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THlE EXECUTIOX BY IIARil*K1111.

À rJIM3AIiKABLE SCENEJ IN JAPAN.
Algernon flertrsun Mitford, secrotary te

the Britlih Logation lin Japan, centributes
to the Cornhill the ftlllcw-ing accousit of unx
axecuien by 1xcira4k«ri:

I ias sont olllcially to ivitness the cx-
ocution by hîara-kiri (seif.imniolation by
disemboweling) of Taki Zonzaburo, the ofli.
cor of the Prince of ]3izen. Ire il. ias %who
gave tie oraor to firo on the foreigo settle*
ment at Jio.qo. As tho hara.Idri is one of
the Japaneso custoins whieli lins excitoti the.
greatest curicsity in Europe, althougli cwing
te tho fact that it liad nover hitherto been
-%,itnessod by foreigners, it lins secmeti lit.
lie botter tien a fable. 1 will relate wvhat
occurred:

,'Tho coremony, whlich w3.s oîdored by
tho Mikado bimsolf, teck: place ut 10:.30 nt
niglit in the Temple of Seigukuji, the boad-
quarters of te Satsumt treeps nt Eliogo.
A witness ivas sent frein eaéh of the foraiga
logations. We -vere seven foeigners in nll.

'-1We wore conductcd te the temnple by of
ficers of the Princes of Satsuma :ind Chos-
hiu. Altheugh tho ceremony wvas te beo
conducted in thoeînest, privato mamner the
casuel reinarks which vvo ovenbecard. in the
streots, and a croi lining the principal en-
trance, te the temple, sbewed flint iL ivas 9,
maLter of ne little interest te, the publie.
The courtyard of tho temple presenlted a
mest picturesque appearance; IL was
crowded with soldiers standing about in
Icuots arounti large fires wvhich ±hlrew a dim.
flickoning liglit over tLlo lhcavy caves aid
quaint gablo.onds of tbo sacreti buildings.
IVe were, shown. into an inuer roem,. %,çhere
wo wereto wait until tlic preparatien for
ii. ceremony was coin etd oi I next
roons te us -ere te ii Japa;neso oflicers.
After a long interval which seemncd doubly
long froin the silence which prcvailed, hto
Shunske, the provisienal gevernor, of Il iogo,
carne andi Leck clown our naines, and inférns-
adi us timat seven ketis&i siieriffs or witniesses
iwouid attend on the part of the
Japainese. le undi anether oflicer ropre.
seteti the MIilzado; two captains cf %tsu
me.' infautry, and ivre, of Chesliiu's, ivith a
representative cf the Prince cf J3izen, the
clan of the cendenn'ied mais, conipletell the
number, which wvas probably arrangeci in
order te tally witx that cf Lie forcigners.
Ite Shunske furtiier inquircd whetlîcer wve
Neislied te put any questions te Lb., prisorner.
Wo replied iii Vie negativo.

-A furtber delay then ensuei, after which,
ive l'rare invited to fellewv tha JaDanese ivit.
nesses intotlie liendo or main hall of Lhe tom-

pl1e,whierû tie cerernony was tobc. perforinid.1
Itwas an impesing scene. A large hall, vritlî

abighiroofsupported by darl pillars of woed.
P7rom Lie celling bung a Profusion cf titese
huge gilt lamps andi orsnnients; peculiar te
fluddhust temples. In front cf Lhe bigi aI-
tar, vrboro the floor, covereti iith beautiful
white mata, is raiscd someo ibirce or four
iuchcs froin the grounid, was laid a rug of
scariet folt. Tait candiles placoti at regular
intervals gave eut a dim, îa3'sterious liglit,
just suficient teolet ail tse processdings ho
sen. The seveixJapanese tcok theirp laces
on the loft of Llie raiscd floor, Lie seven for-
eigners ontlite ri. Çeootlior personivas
present.

