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interesting tornm for the study of mnural pores and their relations. The
ffinities of this genus are likewise discussed and seeni to p)oint to

Aulopora and Romingeria-rather than any other genera of the. fr-
fora/a excel)ting MI-ichelinia and Pleurodictyuin. 'l'lie first stage of
Pleurodictyumi and of Favosites is an auloporoid stage represented
by the initial cell.

Geology ofAylmner-On the 2 7tl of March, i895, oneof our ini-
bers, Mr. T. 'W. E. Sowter, delivered a lecture on the " Paloeontology
and Geology of Aylmer at the Acadcniy. l'le lecture provcd to be
very interesting and wvas illustrated by a large suite of specinlens con-
sisting of rocks and fossils, some new to science. W~e are pleased to
state that we expect to receive a paper from r.Sowter on the above
subject for the pages of the Nî%ru.îTS'î iii the near future.

Zoology-'wuicata of the Pacijic C'oast of 7oril .mnerica.
i. l>crophora annectOnS, Il. SI). By WILL.î.îM 1E. RrIVIR. ltoc. Cal. Acad.

.Sc., Vol. IV, l'art 1, PI). 36-S5, Plates I. il. and Ili., fias. 1-39 ep.
1894.

This is an interesting and exhaustive biological study of one of'
ihose interesting species of tunicates which abound along the rocky
coasts andi shores of the North Anierican Pacifie. The spccies here
described for the first tiiine is froin Monterey B3ay, California. The
author gives first a gerieral sumi-mary of our knowledge of simple and
comipound ascidianis, and points out that withi the result of his researches,
the imiportunce of this old classification beconies " ii!."

Perorphora Huitdzinsoni, froni Australia, and J>. viridis froni the New
England coast of North Anierica are the latest fornîs broughit under
\Vîegniann's genus establishied in 18-5. Then follows a diagnosis of
the species wvith a general description dealing with tie mode of occur-
rence of the ascidicmoids in their colonies. Their histological clîarac-
ters are very ably described. This 'Torni is a particularly favorable one
to study owing to its wonderfül transparency. iThe testai. the origin
of its celis receives special attention. The resuits of Ritter's work con-
firmn those of Salensky and Kowalevsky on the saine subject, showing
that the celîs of tlie tunicate test are not derived froni the ectoderin
but froni the nîesoderm. Dr. Ritter says: " I believe this to be due to
tlîe fact that the cellulose substance of the test is here beirig foried..
I have no evidence that the inatrix or cellulose portion of the test is
j)roduced as a secrction of the miesodernial celîs imbedded in it..


