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without and warm and close within, ne that the numw
ber in attendance was not unusually large, and thos%
present woe not feeling especially briglit. The meet.
mng, partly ôwing te the dull address of the speaker

was net the rnost inspiring kinci, yet there wus sein(
.interest awakened, and a fair collection raised. Tht
thurch hueaa h euî for suoe tirne past without a pas.
.tor. La8t sumeor student Macallui had charge of thEt
work. Ute essence of prudence and the elixir of truE
piety seelil te have been su well rnixed into that younp
brother'a nature as to, give flavor tu ail ho says aM
does, and cortainly the rnernory he leaves bohitid him
ia very creditable one. At present. the 11ev. F. Mc.

Leed, a graduate of Andover serninary, ia supplying
the pulpit with a view to, the pastorate of the church.
R1e is said te be a fine preacher and appears te be in
foul sympathy with our F. M. work. Leaving Ecen-
omy, 1 went; to Londonderry, teok the Jutorcolenial
Railway train, and returned to Montreal.

Thuis ends the first two mionths of mny labor. Dur-
ing that time 1 have visited nearly ail or churches ~in
Qutibec, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. Delivered
addresses a,' sixty-two meetings, visited a largte nuînber
-of personi~ sick and well. Travelled 3,760 miles, and
mny expenses including cab fare, pullman car when
needed, snd nearly two huxîdred and fiffy miles of stage
travel, were $66.30. Rad 1 visited the Lower Provin-
ces at an earlier season they would liave been less.

THE .F.RE.EDOM 0F THE' PULPIT.

Tu Vie Ediior:%
The question raised by Mr. Beaton is one of those

whieh are coustantly cropping up in -the churches sud
which deniands constant wisdom, the wisdoir which
cornes frein above, tu deal Nwithi it.

It is in no canting or gocdy-goody spirit thaît 1 say,
]et pasters and ehurches alike seek for Divine guidance
with a due sense of responsibility, and it will not be
withheld.

Mr. Beaton pîcads stroîxgly for the pout and the
hhinker. Ris uîeLaniixîgi luot par-ticuli,.ly cer, for tho
rhetoric of his lettur is nmoru I>romninumît tha» its logic,
but apparently it is a claini on behiaif of certain per.
.Bons who consider theraselves poets, and certain others
who eall theinselves thiimîkers, to a large license ln thoir
pulpit utterances bucause cf these chara cteristics.

Now there a-ce poets and puets. 1 neyer knew the
cehurches object tu the mnaîî of genius who clothîed the
lruths of our commun salvation iu poutic imagery.
Sucli are always ivelcome, and their songs speedil'
înake their way round the world.

But the chure' Ls jealous, and m-ith good reason, Of
iuen who claimn that beçause they have (or think they
lave) the Ûoetic faculty, it'does not niatter whether
what they sing i8 true7 or false. Despite of aoin
sueers at orthodoxy that nibet us now and then, it ast
'bo presumed that there are such thing8 as trutIt and
falaehood, andi it is géiqjally understoud smongst us
that religious truth lu not a thing for men to be groping
after lu the dark nowýa-days. .We have founti it, andi
;an unspeakable prize it is. It lu worthy of aI the
peetry that illustrates it, and if more poets try their
lands at furthor ilustration, the churches wii bid
-theni God-speed ; b;ut when.the poet wanders off iiito
legs anti darkness, brilliant as bis genius may bo ho is

EXIT SALEM.

Mpn. Ei>aTo,-Thie following paragrapli i s clipped
troni the Halifax, N. S., Cihrotiie of 23rd Janu., andiaà
significaneis showing the departure of oui denomina-
tional relie in the capital cf N. S.:

"The saloni church building, wbiclî iras purcbased
by Mr. E. W. Croase, te bu eonverted into mercantile
promises, has conimenceti te undergo the. necelmary
changes, carpentera being at work inside yesberday. "

Salem» church, wvhich bas practically, as a body,
ceaseti % exist for some yeara, hati for soemo time a
9trugglbng existence. It -%s supplieti alniost entirely
by pastors frein Erugland, and was aided lu tlieir sus-
tention by the Colonial Missiomary society. For 80v-
oral years the edifico bas lieen eithuer closeti altogether,
or teniporarily occupieti by abîmer denominations fer
Sabbath scbool or liassion work. The hope bas bee»
fostoreti by some of us that au effort would be made
by our Congregational hfissieuary society te start
the work thore afresh as a city mission, the ,builàing
boing well located for such an enterýrîse. Howeve'r,
Halifax from some cause does net seem. te ncumish
Congregationalisir sud years age the old MdathIer
chiuroh of that city, named af ber Cotten Mathqr, glidedl
quietly fromn us into i'resbyteianim; sud thoen te ide
any suspicion of its puritan ancestry receivect its pros-
eut naine ef St. Mhathew's, which would sound eneuügh..

flot wanted in the church. Byrunnanmd Shelleys are
out of place there.

With regard te thinkers, thora are differont sorts of
theso adiso. There are young thinicers, aud old think-
ers. There are thinkers who iiow*where truth respect-
ing Divine thingis la to bo found, andi who, are content
to apeîîd their intellectual mtreiingtla in uzdrtanding,
expounding, illutrating and en.foreing the record.
There are others who are amubitions to ovolve the0lTogi
cal truth eut of their 0wn consciousneas, or who ta3k
their inspiration froiui mn of this stan]p. Such aire
evur lumrning, btit noever conle u th Ui knowledig o f tic
trath.

The churchea generally give a hearty welconîe to the
firat. But if they are jealous of tho second, eau lb bo
w. îndered at Long experience lias dernonstrated thaï;
such thinkers, ne niatter how powerful their intellects,
only ovolv'e therefreni mere lies andi phantasies, so
they become more blind leaders of the blinti.
k Your correspondent sneers at plirasemnongers. 1 ai»
'iut aware that duIlneas is glorificti either in the Divine
word or tbe experieuce of the cburch, but if the choice
had W b h madie, 1 we-ald rathur listen tu truth fruit, a
phrasumonger than te lies from a puet auid thinker.
Mr. Beatbon casta a side-fii ait orthodoxy. But wbaltX
is orthodoxy ? *Right teaching, is it not 7i Teaching the
iricth! Douas our friond wish te teacli filasehood?' A
Cengregational eburcli a sarcely the place for that.

Rie refera more tljan once ' ,dead creeds.
A minister who knows the Christian world *as it is,

shîould be aware that the great creeds of Christendeni'
aud the great confessions cf the older zliurclies are net
dead, but living anti powerful forces inýýtho, experlouce
ef millions cf Christianis cf the present day.

A Chr;stiait churcb lu not a frethoughts club, andt
%vu thit liste» ilave sonie rights in this muatter.
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