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ciilbark *on hai.arclous adventures allirmng the s.îl of the HEast.rn

Sen.
, 'ihe sea (iw, %vhich was Ilins ini ils last rutreat ac( identally dis-

covered, is an animal possssed (if the greatest initerest 1(1 the zoohcgîst.

Nearly ail we kntov now of ils hiabits ami appearances is derived fromn

the descriptions of Stellur, a naturaîi Nvlio accomp.nied IBelri1mg's

expedition, and %v'ho, thouglî lie shared to tu full in iù., lardslîips and

distress, still fouind limie to note and %vrite olit his obsct ations oni the

natural history of the niew land.; discovered. Mutller, quoling fi.<>m

.Stelier's notes, writes :-

'I return to my design, l(> s*.aow liow useful the Mlanati %vas t0 our

ship's companly witlh regard lu their suistenanrc. Somle of these

animais have been cauighî, which fromi the snout 'o the point of the tail

were from three to four fathonis long, and we 2e oo potids, or

8,ooo i)ouflds. One wab food enugh to serve for- a fortniglit, and the

fleshi was very savoury like the best heef ; that oif lte yuuing ofl5 M' is

like veal. And the sick fouind tleniselves con>idera>ly betîci; whien,
instead of the hard beaver's seofr'lflesli, îhey cnt of the Manlati,
îhoughl it cost tlîem more trouible t0 caItch than onui of the beavers.

They neyer came on the land, but on]), approachied the coast to cal sea-

grass, which grows on the shore, or is thrown out b>' the sea. Tlhis

good food may, perhaps, contribute a great dea] 10 give the flush a
more agreealIe taste than that of the other animiaIs that live on tishl.
'l'le Young mnes that weiýhed 1,200 pouinds and upwards, remnained

sonielimes aI low water on the dry land between îhe rocks, whichi
afforded a fine opportuniîy for killing tlîem , but the old unes t'ould bc'

caugl flot otherwise than wviîl harpoons, flxed to long ropes. Soine-

limes the ropes wvere broke, and the animal escaped before il could be
struck a second lime. lThis animal wvas seen as wvell in the winler as

in the suiimier lime. They nielted sonie of the fiat, with %vllich, like

hogrs, lhey aire covecd froin thrce 10 four inches îhick, andi used il as

b)ulter. 0f the lleshi, several casks ftull wvcre pi( kled for ship's prmision,
whichi did excellent service on their -etturni." "
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