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The Irish Half of the American

Mr. T. D. Bullivan, M.P, writing in
the Nation, supports Michael Davitt’s
statement that the Tiish comprises half
of the army of Amecrican Indep:n-
dence The Westminstes Gaz: tte of the
20th ult. published a strong letter from
Mr. Huarold Frederlck, challenging—or
rather, emphatically contradicting—a
statement contained in some letters of
Mr. Michacl Davitt to the eficct that
one-half of the army that fought under
‘Waehington and won thoe independence
of the United States were Irishmen It
18 not, I fect sure, enything in the na-
ture of antl-Irish prejudice that has
caused Mr. Frederick to take up this
line. He i3 an American journaltst
and litterateur who, during ihe whole
courée of the Home Rule movement
sbowed himeelf Imbued with warm
symrathles for the Irish Nations? Cause
to which In the columns of the influen-
tial American journals with which he
18 com~~cted he rendered inestimable
service. But it scems to me that Mr.
Frederick, sharlng a feellng common
to a good many of his countrymen,
does not like to hear too much Insist-
ence on the large part played by Irish-
ten In the Mheration of the American
colontes trom the British yoke, and--
naturally—objects to what he regards
as an endeavour to exaggerate tha.
service. Mr. Frederick treats the
statement he desires to controvert as
it it were & new thing, resting on no
awthority. After some introductory
observations, he says:—

“What I really wanted to speak
about is Mr. Davitt's amazing state-
ment that over halt of Washington's
army was Irish. He firat made this as-
sertion last winter; I remember rub-
bing my eyes over & in bewilderment
at the time. Now Le has become so
enamoured of it that he lugs it into
almcat everything he writes In the
name of all that is miraculous, where
can he have got it from 7"

‘Well read ashe is inthe history of his
country it Is, indeed, 4n amazing thing
it Mr. Frederick nevexr saw that estim-
ate until lately. For my own part, I
elways thought §t looked wsomewhat
large; but there was testimony for it
quiie as guod &8 there Is for many lis-
torical which are
ly accepted as truths. To give one in-
stance, I refer to the proceedings of 2@

Revolutionary Army.

lapd previous to and during the Amer-
fean war of independcnee. “ An—thing
like a conmiderable immigmaticn from
Irelend,” he rays, “dld not bugin untll
1598 In this he is mistaken. Thero
wes o eteady and constderable immi-
gratlon from both the North and the
South of Ireland. The Northerng. Pres-
bytersans mostly, fied from the revsl-
1ations and rackrents that were being
imposed on them by some of their
great lanclords, especially by the Mar-
quis of Donegal; the Southerns (ld
from the pressure of the penal aws.
Writing of this period, Marmlon, fn
his * History ot the Maritime Ports of
Ireland,” sayst—

*The eifects of this agrarlan {neur-
reetlon (In Antrim), which extended to
the n,d,)ln'ng counties, serlously affect-
ed the wélfare of the Province of Ul-
ster, and was instrumental in extend-
ing Hberty to the whole human race.
‘Thousands of men, driven from their
holdinge, dissatisfled with the country,
and the deepest r
egainst the Irish landlords, emigrated
to Amerlea  Arrlving there at a critical
moment, and actuated by thelr wrongs,
they jolned the armics of Wasbington
then contending for independence, and
contributed by thelr numbers, as well
as by ther courage and conduect, to
separate the United States from the
British” Crown. ‘The emigratlon ta
Amerlea during the yewrs 1771, 1772,
and 1773 exceeded ali precedent.”
From Beltast, says the writer just
quoted, there sailed In the taree years
named, 30 ships filled with emigrants,
frora Londonderry 36, and from Newry
2¢, and he estimat~s the numher of their
passengers at over 25,000, The Rev. Mr.
Gordon, a Protestant clergyman, In his
“ History of Ireland,” after describing
the agrarian disturbances In the north,
BYAS ==

So great and wide was the discontent
that many thousands emigrated from
these parts of Ulster to the American
settlements, where they soon appeared
in arme agalnst the British Govern-
memt, and contributed powerfully by
thelr zeal and valour to the separa~
tion of the American colonies from
Great Britain,

