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JOHN CALVIN.
Prot the Rtgew.

Iii connecCion with this article, wc give a portrait of the
subject of it-a photogravuîre of a medallion carved in wood
several yeais ago, by 11ev. T1. Fenwick, of %Wuodbn-dge, Ont.
The tamous Swiss Reformer above nanicd, wais born ai
Noyon, in l'icardy, France, July 10, 1509, and dicd nt
Gcncva, Switzerland, May 27, 1564. Witii almost cquai
truth, what the. sacrcd wuiter says of blases, can bc said of
Calvin " No mani knowcîh of his sepuilhre tinta tis day.*"
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St. (;ilcs Cathedral, Edinburgh, there is a smnail brass plate,
the only inscription on whiîch is II I. K., 1572," but iliat it
inarks the last rcsting place of Caiviin's brother Reformer,
John Knox, is equaly doubtîn).

I>astor Choiby who rcpresenicd the Reform Churchi of
Switzerlanid ai the 1rsbytcrian Counicil which met in
T'oronto, inl 1892, says: "Calvin bas no monument ai
Geneva, for lie desired no othcr grave than that of the poor
mnan. In the ccecry ai I>iainpalais, where he was buried,
nothing cani mark the place wliere he resîs. He had the
only monument befiîting that great and humble Christian-
the gratitude of the peop!e of whomn he was the guide and
the oracle, that of the Churches of which he was the master
and the lighit, of which he is to-day the glory."

Instead of a skectch of the life of Calvin, we shail give
simply two extracts from IlPaseurs et Predica leurs (le
II Eglise Genevaise de puis Calvinjusqu' ar nos jours,"l by
Ilastor Alexandre Guillot. The writer says : IlThe genlus
of Calvin niade of Geneva a fortress o! the evangelical faith
to propagate that faiîiî and to defend it [rom the attacks of
the cnemy-a ciîy of refuge ta give an asylum ta the out-
laws of ail countries wherc persecution raged against the
adhercnts ai the Re(ormed religion-finaiiy, a model
chitirch destined, in the opinion o! ils organizer, ta serve as
a type to other churches. The Reformer thus Secured ta
the city which iras Io him a training field, and became the
intrenched camp of thie Ilroiestantism of the French lan.
guige, the glorious titles of Protestant Rome, Modemn
j rusalem, the Mletropolis of Presbyterianism."

"lThe Church %vhose founders and first ministers were
Gutillaume Farei, Antoine Saunier, Antoine Froment, l'terre
Viret, Jacques Blernard and lienri de la Mare, is condenscd
(se ires urnei) in the i 6th century, in one mari and one naine
-CA LVI N ( 1509 64) who gave it its constitution, ils dog-
matic>, its discipline. The ruling quality in this extra-
ordinary maîî ias bis will, and as that wil was sirengthened by
an admirable blending of qualîtics of the firsi order, lie iras
able to go torward without paying attention ta obstacles.
Superior in every thing, just as hc was a thcologian of
gcnius, an organizer of gcsius, lie was also, without passes-
sing the oratorical power of Farel, or thie rcmiarkablc uncîioln
of Virci, a preacher of genius. 1 le brought 11220 the pulpit
depth and cxacitiess in the interpretation of B3ible texts,
richiless or doctrinec, ilioral Sap, boldniess, a natural, lively,
original stylc ; and une undersrands, wlicn reading his dis-
courscs s0 cutting. su sievous, l'O direct, so luminous, the
prodigious asccîîdancy of lus pecrsotnalty.'

