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bis deatit, the cost 10 the iîîsurud \Vas $5.st9 per thon-
Sand. VJill the iloisy advocates of " inisuralxce aI cost "
lincer the assessinetit systein niakze a ilote or titis by
tie side of tic fact that iii nillier Petîtîsylvanlia iii
stittution, o11 the assessînent plant, Uie Uiteîd Blirret
&Nutuali Aid Society, the cost per llîousaîid to, tie aver-
age nieiuber in the twcnity-secoîîd year of ils existence
%VaS $62.6 6 , aîid the avecrage anîîutal cost for tlie whole
22 years miore thian $26 per tlîotsaiid ! They iamýy also,
profitably ilote that the e/cv6flt/ yeir's exp)erienice or
the Mutual Reserve Futnd, with te average age of its
niem"bcrship) nt 46, cost an average of over $t i per
tltousand. About Nv'hat wili be the cost at this rate of
.uch of te -'reseut nieihers as live tO bc 76 Yea'r-s old?
The e-xamuple, froîn the Peint Mutuai is onily a sanîple
leaf out of the large volumiie oi e.xpleriences of ail1 Uic
level preiiiii coînpaîîies.

THE PIRE ENSURANCE OUJTLOOK.

As we approacli the opeing days of 1893, the aux
jous inquiry as to the kiind of istory wviiclî is ikcly
to beinade by fire underwritiing naînrlally airises. XVitl
the close of 1891, conîpletinig thîe scorclîing record of
more than a liuindrcd and forty-îlîrec inlilîjoj dollars'
worth of property buriled lup iii the Unîited States and
Canada, entailing a less of inore la ineîyt3-olie
millions to, the insurance coînpallies, underwritcrs
began seriously to, ask ecd ollier: \Vlaî experience
Will 1892 britng to us? In fifteeîx days inore that ques-
tion will have been aniswercd. Barring aity unusually
destructive conflagration witlhin Iliat limle, it secanis
reaonably certain that the outcoînie for tic conipanies
will be somiewhat less disastrous thaît tat of the
precding year. Not very nîncli less, periaps, but 3'el
enough s0 10 inspire te hope Iliat b2etter tlîings are iii
store, and that a reasoriable prosperity otîly waits f-"r
the application of colunion-sense nxeîlîods by a unified
body- of ivorkers. The experiences of the past tvo
years have, we tlîirjk, pretty effectually coniviuiced coin-
pany mianagers that fair promnises iii the board rooni
.-% foui play in the field, subscribing to conipacts "iid
winkitîg at their violation wvbenever a good point ib t0
,e scored, and conducting te campaigît on a basis of
insincerity generaliy, is flot ouly deuloralizing and un.
profitable but ruinons.

That the combined wisdoin, of tiie fire uniderwritiing
frternity, joined to hoinest keeping of faith, is equai
to tic surmounling of aill difficulties and the ýurning of
defeat mbto victory aiready appears in wviat lias beeni
done during the current year. Iii Newv *Vork ciîy, for
the first time ini many years, a tariff association which
means soinething and is îlot a burlesque on the ane,
tu been nîaintained effeclively, and other cities and
towas have b'-en, as a rule, successfully doniinaled by
the varions central orgaffizatioîîs, like the Western
Union, tic New Iýi 'gland 1,ýxclange, the S. E . Tariff
Association aud thue Canadian Pire Uaiderwriters'
Association. The elecîrical hazard bas bcen studied
to some purpose and the vagaries of building construc-
tion looked mbt, wvith rates proululgated, to somnewliere
nearly fil the specific risk considered. More important

l'.an ail lias beeni the adoptioni aad sucsflapplica-
tion iii niosl parts of the United States of tie eiglity pcr
cent. co-itîsuratice clauise, and the foraîulalnioiî of the
carefnilly aîîd scientifically coîîstructed UnvrsiMer-
canitile Sciiedule. 'rht the begiiing of the iiîew year
will witiiess its general applicationt to the class of risks
for wii it lins been desigiîcd seenîs to bc a foregonie
conîclusionî. In viewv of aIl tlie forcgoiîîg fluets tîtere
reaiiy seenis to be good grouîîd for the lhole Uit fire
underwriling for 1893 iiiay lie coîîcucted on atiore
clearly defiîed and miore scieîîtific Hiles anîd btittressed
by houest uiîy of endcavor. WVlat aow iinost clearly
reiainis t0 be done is tîxe education of thie public to,
se and practically accept lte niew Ordler of thligs as
lîecessary to tlie contintued iîaîntenance of tliat lrotec-
Lion to property îvhich alone fire insurance affurds, and
tvhichi is ant indispensable adjuinct of aIl cotinuiercial
inleresîs. This wvill be a %vork, of tie, but firmîiiess of
attitude and patience of endeavor wîil accoîuiplisli eveti
titis veiv desirabie resîtit.

TIN-CLADT ViJR.5L.S 11R01 IDOOItI-.

The question wvhetlicr ironi doors anîd sîxtitters
alîachied to, buildings Io prevent fires anîd burglaries are
an advanlage or disadvantage iiistiraiic-wîsi.- lias for
soîneinie beeui a questionî for tiiîdertvriter.- a-, wull a.-, fire
dep)artineuts. Thzese slîuîtters are us.îally :ýtcturJ%- fabt-
cnied on tlîe inside, and wlîeî bo fabteîîed aie genially
quite as inîpregnable 10 ire departîuits iii twe eve.at of
fire as to robbers : tIme re.stlt beîng inucli loss oý valu.îble
tinte at the incipiency of the ire and iiuicît Lair in
obîaîîiig acce.-s to, thte seat of daniger by the fire,îîeîî.
By %vliat îîîeaîîs these wviîdows or dours thah1 bu inade
secure against bîîrglars, and at the saute liime be
accessible 10 ire departineîîls, is the prob'.c:uî to, be
solved. Varions solutionîs of tItis qtlebtioi have beeit
offeèred, aning which we ilote one thal alqîears ait
once effective, simiple, and iiot over costly. IL. is ait
autoinatic arrauîgenient by whiclî ail of the sliuturs on
any floor cati be iîîstatitaneously anîd siîînitaîîeousiy
openied by siînply pnlling a hook, enclosed iii a locked
iron box, attached ho lte building, the key of wltich, is
10 be founid at the nearest eigîinc iîouse Dy tiis
ready ineans firenieîi cati gain access ho, the iie .,vith
but lilîle dclay or trouble, wvhile time burglar is stili
barred ouI-

The clîief object iu placiug iron doors and situtters
on the otuside of buildings is to defend such preunises
front lires ini contiguous buildings, for whilîi purpose
tlîey becotne niore or less effective, as the thrcaleining
fiantes mray be utore or lcss reinote. But wlien sncb

>doors cover openlings ini division walls iii factories,
wvarellouses or large business blocks, where îlîey ttîay aI
aîîy limne be brouglît int close conîtact vith, fires flot
-aaifreqnuily on Loth sides as the saute tinte, they
beconie '.nireliable by tvarping, bulging, and twisîing,
leav; -.g openings througli which f re cati pass by Ihem ;
anid the beavier the niaterial tlie iiore %vîll they bulge,
eeveti with slighl lient; and froîn ltme lîcat ceutred !il
tiienseives Wvill contiîîuiticale fire te adjoiîiî.g bodies.

Pire uîîderwrilers of to-day begin to recognize as
fahlacies many of the doctrines and matters of pracrice


