IN NOVA SCOTIA AND THE ADJVINING PROVINCES.
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He forgets that

to flourish.”  Yes, Great Britnin has flourish-, there is a Ged above him who has respec: to
ed, and Ireland has flourished, but the foun- ) the afizirs of men.  Full af spirit and 1ealth-
dation stone of all this progress, was laid, '€ul vigor, ie puts the day of adversity fav

little as he thought of it, by that great and | from him.
¢, from a'luxurious ende and :njoyment,. a deadly dis-

‘intrepid warrior, Julivs Crwsmr.

various design,—that of gratifying his own -casé seatsupon his vitale.

But hark ! in the midst of all his

His pulse now he-

pride and ambitien, penetrated this island  comes irregular, hic brenthing diflicalt, The
with his victorious army, bat God, who can |dainty viands which lately gratified his paliet
take good out of evil, meant it for good. A, arv brought before him, but they are now dis-

way was thus loid open for the introduction ! tasteful. i
of that glorious gospel whieh was now gain- ; dicines bring no relief.

ing access into different pasts of the Roman’

empire. The mist of superstition and ignor-
ance was now to give way, druidical worship

was to be relinquished, and the beams of the

sun of righteousness was then the first time
«to arise over Britain * with healing under his
wings.” It is this grand event i British
History, I say, that was the starting point to-
swards that intellectual and moral greatness
<which has ever since so signalty distinguish-
-ed the British nation, And this is the case
indeed with al nations who are visited with
the glac tidings of salvation. Tt isa fact that
must never he overlooked, that the offections
of a pe~ple, must be in a healthy state, if their
intellect is ever to work powerfully for good.
But whence do the affections receive their

roper noarishment, but from those heaven

orn truths which are scattered over the pa-
ges of Revelation? Here alone do we find
motives of any value presented for moral pro-
gress, and these motives, under the quicken-
ing and divective’ influences of thg Holy Spi-
rit, sink into tne innermost recesses of the
soul, and grow into heavenly principles, and
these principles, like irresistable impelling for
.ces, drive those in whom they are implanted
-ever onwards and upwards, and cause them
to devote all their physical and intellectual
energies to the diffusion of happiness, If
tirm moral princi&)les do not take possession
-of the heart, intellect will only work disaster-
.ously.

If a fated comet, in the course of its ec-
«centricity in space were to dash against our
Hoasted planet, and hurl it to atoms, the loss
would surely bear no comparison to the loss
of a single sonl witn its wonderful powers
and high destiny. This is not the mere dic-
tation of fancy, it is in substance, the lan-
guage of Scripture; for says he who “spake
as never man spake.” * What is man pro-
fited if he were to gain the whole world, and
lose his own souls or what shall a man give
in exchange for hig soul.” Now the minister
of the gospel cannot of himself be said to save
this inconceivably precious gem eternal ruin ;
he is at best but an instrument; but even as
such, who can sufficiently value his grand of-
fice? Ah! none but the converted and reno-
vated sinner can do so. Look at yonder sen-
sualist! He deily marches forward in the
prime of his strength, and has no higher
sim than to gratify his appetites, His con-
s,once, being frequently tampered with, is

‘The physician is called, but his me-
His system shows
symptoms of daily prostration and decay.
His days are epidently num! ered.  And now
what shall he do! lle suddenly wakes £
the first time, as from a fearful dream. He
looks back upon his past life with horror, and
finds it but one continuous acene of sensual
indulgence. He looks hefore him, and finds
kimselt on the very confines of time, with
dark mysterious and awfully uninviting eter-
ity ready to burst upon his view. His sen-
sunl companions throng around his dying
eouch, but they have no comforting words to
eommunicate to him, and after gazing for a
little while on his pallid form, they stupidly
turn away and leave him. He cries cut in
the very anguish of his sonl, and naene in the
wide universe seems capable of soothing his
departing spirit, But yes! do not despair,
there is one, the minister of the Gospel, 1{e
hears of his deplorable condition, and with a
heart glowing with philautrophy which the
spirit of God alone can kindle, he runs to his
rescue. He examines his case, tells him not
to despair, and reminds of the consoling fact
that there is still 2 balm in Gilead for him,
and a mighty physician there, who is both
able and willing to fill up his aching void, and
that by an application to this physician, even
at this late hour, ¢ though his sins he as scar-
let, they shall be as white as snow ; though
they be red like crimson, they shall be as
wuol.” After this adwonitoyy address, he
kneels and earnestly intercedes on his behalf
at the throne of Grace, and then departs.
And now soon, witness the amazing change!
The desponding, dying man does apply to the
physician of sinners, His efforts are weak ;
but he who has promised to make his strength
perfect in human weakuess, strengthens him
and administers to him consolation, and thus
he is translated from the verge of the bottom-
less pit to eternal glory. Oh! this is but a
faint picture illustrative of the usefulness of
the minister of the gospel: still, I trust that
the consideration of it may give you some
idea of this grand truth. And now I have
dore, Ifear I have already exhausted your
putience too much ; hut if I have, I trust that
the importance of my subject, howe: : poor-
ly it may have been handled, may serve as an
apology.

And now one word in conclusion; and it
is this :—Let ug, oh! let us not think lightly
or disparagingly of that sacred profession
which we have chosen, Let those of us who



