty
with Great Britain leads me to follow these
former precedents, and to desire the coun-
sel of the Senate in advance of agreeing to
the proposition of Gireat Britamn.

U. & G~

Washington, May 13, 1872

The proposition is contained in a despateh
from General Schenck, as follows :

Lord Granville, & few moments since, sub-
mitted to mein person the following draft
of an article, which. if tho Government of
the United States think {it {o adopt, will be
accepted by Her Mujesty’s Government. 1
made no comment on it, but said 1 would
telearaph it to you immediately :

Whereas, The Government of Iler Britan-
nic Majesty has contended 1n recent corres-
pondenco with the Government of thoe Unit.
cd States, as follows, viz: That such indi-
rect claims as those for the national losses,
stated in the caso presented on the part of
the Government of tho United States to the
tribunal of Arbitration at Geneva to have
been sustained by the loss in the transfer of
the American commercial marine, to the
British flag, tho enbanced payment of in.
surance, the prolongation of the war, and
the suppression of the Rebellion—firstly,
were not included in the Treaty of Washing-
ton ; and further and secondly, should not
be admitled in principle as growing out of
the acts committed by particular vessels al-
leged to hiave been enabled to commit de-
predations on tho shipping of a belligrent,
by reason of such want of due dilligenco in
the performance of its neutral obligations as
that which is imputed by the United States
t0Great Britain; and

Whereas, Tho President of tho United
States, while adhering to lus contention that
the said claims wero included in the Treaty,
adopts for the future the principle contained
in the second of the said contentions a3 far
<s to declare that it will hereafter guide thoe
conduct of the Government of the United
States, and the two countries are, thercfore
agreed in this respect.

In consideration thereof, tho President of
the United States, by and with tho advice
and consent of the Senxute thereof, consents
that he will make no claim on the part of
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tho United States in respoct of indirect loss.
es as aforesaid beforo the Tribunal of Arbi-
tration at Geneva.

From wbich fog of words bhut ene iden
emerges clearly, which is that no claim shall
be smado ¢ on the part of the United States
in respect of individual losses as aforesaid,
before the Tribunal of Arbitration ;” that is
to say, that tho British Cabinot must be al.
lowed to determine the formin which both
cases are to bo presented at Geneva. The
unwisdom of presenting our claims for con-
sequential damages in any form which would
secem o ask for a pecuniary sottlement of
them, has been clear from the start « of the
wisdom of withdrawing them now at Eng-
land's dictation, we are not so certain. We
beliove that England is right in principle in
opposing these claitns, though the method
of Lier opposition is not calculated to pro-
mote that era of good-fellowship between
the two countries which this Treaty was lo
inpugrrate. They should have been exclud-
cd in express terms from the Treaty, or clse
left for the Geneva Tribunal to settle, with
the understanding that what tho United
States sought was to establish a principle,
and not to mulet England in damages. A
treaty which hias not established itself in
popular approval will e of little worth, The
only controversy will remain unsettied, and
ready to break forth again at the first pro-
vocation.

The simple truth of this business, outside
of ali diplomatic politeness, is this: * There
was a party in this country headed by Mr
Sumner, who jasisted upon the recognition
of consequential damages, ‘The treaty was
therofore so worded as to leavo the oppor-
tunity open for the presentation of these
claims, or at least not to exclude them,
They appeared in our case when prepared
for the Geneva Commission, and would have
gone quietly before it without remsark had
not Mr. Bancroft Davis, with somewhat su
perserviceable zeal, undertaken to excite
public sentiment in behalf of that case by
distributing it over Europo printed in vari
ous languages. The leading English paners
were included in the distribution, and they
found in our consequential claims the op-
portunity for an attack upon the Gladstone
Ministry, which it hastened to meet by the
repudiation of tho Treaty. If tho f'reaty
fails therefore, it will be becauss the English
administration which negotiated the Treaty
was not strong enough to carry it through.
1f it succeeds, it will be beeause we find our-
selves so far committed to its success that
wo prefer to sacrilfice something rather than
letit fuil.