IlAfLer an intervalof a few minutes or
anxious suspense, Taki Zeinsaburo,, a staI-
w-art insu tliiy-tivo years ci age. vithn, a
noble -tir, waikcd intù, the hall attire in a is
ress of ceromouy, vvith Lie peculiar ixenpen

cintl i ing3 whlich are wvorn on graat ccà
siens. Uc ivias accompanioti by a kaislîaku
and tlîrec officers. whli wcre tie zinibaori or
w-ar surcoat ivith geld-tissue facings. The
j word kaishahu, IL she nid bo observcd, is ofle
te ivhiehour word cxcculioner is nioe qxivclent
terni. Tho cflice is tiîat cf a gentleman; iii
I nany c-ases iL is peîrforied. by a kîinesan or
friond ert' LI condermncd, andtie rolation
betivecîî thent is ratier tbat of principal and
scoend tlîais that of victina and executioener.
In thua instance the k-aisliaki w-as n pupil cf
laid Zenzaburo, andi %vas selected by the
friands cf the latter froni aîneng Lhir cira
nunîber for bis sîcill in swordmanslîip.

IlWIith te kaishlcie on is loft hanud,iakic
Zciizaburo acdvanuect slotw-If toviards the
Japanese ivituesses, anto LieLi bewced be-
fore tIens, LIen rr.tVLI near te Lie, foroiu-,
ors tlîcy saluteti us in thie saine i-ay, par-
lisps aven witb menu deferenco; in tail
case the salutation w-as ceramniniusiy ro-
turucti. Sloîvly, andi w-li grat dignity, the
condlemnei nman inountod. Le the raised floor,
prostnatcd hiraseif before the. higx altar
tvico, and scateti iiself on the loft carpet
i iti bis back Le Lhe higxaltar, LIe ka-mhakut
crcuclxing on1 bis loft baud $ide. One or LIe
Lhrce attendant cubions thon came ferivird
bearing a stand cf Lhe kind used in temple&
for offenings, cn wvhich, wrapped in paper,
lay the wakizaashi, the short siword or- dirk of
the Japanoeso, aine, incIts and. a hall in
longtli, with a point undi an edge lueo n
razor's. This bo anded, prestrating hum-
self, te tIe condemneti man, w-ho recoiveti
it reverently, raising iL te bis benti îith
beLl bands, andi placedit in front of him-
self.

1 -ifer another profounti obelsance, Taki
Zenaburo, in a voico w-hicli betrayed just se
mucli einction andi besitatica as miglit be
expecteti from a mans wvîo is maaking a pain
fui confession, but ivitlx ne sign cf fear
cltIer in Isiis foce or înanner, spoke as flol
loirs:

I, 1, nd T alone, unirarrantabiy gave tIe
order te fine on tlio foreigners at Robe, andi
again as they triedti teascape. For ii
crime I disembeivai inyseif. andi 1 beg ycu
trIo aro present te do me tho boner of writ-
nessing tho net.'

"lBoiving once more, LIe speaker alloed
bis upper garmonts te slip. dowa Le bis
girdle, anti remaincti nakati te Lhe, iaist.
carefuily, according te custoin lie turked
bis siceves under is Icuces te prevant hlm-
self frein falling backward, for a noble
Japanose gentleman sixould die falling for-
irards. IWe!iberately. vrith a steady lîcnd,
lie L3ok the dirk tint, lay befere ui. ho
loolcee at IL ivistfully, xlmost affectionataly ;
for a moment ho seemoti te collect bis
theughts for te lust Lime, andi tien stab-
bing hinîself dceply blew the Nvaist on Lhe
loft lianti side, andi turnin.- Lie dink in the
w-ound gave a sliglit cut upffards. During
tItis siecningly painful eperatien ho neyer
moe a amuscle e! bis face. Whebehedrew-
ouL Lhe dirk lie ieaned forvrard and stretch
ed eut bis ncck; an expression cf pain for
the first Lime crcssed liii face, but hoe ut-
Lereci ne sound. At thnt moment Lie, kai-
zshakii w-le, stili crouchirîg by bis side, lad
becn L-qan' watcbing lus every nievemont,
spring tr jas foot, poised. bis sirerd foxr a
mnoment. in tIe air; toe wus a flash, a
heary ugly tIud, a crashing fal11; rith coe
biow tîond jat ad Icea soer4ret frein LIe
body.

A de-ad, silence followed brokeh only by
te hidleous noise of Lhe blooti gusbing eut

cf LIe inert liectp before us, w-udt but a fair
momenits boforo lied been a brave and cli
vairons ma. IL iras horrible.