Mr. Frederick says :— There used to
be e notion, arising out of religlous

committee of the House of Cx
which sat in June, 1779, to enquire into
the causes and conduct of the Ameri-
can Civil War, on which occaslon a
number of military officers and others
who “were there” were examined.
Lord Germain asked Major-General
Robertson, who had served 2¢ years in
Americs, “how were <the American
forces composed, whether mostly of na-
tive A ! or of rom

that was settied
by Irishmen.” I take it on Mr. Fred-
erick’s word that such a notlon exist.
ed, but I doubt that it ever way wide-
1y prevelent. *But we know,” he
says, * that there were about as many
Irish in Maryland as elsewhere—that
is to say, & thin and haphazard scatter-
ing of gentlemen's younger sons, of
merchants, professional men, and
of a roving and ad-

1
various natlons of Burope,” and ho wad
thus answered:—

* Some of the corps consist moauy of

venturoue epicit, answering in its make
up very largely to the Emgllsh and
Sooteit-vom eleraents of the same com-

breaase of thelr progeniters  having
bheen sonewhat longa n the country,

valfed  themeeives  pative  Amerl-
cans Rome  of {boze  Iushmen,
he  polits  cut ed expeditions
uginat the rebels, and n-

¥cted on them great loss and suiferlng.
Yer they were of that class of men
whose fathers had done the same thing
rgalngt rebela in Ireland  They were,
howeter, buf fen in pumber.  The
fact {8 indisputable that the great mass
of the Irish of every class and creed
i Amerha took the side of the revolu-
sonistg eade  aplandid gervice to the
patriot cause. and attested with thelr
blood their right to be ranked amongst
the founders of Americon Jiberty.
Golng on with his argument on the
same line and in the same spirlt, Mr.
Frederick obscrves that amongst the
officers of the revolutivnacy army very
few wer> frish. o mentions three,
and says he knows of no others. Here
are his words:—

“There were on the American side
four importamt commanders who were
Britlsh-born. They were Geneml
Horatlo Gates, an Englishman; Gener«
al Chailes Lee, a Welshman; Admiral
John Paul (Jenes), a Scotchman; and
Generai  Richard Y, an

THE QUEEN'S OLDEST SURJECT

Mr. Taylor, the late postinaster ot
Sarvd, was much tl + oldest man in
the United Kingdom, probably in ihe
whole of tae Queen's dominfons. It Is
aseerted by some, writes o Banbridge
correspondent, that he was born In
1764, this date bemng errived at by come
parizon of events current fn his youth
with which he was more or less con-
nected, by statements emanating from
himself while his memor; was vet
strorg, and by the ages of others who
died many years ago, and who claimed
ts Le piore youthful iban he.

While, however, people who were in-
timately acquainted with him hold the
Lelief that he was 134 years of age,
cthers are disposed to fix his birthday
in 1780, In any case, it Ia quite clear
that his birth-year Is o matter of con-
slderable doubt, and his portralt, quite
a tecent une, does Not sUKEest 4 man
of 130,

Taylor bore the burden of his yeara
very lghtly. He first gaw the light In
a humble cottage situated between the
towns of Tandragee and Scarva. part
of the region once haunted by a notor-
lous rapparee named Redmond O'Han-
lm.. who levled tribute on the English

Irlsbman  Except for a General Con-
way, who did seme staft duty at Wash-
ington headnuarters, Lut never had a
comniand, I krow of no other Irish
general on our side. It s natural, of
course, to mention Brigadicr John Sul-
livan, whe made rather a memorable
Indlan campalgn, but he was born In
what Is uow the State of Malne, and
so was his father before him.”