A PLEA FOR UNITY.
A sect is a body of pcrsons disinguished, by certain

pectifiariuies o! belicf or practice, from other bodies
adhering to the saine genieral systemn ; and sectarianismn
is an exccs!,ive zeal for a particular sect, zeai over-
shadows the devotion duc ta the interests of the whole
body ai wbici the sect is a part.

rian Revie*.
Denominationalism m-ly be perfecily justifiable, and

ofien is, wheru the members of a denominiation acknow-
iedge that their denomination is but a part of thie
greater whole, and not the wbole itsel!, and when it
places the interests a! the church catholic above those
of any part, making ils own life and wo k a means for
the advancement of the great body of which Christ is
the head. This kind o! denominationaiism can be
justified before God. in most cases, but sectariaiiiirm
neyer. Sectarianism is one of the greatest disappoint-
ments of Christian history, and is productive o! very
grent injury ta the progress and spiritual power as well
as influence of the cburch o! Gror.

The spectacle afforded by the scctarianismn o5&
Christians is one which must gratify the cburch's
enemies, and be most humiiiating ta the church itself.
We see sects claiming to be the whoie church o! Christ,
unchurching ail other sects, denying communion ta
their niembers, and refusing to acknowledge îhe validit>'
of their sacraments and ordination.

The cause of Ibis is the elevation of non-esseuitials
ta the high position o! essentials in belie! or practice,
and making non.essenlials tests of churchshîp. Mlany
non-essentials are important t0 the niost symmetrical
development of the church and of individual character,
but they are nol necessary ta the existence of the
church, or any part o! it. For exampkq, some secîs
believe in divine predestination, and saime deny il ; but
both classes are parts of the church o! God, owned and
biessed with the presence and power of His Spirit by
the great Head of the church. Others differ as t0 the
nature o! the Lord's supper, a part holding that in the
elements we have but symbols of the body and blood o!
Christ ; another part, that they are this, and also seals
of d.vine grace ; another, that with the bread and wine
is actually present the body o! Christ. Some dlaim
that water baptism can be only per!ormed by immersion
of the whole body in water, and others, that it is rightly
donc by affusion or sprînkiing. A few hold that the
praise of God niay be Sung only ini the use o! certain
translations or paraphrases of the inspired psalms.
There is a great denominalion of Christians who stand
for apostolical suc-cession, teaching that a bc.dy can be
a church only by actual succession of bishops runrîing
from apostolic bands, in unbroken line, ta the preserit
lime.

These dogmas belong to tht class of beliefs and
practices called Ilnon-essenlials," and the acceptance
of tbemn is not claimied ta be essential ta the salvation of
the sou). New, if they be not necessary for admittance
int the favor o! God, and to lîcaven, why should they
be mnade essential te membership or communion in the
Church of God on earth ? Shall the visible church,
imperfect by ils own admission, set up a higher
standard o! membership than Christ has established for
înembership in the invisible church ? Is il reasonable ?
Is il scriptural ?

It is not reasonable, because il is manifestly impos-
sible, with the diversities of human disposition and
environnient, to bave absolule uniformity of belief or
practice, in aIl pariiculars, in any organization o!
iiunan beings. There are no two persans in the same
sect who agree on everything. Men's minds are consti-
tuted differently, as are the trees of the wood, the
flowers of the field, and the birds of the air. They
must differ, because they are différent. The attempt ta
establish unîformity ina social customs, in business
metbods, in civic matters, in literature o.- art has
always failed ; and now, after two thousands of years,
Christianity bas also failed ta secure uniformity. It is
impossible; it is undesirable. God did not rnake tbe
wvorld that wny, and wve cannot make it over again.

Nor is uniformity scriptural. The apostles differed
about niany things, as we know by the inspired record
o! tbeir lives ; and yet they acknowledged one another's
apostieship. The teachings o! the inspired record
show niost plainly that non-essentials cannot properly
bc made tests of memibersbip in the church. Christ
said, *4 lit that believeth on the Son bath everlasting
life ; he that believeth not the Son of God canneI sec
life "; and on thc cross Hie acknowledged as saved a
poor malefactor, who bad flot been baptized, could not
be, bad not even seen the sacrament o! the Lord's
supper, and who wvas doubtless absolutely ignorant cf


