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.hat dwvelI upon the earth ; that all
of thieni niay footl after Hiin and
tlnd Humti; that lie iNý rot far fron
any ont- of thein. Tiiere is, more-
over, uneý great fact wvelt titted to
theer t.he c ristian he -Ar in think-
ing of tliz 'Subject. Liî days wlien
the sIave-tra(le wvas, (.hris;tiakn, ne-
g7ro, heathen wvere draftedl in tens
of thousands to the Anierican con-
tinent. They did not die out
there; tliey rathler iicreased and
multiplied ; they becanme in tixne a
powver iii the land. A more imn-
portant fact stili, they have, beconie
Christian; their Christianity enm-
otional, perhaps, in itLs -character.
but on that account none the less
real. If we expeet one type of
Christianity to cov, ý. the w'orld,
our missionary efforts are doomied
to certain failure. One glorioits
feature of the Christ ian religion is
its wor1d-wvide character, its f-lp
tability to national characteristics
and traits of race, iti rnany niani-
fotations of the lifc inspired by
the One Spirit. What the Ameni-
can negroes have become, one niay
ýwell hope of their African hreth-
ren, and not of thein only, but of
ail the African peoples.

With such great hopes a8 to the
future of the African Ohurch, one
is teinpted to look back to the
glories9 of the past. We are fore-
ed, indeed, to confess that that
glory bu. become dlii, and that in
the great continent the foundations
of the Christian religion have re-
quired ta be relaid. But why, we

umay not what, has been again
begin ta be ? For aught we know
the Afnican Church of the future
Meay again produce an Origon or
an Augustine-perchance even great-

er moen than these :we caxînot
tell. CJertali it is, howcver, that
in earnest hearL4 there lives un-
quenchable the great hope that a
Christian Afrie: it one of the per-
haps far off "divine events" to,
which the wvon1d N. maving. A
hiope it is indeed wvhich we wviI1
not willingly let die, bu- rather
(I0 ail that wve cani tn ma.ke a
gloriaus andI blossed rialli ty.

'l'lie 'Northiern Christian Ad-
vocate,' orgain of the-, Methodist
Episcopal Church of Anierica, re-
contly publishied two tables show-
ing the societies at work in Africa
and the localities of the"'iso'
The number of c-ach Ns 47, though
soveral societies labour in more
than. one locality, and similarly
nmaiy localitie4 have more than
one mission. The first list inclu-
des 20 British, 1.5 Continental,
and 10 Anierican Pr 'testant socie-
ties. The Roman Catholics have
missions in 4 localities. 0f the
British socioties, the Wesleyans
have the largest number of missions,
beingr at work ini 17 localitie-s. Our-
own Church appears as occupying
2-that of Blantyre, ab,-.ve referred
to, and Alexandria, a station of the
Jewih mission. The Free Church
occupies 5 localities, the UJnited
Presbyterians 4. The 'Advocate'
addâ: "We give this list of socie-
tics loc4ted almost entirely on the
outer rim of Afnica. Ten years
ago staItistical tables quoted the
population of Africa at 80 millions;
now it is quoted at 200 millions.
What is to be donc with the newly
exhibited 150 millions of~ people ?
Has the Methodist Episcopal Church
no res4ponsibility to xneet in connec-
tion with it ?" May we not ask
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