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Thte reainess, too, %vith wvhich the Jewisli
people, alter being set fi-u by the Gos er
turned to bondage is a c4tiiîse of wender. They
seenîed to dcarly love the beggarly elients,
ati dhit i spite of the filet that they cost theun.
1 hile anti eflWrt and înoney. Tite humaiiit beau-t
zieelas rcsoliitely set ini oppositioni to ,alvaitioii
by grace. Men despise aiid reject the freedoin
N% hicdi is obtaitied without nioney anti without
prie, and wvilI undergo any degree of tlridgery
andi dleratiation to establhi a niglhteousness of
thoir own. lit this vain attenipt they wvill emi-
slave thacnseives bv inniurnerable vexatious rules
of humiai» invention, tithing anima andi anise and
cuniniii, whie oîmitting the weighitier inatters
ef the law, judgniont, inercy and faith. They
wiil practise unauthorizod and cvcn unnatural
austerities, superfinous fasts, seclusion. front
legitiniate social enjoviiients, aîîd a hundred
inalle formnalities -%vichi cau neither be justificd
by reason. nor by the letter or spirit of the
Gospel. Thley will ding to such, after they ]lave
been shown, a thousand tintes to be utterly
wvorthless, contrary to conion. sense aitt the
platin teaching et Je-sus Christ. Thius itwtasvwben
the ]ight ot h o] artper "Tie darh--
ness apprellended it not." And tlîus it is stili.
And the evii is nlot con fined to anly one sect,
religious denoînination, place or nationality-it
is universal.

Just as idolatry is natural, to ail, indigenous to
the humnan, heart, so is tItis tendency to rnuiti-
ply fornalitios and appearances because the sub.
stance is net. .And, sad to say, history shlows,
beyond doubt, that, tîte churcli bats beemi cor-
rupted by drawing enormously in titis respect
front pagail sources. Thtis lias beon scif-inxposed
slavery; and deliverance froni ail such and a
return to Scriptural purity anti sirnpiicity, forni
essential factors in spiritual freedorn. Once
more, spiritual freedom consists in-
(4) Exemption front servile submiission to thet

doctrines and comnandmnents of in.

The imperative word of flim %vlo sets us free
is : " One is your Master, even Christ, and aIl t e
arc brethrcn. Hïence, lie enjoins us te "'cali ne
man miaster," and certainiy ne combination. of
mcen. li tbings spiritual, things portaining te
Ged andti Ui conscience, we recognize oxily oee
Lord. We strongly maintain personal freedomn
and responsibility before Hlm. Te bis owni
Divine Master cach one must stand or fali.
Evcry eue et us nîust give an account ef hini-
self te God. " God alone ks lord et the conscience,
and bath lett it free £rom the doctrines and
commandmcunts et mcn which are in anything
centrary te Ilus Word, or be-ide it, in niatters ef
faitît or worship. Se that te believe such doc-
trines, or te obey sucli conimandmeuts, out ef
conscience, is to bctray true liberty of con-
science; and the requiring et an implicit faith

aman ai bsolute anti blindt obedieîîce, ls te tdc-
:t.roy liberty ef consbcienjce and renson

It follows, îîecessaîrily, frein. this positionl-a
pSition nîauntaimîet by the brandi et the church
te which yvc belong, for over two centuries and
a hiait tmat. iii deterniing and defendimîg our
libjerty the Word et Got i iupremne ; anal titis
being su, it becenies the prit ilege and bounien
duty ot ail te scarch its conitenits and ascertain
its îuieaiug-, li deung se ilîauy questions, soute
et %vhliclî wve iny miention, ivili nccessariiy tie-
inand attention. For exainple:

<1> Is the Word se darik and ill-adaptod te gexa-
oral use t1int 1 cannot ithi ordinary intelligence
anti education uutlcrstand it ? Is this the genieral
chai-acter tvhicli a Geai et unfinite wvisdoni amîd
goodnies lbas st.anpcd upon, the volume et rovela.
tien te nain? MuItst it ho exclusively read anti
antd intorpreted by a linxiitcd and profoundly
learnied clnss et spocialists, or is it opoen te ail, a
hieavonly boon te ail our race?

Certainly the latter. God intends that 1-is
Word et trutli should run, anti have free course
and hogioritietI. Tlic clangereis obscunity whlich
is attributed te it is a grieveus slander agalnst
rovelation. The patît of duty and et giory is so
clearly indicated thereby that " the wayfaring
nmen, thouglt fools, shahl net err thoereuni." The
tdeep things et Ili kingdeîn and et eternal life
GotI liath revealcd unte babos. And te tell u.-
that the Word is net for generai use, that wvo arc
net te searcli the Scriptures, on the cunning
prctoxt that it is unintolligible, is te rob us iii
part, et the freedomn which is our God-giveii
heritage.

(2) Is God thc Father, whe se loved the world as
te give lis only begetten Son fer its redeniptien,
se reluctant anti unwillimg te hoar the cry o!
His higliest earthly creature, inan, that ive nmust
invoke the aid ef inany speciai intercessers
on earthi and iii hoaven, iii ordor te comnxand
His attention and rouse Ilis syrnpathy in our be-
blit? No 1 A tkoiesancl tintes, Yo, 1 This is a
vile înisreprcsentation of our Father ini Ilcaven.
Eveii the inarticulate veice et dunib crcatureý
reachos His compassienate car. The rayons and
yeung lions cry t.o Min, the cycs et al1 wait
upon Hini, and He givetît thern, their meat iii
due sieason. And te niait 11e says, "Ask, and
yc shial receive ; !seek, and yc shah flud; knock,
and it shall bo opened unto you "; " Cail upon
nie, and i xvii answer you ; "«And it shall
cerne te pass that betore they eaul, 1 will auswer,
and while thcy are yct speaking, I will hear."

Why, thon, shjould we for a moment regard
thc doctrines and commaudrneuts, of mon that ini
any degree deprive us efthVe liberty of acccss t-
our .Father, througi our only intercesser, thc
Lord Jesus Christ ?

(3) Des the Word represent Jcsus 80 ini
difforent teward.s, those for wlmem Ile dled that
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