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the duties on other branches, particularly scrap iron, bad
been harmonious therewith. The incongruity was the re8ult
of the obstinateness of Sir Charles Tupper, who, in that mat-
ter at least, was only a theorist, and who would not listen to
the suggestions of practicai men. His idea wus that the pig
irori duty plus the bounty would ho sufficient te establish the
biast furnace industry, to do which would require several
years, and that ini the meantime the wants of the country for
rolled iron could be quite prornptly and cheaply met by
placing a very low duty-$2 per ton-on wrought s<çrap. Re
did not seetn to recognize the fa.ct that no blast furnace ever
built could produce a single uniform quality of iron anly, and
that if furnaces were buit it should ho made possible to utilize
every variety of iron that rnight be produced by thern. It
coite more to couvert pig iron into puddled bars than te roli
scrap iute merchant iron. Iii the first instance two processes
are required, inthe latter but one. With a duty of but $2
per ton on scrap it shouid not have been expected that Cana-
dian iron men would ereet puddling furnaces when their raw
material could be hal at inuch lower oeiL' If these iren mon,
then, declinod te build puddiing furnacea and become consum-
ers of pig iron, wbere, pray, wore the furnace men te find a
market for such of their pig iron s ceuld not be used for
foundry purposes?1 Foundry p ig is always in demnand, but
how could the mili iron ho disposed of i

Clearly, thon, the Government orred ini piacing the duty on
scrap se low; and if we are ever to have blast furnacea and a
prosperous pig irodi industry the error must ho corrected.
The duty on muck iron is $9 per ton, and if that ie what it
ought te be, and perhaps it is, the duty on aIl scrap, both
wrougbt and cast, should be the saine. If it was we would
very soon have last furnaces enough te supply our entire
demand. There would be sucli a variety of foundry iron pro-
ciuced by them as te meet ail the requirernts of foundry -
men ; and thero wouid ho an output of miii irons sufficient to
manufacture ail the puddled bars the railways anid ail other
consumnera weuid require. If thus wore done the price of
merchant iron would not ho advanced, for as it now is we
import large quantities of bar iron.

The roliing miii mon would net favor the change, but it
would ho of great benefit, not oniy to ail consumors of iron,
but te the counltry at large. The rolling miii mon would be
forced to erect puddling furnaces, and this would give largely
incroased ernployrnent to labc r ; and instead of our importing
hundreda of thousands of dollars worth of pig, scrap and bar
iron every year, the money would be saved tn the country, and
Canadian capital and Canadian labor find new and profitable
ernpieyment. ____

AS TO CANADIAN CEMENT.

IN our last issue we aliuded to the fact that the Departmont
of IRailways and Canais had determined te ignore the use of
Canadian-made ceulent in the construction of tho Souian-
ges Canal, giving the preference te the English article. We
understand that this dotermination v as arrived at aftf'r tests
of ail the varieus kinds of cernent had been made under the
supervision of the ongineer ini charge of the work ; and as ho
reported very strongly in favor of the English Portland cernent,
the Dopartment proposed te adopt his recommendation.

The engineer in cl.arge of the Soulanges Canal is, we are
informed, Mr. Thomnas Monroe. We are aise told that s01ne
time prier te the commencement of this work, this gentienWî1
wus sent te England by the Dominion Governanent, to observe

lmow such work was. being doue in that country, and particu-
larly the Manchester Slip Canal, then in course of coil'
struction. Mr. Monroe was the engineer in charge of tilb
Welland Canal enlargement, and in that responsibie, positit»'
liad occasion te kuow, and did know, of the quality and valule
of the cernent that was used in that important work.

We quite f ully appreciate the fact that it is the desire 5

well as the duty of the Goverimnent te use oniy the very best

materials in the construction of se important a work as the
Soulanges Canal, aud that in deciding in sucli ,lattera greae

reliance inust lx placed in the recommondations of the en)gifleers
whose business it is te investigate the mienit of the articlo

available for use in the works. But in our opinion it is algo
the duty of the Government te have seme knowiedge of what
its engineens have previously done in the way of 105king9

recmemndations; and te know why, if an engineer *had Pv e
vieusly muade a reconîmendation rcgarding an article, lie
shouid subsequentiy reconrmend iLs rejoction, or why lie sh0ld
net again recomnend it. In this instance it was within tihe
kuowledge lof the Departmcnt that there were quite a nuaiber Of
concerns in Canada engaged in'the manufacture of Portla"d
cernent ; that Canadian cernent lîad beeni very extensiveiy ue

in the construction of canaIs and other public works, tiiet 't
had given the utrnost satisfaction in sucli works, and thst

many of the inost eminent Canadian engineers had recoO'
mended the use of these Canadian cements. Thlis infor)ll)&tl

was and is witlîin the kueoviedge of tIe Departieut of RSiî-

ways and Canais, and aise that Mr. Monroe, who now recon)'
monda the use of a foreign cernent in the construction Of the

Soulanges Canai, when ho. was engineer in charge Of tliO
Welland Canal made a certificate te the offect that during tbe
proviens tour years about one million bushels of a cernent o-0
at Thoroid had boon used in the construction of that canal tbe 1

in bis charge.

If the manufacture of cernent in Canada w'ere a nev I

dustry, and the monits of the article unkuown and untried, '

iniglit be weli for tIe Government te decline using it ifl't
construction of public works. But it is well known that

rueit excellent cernent lias been made in Canada for the l$e "

flfty years, and that it has been geaieraily accepted bY tb

Goverumont in many of the meut important worics which hs"@
been constructed. Mr. John Pâme, Chief Engineer of CaP"&'
writing efficially from Ottawa relative te a cernent rnsfluts

turod at Thoroid, isys :-" For the past forty years the Me0
obtainod at Thorold lias been used on various extensive P"~'
works, and in overy instance the result las proved hibil'~
satisfactory. It wiIl compare favonahi>' with any 'naturgI Oe

artificial cernent that 1 know of." *Mr. Thomas
now engineer in chrgo of Lhe Soulanges Canal, whule oiigDW

in charge of Ltme Welland Canal, wrote :-"l During the pw,
four years about eue million bushels of Thorold hydrSuîî
cornent have been used in Lhe construction of the canai wor -

in my charge. This exponience onablos me te testifY tO~
excellence of the article." Mr. W. G. Thotopson, le

enginoer on the Welland Canal, ays :-'«" My tests. @1
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