On that point I have no doubt that
Mr. Frederick will receive enlighten-
ment from Irish-Americans who ore
well verfed in the records of their
countrymen, An Irigh soclety exlstsin
Boston, having for its specfal purpose
the safeguarding and elucidating of
the history of thelr vace on the Ameri-
can conttnent, and I have no doubt
they will be able to refer him to facts
he may rot have met with in the course
ot his reading. In Mr. O'Meagher Con-
don’s work I find memlon of General

and a soldlers In
the English pay when ho had oppor-
turity,

Mr. Taylor uged to tell many stories
of this highwayman. Here 18 a typleal
onei==

“One time, when clogely pursued by
the sodgers, O'Hanlon went the whole
way from the Newrles to where Bels
fast now is on the branches of the
trees, for it was all o wood fn them
times. He was killed at last by oue
of his own men's treachery, his head
was took Inty Newry, and the rest of
tim burfed over the rond there”
O'Hanlon's grave s still pointed vut in
the little cemetery at Balllnabeck.

* Robin Taylor,” as he was famillar-
1y catled, could not be claimed a8 one of
the native Irish; hls forbears nv doubt
came across the water, for Armagh
and Lown belng * forfeited * countles,
were stocked witu immigrants from
the sister Isles. Armagh, Indeed, with
its of fruit ds, 1s still

Wittam T Titz-
ge..1ld, Major-Geneml Clinton, General
Edward Hand, Major-General Stark,
General Willlam  Maxwell, General
Walter Stewart, Malor-General Thos.
Conway, and several others. Some of
those men were born in Ireland, others
in Amerlca, of Irish parents, of one or
two the Irish origin was one generation
more remote. They all gave brilllant
servico to thelr new country, Mn
Frederick mentfons General John Sullt-
van, but passes hlm by with a sur-
prisingly light touch, and w« statement
that he was “born in the State of
Maine, and 8o was his father before
him.”” On the latter point, Mr. Fred-
erick I8 in error. I have before me &
volume entitled * The Miltary Services
and Publio Lite of Major-General John
Sullivan, of the American Revolution-
ary Army, by Thomas C. Amory,” pubs
lished at Boston in 1868, which gives &

natives; others, I belleve the
number, are enlisted fromt such people
that can be got In the country, and
mwany of them mey be Immigrants. I
remember General Lee telling me that
he belleved half the rebel army were
trom Ireland.”

On the same occaslon ona Joseph Gal-
loway, & native of Pennsylvania, who
had, for twelve years, been Speaker of
the Assembly of that place, but who
took the side of the Royallsts in the
war, was examined at consliderable
length, and touching the point abave-
mentioned lie was asked:—“ That part
ot the rebel army that enlisted in the
service of Congress, were they chiefly
composed of natives of Amerlea, or
were tho greater part of theni English,
Scotch, and Irish ? Here is his re-

1

“The names and places of their na-
tivity belng taken down, I can an-
swer the question with preciaion. There
were scareely one-fourth of America,
about one-half Irlsh, the othsr fourth
English and Ecotch.”

This estimate of the natfonalities re-

in the army
may have been a rough one; it was
commonly accepted at the time, and
piobably was not far from the fact.
Mr, Edward O'Meagher Condon, It his
excellent work entitied “The Irish
Race In America,” treats this subject
very tully. Bas|ng hig statements on
Ameri, and other historleal authe- .

that
was not an ldah settlement, I think
r. F the
of the Irish element. Mr. O'Meaghen
Condon, who made & careful study of
the whole subject for the purpose of
his work, says .—
*Irish immigrants, dniven from their

accounit of the matter, Mr.
Amory, T may explain, is (for I hope he
s still living) a member of the gener-
al's tamily, 2 grand-nephow, I think, of
the 'y hero; he

me with this volume In 1871, when he
was in Ircland for the firat time visit-
ing tho old home of his race. He gives

-native land by
and the cverclve meawires of the Br-ll-
ish poured in

ary numbers Into Maryland, as Indeed,
they did into all the other colonles,
during the five or alx years preceding
the revolution. In a Baltisnore paper
of August 20th, 1773 (uhe Maryland

in an an account of the par-
entage of Genera! Sullivan, from which
I take the fellowing passages:—

“ Mentlen is occasionally made of the
father of General Sullivan, in oonnecc-
tion with hls sons, four of whom tous
an active part in the Revolution, These
statements have not niways been pre-

Journal and ), the
following item Is round 1— Within this

elsely and, as what i3 known
of his history explaina In port what

three th d five
emigrants have arrive] frem Ireland.
«.-The events then occurring in fre«

was ble in thelrs, it may not
be cut ot place to correct them.
A native of Iccland, and In birth not

of

land and the to
Amenica to which they led, justify the
belief that the increasc of Maryiami's
population from §5,000 In 1749, to 174,-
000 in 1775, an increase of neagly ninety
thousand in twenty-slx years, was in
great part owlng to the rapld Influx ot
Irish mmigrants.”

