
SCRIPTURAL TERMS 0F ADMISSION TO BÀPTIS.1:

read of it as ronewed apparently with Noah (Gon. vi., 18), îlot as a covenant,
but "my covenant "-a phrase implying even then a previeus establishment ; and
tlîis view is f urthor borne eut by the declaration of the Ap)oF'1! 3 (Gai. iii., 17>
that it waa Ilconfirmned" with Abrahamn, and is stili ini force witn ail his spiritual
seed. It was, therefore, Abrahamic, only iîî no far ais it wus mde more spocitic
than before, and included certain tempural blessings peculiar tu the Hebrew race;
its much greater spiritutal priviloges are the portion of ail who bohieve. The only
change that has taken place (with the change of dispensation from the Jewish tu
the Christian) in the substitution of the seal of baptistn for that of circumicision,
as more in harmony with the new economy than the bloody and painful rite which
i:Hence, in the absence of comimand to restriot baptism to aduits, it is justly

Iargued that it must be administered to the sanie parties as beforo-to children as
well as te their parents. The burden of proof, thereforo, lies itot upon those wlîo
baptize infants, but upon those who, without warrant froni their King and Lord,
h lave altered tho provisions of His covenant, and refuse to baptize tlîem. Had
the great commission run--"l Go, teach ail nations, cirtcumcisiing theni in the naine
of tho Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost," no one could. have doubted

i for a moment that, aithougli our Lord did not specifically mention children, He
intended them to ho associated with their parents as foriierly. How, thoen, oail
wo hesitate as to His will, now that the comimand is te, bapfize, instead of to cii'-
cumoise, the converts to the Christian faith ?

With this viow, the records of the Chiristian Churcli, as centained in tho Acts of
Aposties, and in the history of early post-apostolic tinies, cntiroly harmonize.
For oxample--we have ne instance in the New Testament. of the baptism of
p)arents alone in the Preseiîce of thoir family. Agaixi, we have no instance of tluo
baptisai cf any child -of Christian parontage, in aduit age, on profession of faith,
although the inspired ercord covers a îperiod of ovcr sixty years after the planting
of the first Christian church. Stili further-out of twenty-eighit instances of
baptism particularizod iii the New Testamient, four were cortainly househiold, or
famnily baptismns-those, viz., of Cornolius, Lydia, the Jailer at Phxilippi, and
Stephanas, while four ether heuseholds are nientioned in such a manner as to
irnply their baptisni, viz., those of Crispus, Aristobulus, Narcissus, and ()nesi-
îihorus. And, once more, ne trace is found of any coniplai-.-t on the part of Jewish
converts or of Judaizingr tcachcrs, of the exclusion of their children from the coven-
-tit ini ihich formerly thoy had a part, which diere undoubtedly would have
been, had baptismi been withhield froia them. Adet, nowv, te these facts, the
ftirther facts that ail the early Christian wvriters confirmi the testimiony cf Aug us-
tine, th-at infant baptism, ias net iastituted by aay couuxcil, but lias always beouu
in luse, and that AntipSoed-baptisni had ne existence as the distinct tenet cf amy
Christian seot until the appearance of the Xaldeases in tho latter part cf the

itweifth century, an'd we liave an amoutnt cf evideunce in support cf infant baptisni
that te us, uit loast, is perfectly overwhlelming.

Poedo-Baptists, however, difièr as te then propor subjects of infant baptiai,
somne cf tiieni holding with the late Dr. Wardlaw, and the late rovercd Principal
Lillie, cf our own college, and mnany others, thuat the rite is te ho adinînistered te
t'li clildren of believing( parents only; wvhile others adopt the view cf the Rev.
Dr. Halley, axîd cf the E-Fi ,fish, ini distinction fromn thse Seottish churches geuser-
aily,-that the great conimissiei-, "1Go ye therofore, and teach (disciple) ail nations,
baptiziîîg theun, tçc, requires us tu baptize ail who cernle, or xnay be breuglît by
their parents, to be instrncted iii the way cf tue Lord. To quote frein Dr. Halley,
i(The Sacrauxients> Part Il., page 6 :)--" Lot it ho understood, that iii our opinuion,
the great arguaient for the baptisaii cf infants, is the plain graniniar cf the only
commission wvlich 'wo have reccivod te baptize at ail. If there are any restrictions
te this commission, lot them. be producod, and lot the limnitation cf the word
Ilthem," i n the phrase Ilbaptizing them," deriving its breadth cf mieaning frei
the antecedent, Ilail the nations," be fairlyceuxsidered. To any part cf the conmmis-