"lTte kais:akr umade a loir bew, irip cd

Lteo sirord, anti retiroti frein tIe raiseid floor;
anto Lu8taineti clini solemnîy wras bei no
away a hleody proofcf te cxacuticn.

e IOtire rpresentatives cf LIe Mikado
thon left their place., anti creasing ovor te
visera the foraiga ivitnesses set, callei ils te
witness tint tîui sentence cf deatx upon
Taki Zonzaburo liad been faitlifuily carried
ouL. The cereinony boing nt an end, w-e loft
Lue temple.,,

Ilînt highly influential papor, Lhe Spring-
fieid R j.ublican, speaks in very iigli ternis
cf Lie Messrs. Sianly andi their rapiti pro.
gr-esaon tlie lcosue tunnel. 'rîoy iloir ox-
pley 847 aiea upon it, anti disburse ItG0,Q0
a mentin lu y alone, und, apart frein, this,
baye alrondy erecteti vorkshcps. and ma-
chliîery w-liho bave cost tiain upvards cf
$100,000. Tltoy ai-e Le receive $4,5914,26s
Jon Lhe w-ork, nîd, ifail gees %velt, will net
close upon a million. The eldust cf the
brctîers tddresod the fcfloiYing manly lot-
ter te Lie editor cf Lte Republiean in reply
Le an inquiry irbhoter tiay intendet e ap.
ply fer o6 modification cf the centract:

ltoosAc TUNNEL, Contractor's cffice,
NORMEî ADI.is, Men1day, ].ec. 14. S

2'anSis-,-In answver te your nte of te-
day.-iwo lhave ne intention of asking the
La9islcituro for îîny change or modification
of Our coutrRet. If w-e cannot put Lhe tun-
nel Lîrougi, itlout gcing into the lobby cf
Lte stato bouse, w-e lIt ratier pack up und
ge honmo. AUl ie ask is that thze commntn-
w-eaith shoultiliva up te Lie spirit anti equity
of ils contract with us. lier. ara ebiga-
tiens en bot sldes,-%Ve ill malte ne at-
texnpt te evade tliose thataro binding on us.

Yours Truiy,
W. SU.tNwr.

[JusL liko xm-n llav.]

WEVRINîx VOrUxTFrit UsiîF-enis.-A Mili-
tai-y overcoat fi a wcrin and corisfrtable
luxury on a colti niglit, anti no one w-oxld
objeet teoiLs occasional use on promiscuous

ocaintbeugh iL ay net bo accorditig
Le r'S'gulaltion ; but w-len iL is seen, as iL
ofton is on tIe bick cf a teamster, ivooti-
cutter, or marketer it is Lime tixat Lhe Mili-
tia I>cîîrtn-tnt look after iLs proporty. Froin'
w-hai, bes aîrcady tnanspircd, wo beliove tînt
Lt.-Col. Corbett, onassuming bis newdcutien,
15 icunti Le Lake, stops te pioveat Volua-
teous w-caring regimentals wlien net on dnty.
Se Velunteons look out.-rii.rk Whig, 1711t
Jalz., 1870. _______

Parics or WuuTrî i, ac;-T aver-
cge price cf i-lent la England, ays Lie
2'iincs, bias reachei à. peint 10w-or than tint
cf te abuatihat yaar cf 1805, w-hen it bul te

46s.Oti, mhulitisow4is.d. liqûinryst
of 1S65 vras fer abeve an average. 'l'iebarvest
o! 1866 w-as beloivan aeragc. The harvest
cf 1867 lvas decidedly beloir an average.
Vic l-boat herycst cf ISGS caie, seeo te
mnarket, w-s a goond average in qunntity, andi

wua altegether axceptional, andi suberlative
la qnality. But bath barley anti cats wero
a vcr- .4bort crcp, anti te high prices cf
1867 aad 1868 bad breuglit stocks loir. Ac-
aordingly tera w-as scarcely se large a fail
luinbehat ]ast year as miglIt have bern ex
pectedThe lb. gb iriceslvbiýci lave rangati
for caveraI yenri, nmpde farnuers anxious te
grew wieat. lThe consequ once w-astliat.an
unusual breadth cf lanxd jvis seirn, andti whet
iritx te adIditional. breatht cf land under
crcp, andi tiiogooti avarage yield, Lie emeun t
cf wlieat realizeti by Lhe llritisl fariner front
tIe harvoit cf 1869, lins beau large. Thtis
circumstnnc, Laicen la conîxoction w-itl t LI
toierably aibundant larvest tîtrouglicut LVie
woriti, fully accounIts for tbe fait 'which bas
talkon places.
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