On the whole I would say that on this
part of the case, and generally through-
out Mas letter, Mr. Frederick exhibits
a desire to minlmize the indebtedness
of America to Ireland In the trying
times and circumetances from which
she emerged o great, free, and inde-

ties, he several times gives the pro-
portion of Irishmen in Washington's
army as about one-half, and he gives
references to the authors and the works
that support his view of the case.
Really to meet that estimato in print
st this time of day ought hardly be u
novel experlence to any literary man.

After some roferances to Irish gen-
erals on. both sldes In the war of in-
dependence, of which I shall have some
remarks to mako presently, Mr. Fred-
erick gues on th mayi-—

*But, leaving generals aside, whers
were thos great masses of Irlsh
troops ? Where dovs Mr, Davitt im-
agine they came from 7 To have & big
number of Trish recruits you must have
& very large Irish population. Where
ala this large Trish population live T
There were less than 3,000,000 of inhab-
ftants In the cob.nies when they revolt-
ed, and we aw * agularly rich in In-

. formation abe.} thoee people, their dif-
ferences of race, religlon, tempsrae
ment, and civilisation. - We know about
the various kinds of tans in New
Eugiand; we know t the Dutch
snd Palatines of ’Rew York; the
Swedes, \!

natlon,

“1 find nothing,” says Mr. Frederick,
“about any Amecican province, or
even
or even affected by the characterlstics
of an Icish population.” So acute an
observer ought to be able to see whero
the explanation 1k,  Though the
Catholio Irish fled from oppression in
their own lang, it did not at all hap-
pen that they found themselves in con-
gendal company when they got to the
British posseselons beyond the Atlantic.
The sam. prejudices against their race
and religion that filled the hearts of
the English at home were rife amongst
thelr kinemen In the new country, and
operated adversely 1o the Irish immi-
grants. In fact it was not untll the
time of George Washington that the
broad ple of
got effectlve assention In the States.
Thet great man gave to Catholicity in
Americs, and to Irish Catholics in par-
ticular, *a friendly recognition, one
might elmost say @ patronage, that

the ot
me young nation, and the beneficent
eftects of which remain to this day.
Turning from Mr. Fredecick's estimate
of the and status of the Irish

of
Peunnylvanis and Dﬂtw-re' the cava-
lers of Virginla and the Carollaas.
But I find nothing about any province,
or sven considerable settienrent, mould.
ed, or even affeated, by the charactor.
lﬂu ot an Irish Mpnl.thg.

rick, I think, 4

m Volume of the emigratiie from Tre.

in Americe at the time of the revaju-
tion, I eannot help being struck by the
peins he bas teken to show that soime
men of Irieh birtly or deaceni remained
toyal to King Georme, and  fought
agsinst th. Awerican patriots in the
war, o 8id men of every natlonality

in the oclonles, including those whe,

far from the chief

a once powerful sept, he came tu
America cherlshing little loyalty to the
Governtnexrt that had dispossessed
them of thefr Inheritanca.”

In another part of the game volume we
reedi—

“General Sullivan was of Jrish de-
scent. His father was norn in Ardea in
1601, came o Berwick, Maine, as early
as the year 1722, and died in 1796, aged
105 years. His mother came over wev-
cral years after from Cork. She was
Lorn in 1714, and dled in 1801, aged §7.

After all weaith s the test of the
welfate of people, and the test of

called *the English county.”

About a century ago the * Peep-o'~
Day Boys,” *Wreckers,” and * De-
fenders” were rampant {n both of these
countles, and flerce battlss often oc~
curred between the two ' religious sec.
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record postmaster of the Victorian eia.

