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Annual meetings. The Canada Palier Co. An-
nuial 'Mceting is called for 8th Marci, tlic Bell Tcle-
pdîoîîc Co., on 24t1î iiist., anti the NWitîuipeg Street
Raitway Co., on 8thi Match.

The Canadian Fire Insurane Co. Winn*ieg,
lîeld ils atntial mîeeting, at NNîniîî:peg, on 8th ilnst.
It lias $1,087,0o0 of PcOlicies ini force; thc capital Paisl-
ipi is, $67,810; and assets, $108,763. A dividcîid of

1) per cent. for the ycar was declarzed.

Major <ex.aldermnan) Costigan lias joined lir.
F.red. R. Allcy, the well-known real estate and in-
c>t.iiiîcnt agent. floth genitlemecn arc otd. Moutreaiers,

ý&,1d tlicir fricîtids arc legion. The firni will bc known
.«t. Ailey' & Costigan.

Members of the Mutual Reserve Fund Life As-
sociation ini Pittsburg, l'a.; Riclrnond, Va.; Eastoln,
M\d. -, Newcastle, lia.; Knîoxville, Tcnu.; Clîark-s-
î.,in, S. C.; Atlanta. Ga.; Denver, Colo., anti other
J.f'acs arc grcitly stirrcd up) over the increased assess-
suciits. Iii niost of tlîc chties nanîied tmenibtrs have

1.1 iiîîceîirgs to deteriiiiine wiîat to (Io about it.-E..

The Equitable Lite Assurance Society scntts uis
ti.c corrccted figures of its Caniadiani business for
î'4)7 as folIowvs

\~et t'lcm*muîns.....1..........................
Sç%w 1nsurance issucd and týken .................
T..îaI Insurarce in force At etnd of yrat ...........

$653,860.8
1.745.88

19#o70,13

Thec Metropolitan Life Insurance Company of
Ncv York reports ils Canliai businiess turî:îg
isfy7 as ulldcr-

Indugtril. Generai. Total.
Vi'.nliims............5î8,940 $1,063 s»ooo2
New Insurance Isuiedi

and tie..... .. c-367*c65 51471 5,878,536

fýIoiai isutance iii 5-3137,876 762,630 6 ,830,506

The Banik cf British North Anterica bas de-
eI-arCd a diVidend of 2 1-2 per cent. for the secot.d
lia:li year of î&)7, iîuakiîîg at the rate of 5 lier cent.
per ;iiiiinm for the ycar. In addition the sutu «if
4"to.ooo lias been transferred to tue Rcservc Ftuîs,
ziiit £3.726 carried forward. The dividcnd for cach
'-d te two preccdîig ycars was at the rate of 4 p2r
cvtit. The Geiteral Net!titig will be lield on r.
î,î. \Ve coîigrattîlaîe the Bank of Britishî North

a n the rcstîlt of th:~ vcars btlis':%s. I fi
iî..î<n o tlî hîat the reserves of the l1ritisli Bank- arc

aH1 imîve>îed iii British Conisols.

Mr. W F. Brocb. Inispector in lte Canadiasi
liafflK (if C'ommîerce, Toronxto, lias accepited thc Chiie!
Insîieetorsli of Uic ?.-Icrcliatits' Batik, of Halifax.

.Nr. Brock lias becn iii the service of the Bank o!
Ctiiîiiîierce for Y8 years. It is fiatteritig to MNr. B.*1- . Walkcr, Gencrai Man'tiigcr o! the Balik of Coint-
nierce. wlio lias partcd %vitl Mr. flrock wvith regret.
tlnat tht' assistant caslicr. of tlîc M.ercliatits Banik of

'llfa.Mr. W. B. Torrance of Halifax, anti the
iiiîur of the «Montreal office, Mir. Pcasc, ant i T-
ýpretnir Tlrock sliould have been traincd in the Batik,
ni Commuerce. The staff of tue Banik of Commerce
lias presented M,%r. Brock with a valuable time-piece.

Canadian Miliers' Mutual Fire Insurance Cao
Titis conmpatiy lield its l9th Anutai Meetinîg oit 21t
tûlt., at 1latniiltoii, wieîî a report was liresenteil, show-
iiig 1897 to have bccii a stuecessfiil year. The conu-
P-ny' b'as 264 pulicies il' force, coveriuig risks tor
e5S0,750, Of wliicti $27,400 is re-iîîstîret. Tlic assets
arc reported to bc $to6,155, of whicii $îo,ooo ivas
added out of iast year's profits. 'rite oîily loss lasit
yvar ivas $4,55o on a iiil at Orillha, destroyed by
tiefective ciectric wiring. Mr. \V. Sîtidfer. Waterloo,
is Prcsidenit, and Mr. 5a.Goldie, \ic-l>rcsidetit.

ON THE FLOOR 0P THE Brooxr EXOHEANQE.
W~edîîes<ay, Fcbruiary 2-3Vd, i&>8.

Ille rcpcaîed cautions wiit wc hiave givcnl Our
rcaders for several wvecks have, wc liope, scrvetl to
cave thei front los., duriîig the fat! iii vatues, wlîici
bias happenied <turing the last few days. he check
to bull speculation wvas tic resultatit of thîrc forccs,
tlireatcitcd war betwcen tie Unitedt States anti Spaiii.
restîltiîîg frot the disaster to thec Unîtcdl stales
battle slîip 'iNaiuce;'-iear of %var bctween Eîglaiîd
and Francc over the C'ongo tcrritory anti the ratc war
between the C-tuadiaîî Pacific andi Grand Trunk Rail-
ways, in wlîiclî the Anîcrican western Iiues have takaii
part. The New York înarket broke hecaviiv for likec
reasons, and a twehîtv per cent. decliînc in £\etrop)o-
litan Tractions ]lit iiiany M\otitreal speculator so
liard that ic>' %vcre obliged to seli local stocks.

On the whIole our mnarket stood tic strahiin r-
ably weli, and at no tinte ivas tiiere an-ir'lîî likc a
panic in te Board Roornn. Culstoîners have ail mnade
îuioncy duriiig the last fcw niontlis, and arc %vcl1 able
to stand losses.

A very large atînou.it of Catnadiani Pacific wvent hack,
to Londion, anti titis relieî'vd our iîarke.* gi-eatiy.
Pacific at 8o pays 5 lier ccent., wlîictî is quite etiotîgli
to give it attractions to iîwcestors at that price.

Toronito Railwva , wii is lield Ibv spectilators siiore
largcly than any otîter stock uspon the list, n:;at
suffereti rnost, but recovercd j>ait of thc Ioss. The
wholc list suffed miorc or les% frot forccd sclliîîg
to protcst iarginis, ])lt closted firiin two to thrce points
better ail round.

There is still i ed for cautioni, but tittie for alarmn.
As wve pointcd olit soute ivecks agn, the scîîriîics
dealt in on the \Iontre.a1 Stock E.xclianlge arc ahîîost
ail uiidoubtcdty linecst, and have a rcai valle. Tl.«tt
the market price is 'a soniec cafcs aizove tueite is
possible, but SO long as îlî,ore is i stticv dividclîd
çarning powvrls the investor or Ille ç)cctiitttr wvitlî
ample niargin nccd hîave little fcar.

Canada is prosperous, aui lier prospe)rity wvill lot
be affccteld by distturtîaiiecs il, forcigil collittriQs.
Thîcre arc, hlowever, Sigus .htla the illoîuwy market is
growing MOre cOnservative, anti wc shait not be sur-
Prised to sec an advance in ra«tes beforc long. Even


