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cai] side. Ili tlîis building ail the interior cohuinus
are protected %witlî a tlîickîc*ss of a-, jucheb ire brick
"fuirriiîg. ' lle coîîstructivii îruvidtc. a soid< iloor oi

ilIcollIbustible, no01 coIIîclctitlg nIaterial tllat is 17
ichles ini îlickuness. To obviate coniflagration risk the

Walls CXPOsted 10 it are liiilt UP SOlid 4 frýet ini thicknless
to a1 Jîciglît of :oo feceî. so that there art 2 feet, of solîd
brick, work betweeii the exterior anci the irouî coluiiiiis
ineased iu the %wahl. There are 3o,ooo gallons of water
stored in tanks, wvitlî connectionîs 011 0each story by
portable liose. The highiest inhabated building n the
world seluts lkely to be iost worthy of beilng des-
cribed as " fjtre*proof."

TUE LATE MR. GEORGE ROSS ROBERTSON.
'."ie deaili of %Ir. George Rloss Rouertsou reinloves

onîe of the niost proiiiiiient figures froun the Canadian
fire izîsurance fieldi. Us ivas boni iii this Proviiice, and
broîîghh to MNontrecal iii infanicy, so that lie regarded this
city as, practically, his niative place. Althouigl a mni of
great euiergy, %vide experieuce iii business, and extensive
personal connections, lie ivas always averse ho appcariiug
ini public affairs, or society ouiside ii doinicsic circle.
His %vliole force %vas coîîcentratcd on business duties,
and in that. sphcere lie was a great power. li iS65 lie,
entered lire instîratîce brokerage bunsitness, %lîîcli lie butîtt

-uipto sucli.a degree ofsiiccess asto10 have îo rival. Ilis
tivo sons. George Ro.ss and Williamî S. Robertson, whio
ivere associated witi thecir f.îthcr soine ycars, will cou
tinile the b>usiness of the firi.

The extent of NIr. Robertsoli's operations uiay be
judged by lus haviîîg, at the tiiiie of bis duease, been
speciazl agent for the Northi British & Mercantile;-
Roval;- Comumercia-l Union ; Liverpool Z& L.ondcon -S
Globe>, Western ,Atlas: Queîx.c , Caltcloian.i; London
Assurance; and Plieîîix of HIartford. li the counicils
of Iliose ind ollier coiinpanies, Mr. Robertsoni excrcised
a grcat influence. Ini business circlcs lie wvas vcry
înuicli rcspcîecl as a îhioroîighly honorable citi-
zcin. We tender our coîidolences to tic widow and
fainily, whc' have beeîi i)arted frein an affectionate,
lione loving husband anîd faîlier, wliîose exanîple ks a
rich iuheritauce to bis sous, and wlîose nwîuilory aIl1 bis
large circle of frieîîds Nvill cherisli wili respect.

FINANCIAL ITERS.
Counterfeit Anierican silver dollars arc in circula-

tion lu this cit. This is a very- decided silver
*1uîsance.

Mr. Louis Deguise, wlîo lias bciî acting as pro-
'isioix-l nmanager of La flaîîiqtic Nationale iii îlis cil>-,

lias rcecived bis forînal appointuielit to that positiotn.

Exports frorn the Dominion for first four inotlîs
of fiscal year were $48,646.9jS6. a decrease of hiall a
miillionî coipared, %vith i '8. Up to Septeniiber tlhey
hiad slîown aul incrense over last vcar, but October
exports saîk very loiv and turned tlie scale. lThe im-
ports for saine terni %ere $39,S 13 ,073, ail increase of
$5 x3,ooo over :S94. The increise in Custo;ns rceipts
is puiig thxe revenue iii guod condition.

The Merchants Bank of Canada ivill open a brandi
on cornier of Notre Daime and Richmnond streets in the
preini.es receîitly u.,ctipiecl b>, a brandi of the People's,
liallk.

The Bank of Montreal is paying to-day (211( iiist.)
the biai f% year's iiîtereA- ou Province of Quebcc 5 Per
cent. loaîis Of 1874 and 1876. and o11 City of boitreai 5
per cent. loans of i874. and 1879, and 4 per cent. debenl-
turc stock.a

La Banque du Peuple ks beisîýz larassed by a
nuiiîber of sulîs coinunenced by deposihors for recovery
of thecir inuey. INessrs. De MNartigîîy and ChiptuIi
lha-ve witlidraw?, as tlîeir work is euded. Aineetiig of
sharehiolders .ilbe lield on the l7111 iîst., Mieni the
future course of the batikl ililihe decided.

The clearings in the Dominion of Canada last week
were: M\oireil St12.370,944, increase 6.o per cent.;
Tororito, $6.960.746, increase 12.9 per cent. Halifax,
$1.370,705, iincrease i S. i per cent. , WVilluiPtg, $1,937,-
339, inCrease 21.3 per cent. - Hamniltonî, $731.764,
increase 9.9 per ceint Total, $23,372,495 increase
10.4 per cent.

Messrs. Farquhar, Forest & Co.. privatebankers,
Halifax. N. S., suspended rccently. The lirm, acted
as agents of tile Royal Insurance Co., and did a mer-
canitile business as welI. '%Vc very mucli regret the
collapse of this oid and inuch respcted house, and
trust the estate wilI prove equal to meeting the liabil-
hies, and leaviîig a comfortable surplus.

]Russia is about coining gold on a large scale, pro-
bably soine So millions of dollars, which would raise
lier stock of gold to close upon 6oo mnillionis. This
is beiiig done, it ks tlionghît, for the purpose of redcemn-
iîig a large aniouiît of paper curreney, îvhich is at a
discount, etc., placing the national currency ini doser
touch witli tlîat of othier couintries. Probably also the
coutitîgetîcy of war is moviug Russia to lay up a heavy
gold revenue.

The Montreal Clearing House returns for %%eek
endinlg 28111 November ainounted, ho $12,370,941, which
is$2,5 lu exces;s of sauie weekz 1894, and $1,555-947
more than those of 1893.- The figures do flot reach
thbS Osof i1 or i 892 for lec ciles wvhere banlz clearings
aire niade iii Canada, but show cverywliere considerable
iiicreast:s over correspoudiîig periods inl 1893 and 1894,
inclicaîing that a larger volune of businiess is beitigdonc
tlîk year til i itei two precediig ones.

British Columbia gold îniiig conipanies are
being orgaiied ou a large scale. Trîe last B. C.
Geazelle contaixis nîotices of four new companies. We
trust ilie cotnpafiies aire aIl ou a solid finaucial basis.
Thcre is no doubt as to the iliieral wealth of the
Province ; but great as 1h is, thue developmnent of coun-
paimies îîîay proceed ln ch faster thaîî the developmnent
of mines :-if tlis goes oî, nifa speculation boom sets la,
a7s is threaleîîed, tlîe Province w~ill be seriously ln-
jured.

The reduction of the U.S. Treasury gold reserve
to 32- milliotns, :8 mnillionis lxelow tlue legal minimum.
despite the issue of bonids for the special purpose of
keepiîig up the reserve, :and the efforts of thue Roths-
cliild,.Morgin syndicahe, is a remarkablc proof of
îlîe futility of artificial financing ho over-ride tlie
supreiîie laws whicli govern tic niovemnents of interna-
tionîal finiance. Vhîen European crcditors require gold
t o uteet tueir deunands, they nTre bond to get it. or catue

Itrouble.
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