Ii. 1872 he contracted matrimony with
a Miss Dunlop, & native of an adja-
cent parfsh. Some faclal resemblance
has been traced between Mr. and Mrs.
Taylor and the celebritles of Hawar-
den, but the portrait of the old man
speaks for itsclf. He was a fine old
fellow—honest, straightforward, and
manly, and o lifelong student of the
Bible.

Many beautiful relics of pest ages
have been found in the nelghbourheod
of Hcarva; but the grandest aatlquity
ut them all was this staunch old gen-
tleman, who had se¢n so many years,
both before and since the Union, living
and at last dying within a stone-throw
of where he wss born, and in whose
time the world in aclence, literature,
'y nnue great-

tions* whom they The
famous * Batlle of the Diamond” came
of* when Robert Taylor was well out of
his teens; half & century afterwards
his eyes would glitter when reminded
of those events, and, like Goldsmith's
veteran, he would recount many a tale
of slaughter and tell * how fields were
won."

He has often stated that in 178),
when In his sixteenth year, ho nlayed
music in front of a troop of light iIn-
fantry raised about Tandragee, and
coemmanded by Dr, George Washington
Patton, The lttle regiment was call-
ed away to Count» Louth, and Taylor

er progress than during the lite of any
other porson.
.

S e
AN UNGRAMMATICAL AM-
BASSADO]

The British Foreign Office has per-
potrated an abeurd joke. I lseued a
Parliamentary paper in refatica to the
China question, which is an epitome of
the most amazing and amusing blun-
ders ever lesued froms the press. Bm-
bedded in w despaton, and reading dal-
recily ws purt of it, there appears an
annotation (obviously from the pen of
the Fwelm Becretary, or one of uls

wasg ollleted for e ble period in
Drogheda, where he Improved h's
1 ot d-1 Whet

rot exercl:int military arms.

Taylor remalned a bachelor until af-
ter he had passed his century. In his
nieridian, attired in blue swallowtall
coat, knee brecches, white waistcoat,
beaver hat, and buckles on his shoes,
he was the cynosure of all eyes when
traversing the Mall op his way to wor-
ship In Tandragee church. Between
1790 and 1812 he officlated as precentor
in  the First Presbyterlan meeting
house at Banbridge, of which bullding
not 2 trace har been ‘imble for the
last 30 years,

Early in the present century, when
he had probably resolved to * hang his
trumpet in the hall and study war no
more,”” Mr. Taylor set up a litile gro-
cery store in Scarva. In course of time
it hecame a place of call for letters,
and eventually was subsidized as a
post-oftice.

~Oh, aye,” he would say, T mhud
well when hardly a letter came to the
countryside, and any that did come
mostly cost & tenpenny for carrlage:
the sheet of paper would be folded up
end sealed with wax, and, maybe, tled
with sllk if they wera for the gentry,
tor there was no envelopes in them
days.”"

Though he might have retired long
ago, he refused to be put upon the
shelf, and declared that he would “ Aye
he postmaster of Scarva'—truly the

in the way of
criticlsm of Sir Charles McDonald's
grammaz, but as If to accentuate the
inke, the commendulor himeelf makes
» mistake in und

s remarke with the observation that
Sir C. McDonald and the Tsung-Li-
Yamen muet be left ' to use bad gram-
mar if they prefen” When thy mis.
take was discovered Mr. Curzon sent
out a hurrled note to the editors ap-
pealing tc them to omit the marginal
notes, “ait hiy note in several Instances
arrived too lale.

Recenti,” mker Reed wlshed to sec
some man on some pending legisiation
and telegra=hed to him to come to
Washington. ‘"he man took the firat
train available, but & wash-out on the
wad mude It hinyosvibie for the train
1o proceed further towands its destina-
tion. Golng to R telegraph ataticn he
sent thig despatch to the Speaker :—
“Washout o the line. Can’t come.”
When Reed 1ead the mesaage he sent
back this resly :— Buy a new shirt
and come aayway."”
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wealth ig the of the !
metale, Nonseuse!  reat wealth Is
a great hlessing to a man whe knowa

what to do with it; and for honours,
'}iely are (nestimable to the honour-
able.
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