There may boa doubt about the words of
the Treaty do or do not cover; but thers
can be no doubt whatever that the Geneva
Commissfon istho proper tribunal to decide
upon the meaning of that instrument, and
not the British Cabinet. Tho object of tho
Treaty was to set in motion certain machin
ery for adjusting our differences ; and the
British repudiated tho Treaty, tho moment
it denied the efficiency of that machinery to
settle all disputes. [Hiving cstablished
court for tho bearing of claims, one disput-
ant cannot reasongbly withdraw because it
doces not like the mwotion of its opponent.
It must bo a bad case that has no other ro
sort but tins.  Tho feeling of the Senate as
of the people, is probably against the change
wo are asked ‘o mako in our case. But o
ara deeply interested in tho success of tho
diplomatic modo of scitling disputes, and
this will probably decide the Senate to sacri-
fice its convictions op this point to tho sensi-
tivencess of the English. It is unfortunate
that the setllement of this question shoula

come al a time when the Gladstone adminis-
tration i3 tottoring, and when n Presidential
olection appears in this country to turn all
political issues from their truo courso, But
remembering how often it has been charged
that our clections aro cnough to provent
fair and statesmanliko action, wo can but
think it iustructivo that tho imminent full of
an administration in England has proved
more hazardous to this ILreaty than our
election, though the latter is in some res.
pects -more recklessly conducted than any
we havo had in ten years,

PRESEXNTATION,

Suenvrooxe, May 17, 1872,

Captain, A, IT. Whitcher, 53rd Batt, V.
Militsa. .

Dear Sir.—While deeply sensible of the
loss the 53rd Battalion will mcur by your
departure for the Province of Manitoba, wo
heartily congratulate you upon the appoint-
ment which you have recerved, and we trust
that it will prove the beginning of a future
of prosperity toyou,

Your connection with the 53rd Battalion,
was invariably marked by a strict observanco
of duty on your part, and your conduct to
your brother officers, and to tho men under
your command, was such as {o win their
highest respect and esteem.

In asking your acceptance of the actom.
panying oflering, wo beg to assure you of
our sincere friendship, and our best wishes
for your welfaro.

We are faithfully yours,

. E. Ibbotson, Lt.-Col. 53rd Balt.
W. C. Willis, Major 53rd Batt.
E.D. Worthington, N. D., Surgeon.
P. J. Austin, Asst. Surgeon.

. Winter, Quartermaster.

G. Willis, Paymaster.

W. A. Moorehouse No. 4. No. .

C. E. Roux, Capt. No, 4.

D. G. Loomis, Licut. No.2..

C. Armstrong, Capt. No. 2,

A. L. Grindrad, Ens. No. 2,

J. Phelan, Lieut. No. 5,

A Embury, Licut. No. 5,

3. Roll. Capt. No. 6.

Lieat. Ryther, No. G.

Ens, Stacy, No. 6.

E. P. Fel'on, Capt.S.G. A.

W. A. Hale, Licut. & G, A.

Cnptain Whitcher replicd as follows :—

Col, Ibbotson and brother officers of the
Volunteer force: Your kind expressions o
regard for myself embodied in the address
you Laveo just presented to me, and the very
handsomeo token of regard that has acccom-
panicd it have completely taken mo by sur-
prise, and [ cannot sufficiently thank you
for your very kind wishes for my wollare.
It1s a matter of great pleasure and satisfac-
tion to myself that my conduct as an officer
of the 53rd Battalion could have elicited so
marked an expression of good will, Sensiblo
that I como very short of being worthy of tho
honor you confer on me. 1 can only say
that I +will cndeavor to rotain the good will
exprossed for mo to night. Allow me to
thank you gentlemen most sincerely, and to
assuro you that I shall ever prizo most high-

f1y your very handsomo testimonial.

A. 4. Wancnzr.
Capt, No. 1 Co. 53nd, 21att,



