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NATURAL HISTORY."

- THE BAT.

Thissingular creature,which possesses pro-
rties that connect it with both beasts und
irds, has been variously placed in systems
of natural history. The cditor of Calmet,
says, ¢ it is too much a bird to be properly
igeast. and too much a beast to be properly
a bitrd.” Doubts as to its nature, however,
| molonger exist. The bat isnow universally
wade to take its place among the animal
tribes, to which the bringing forth its young
elive, its hudr, its teeth, as well as the rest
ofits imbitudes and conformation, evidently
entitles it.  In no particular, scarcely, does
it resemble a bird, except in its power of
sustainiug itself in the uir, which circum-
stance is scarcely enough to balance the
weight of those particulars winch we have

noticed, os placing it among quadrupeds.
 The Hebrew name of the bat denotes
¢ the flier in duskiness,’ i. e. the evening. 1t
was similutly named by the Greeksand the
latins, 1o Deut, xiv. 18, 19, 1t 15 well
descubed : ¢ Morcover the bat, and every
crecping thing that flicth, is wnclean to

*you : they shall not be eaten,’

-t%he feprs of the bat are formed ina very

PReticulur manner. it creeps with the in-

firgments of its fight,
wibter, jt concrals tself m ats hole. as 1t

" dues, alve, during the day time even in sum-
mer, bever venturing out except for an hour
ortwvo in the evening, in order to supply it-
self with foad, The usval place in wlich it
takes up its aborde isthe hollow of a tree, a
dark cavern, or the chink of some ruined
huilding, of which it seems particularly
fond. Tbis illustrates Isaiah, .20 : ¢ In
that day a maa shall cast isidols of silver
and hiz idols of gold to the molesand to.the
bats ;" that is, he shall carry his idols into
the dark caverns, old ruins, or desolate
places, to which he himself shall flee for
refuge ; und so shall give them up, and re-
Tiuquish them to the filthy animals that fre-
quent such places, and gave taken posses-
son of them as their proper habitation,
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DESCRIPTION OF TNE CITY OF
CANTON.
- "That part of the city which is surrounded
{ by m wall is built nearly in the form of a
‘}Square, and is divided by a wall running
' from east to west, into two paris. The
- #orthern, which is much the largest part, is
called the old city ; the southern part is
called the new city. According to some
foreign as well as native books, the northern
past wss onte * composed, as it were, of
three different towns, separated by very fine
kigh walls, but so conjoined, that the same
grle served to go out from the one and en-

ter the other .” ‘These divisions ceased
long ago to exist. The new city was built
at a much later petiod than theold, The
entire circuit of tge wall which now includes
both divisions of the city, is variously esti-
mated by the Chinese. Ata quick step
we have walked the whole distance in little
less than two liours, aud think itcannot
exceed six English miles. On the south
side the walls run nearly due east and west,
parallel to the rtver, and distant from it
perhaps fifteen or twenty rods. On the
north, where the city * rests on the brow
of the hill,” the wall takes a serpentine
course ; and its base at the highest pvint on
the Lill is perhaps 200 to 300 feet above
the surface of the river.

‘The walls are composed partly of stone,
and partly of bricks : the former is chiefly
coarse sand-stone, and forms the foundation
and lower part of the walls and the arches of
the gates ; the latterare smali and of a soft
textyre. Xu several places, particularly
along the east side ofthe city, the elements
have made stich insoads on the walls as
to afford satisfactory evidence, that before
the prowess of 2 modern foe they would
present but a feeble resistance.  They rise
nearly perpendicularly, and vary in height
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] | from twenty-five « thirty-five or forty fect.
During the “entire |

“In thicknessthey arc twenty or twenty-five
feet. They are the lughest and the most
substantial on the north side, evidently so
built because in that direction hostile bands
would be the most likely to make an attack.
A line of battlements, with embrasures at
| intervals of a few feet, are raised on the top
| of the wall round the whole city ; these the
Chinese call chingjin, literally, city-men ;
and in the rear of them there is a broad
pathway. ‘There are two wings, or short
walls, one at the south-east, aud the other
at the south-west corner of the city, which
stretch out from the main walls; these
were designed to block up the narrow space
betwe:n the walls and the ditches of the
city. Through each of these, there is o
gate in everyrespect similar to those of the

city.

{‘he gries of the city are sixteen i num-
ber : fom of these lead through the wall
which separates the old from the new city ;
so that there are only twelve outer gates.
A few soldiersare stationed at each of the
gates, to watch them by day, and to close
and guard them by night. They areshutat
an early hour in the evening, and opened at
dawnofday. Except on special occasions,
no oneis allowed to pass in or out during |
the night-watches; but a small fee will.
usually open the way, yet always exposes
the keepers to punishment.

Wemust now extend our description so

as to include the suburbs ; the streets and

buildings of which differ wry‘llule, if ut &17;.
from those within'the walls, * On the s
they spread out nearly in the form of isas
celes right angled trisngle, opening to- the
north-west, having the river on the south,
and the western wall of the city, for its
two equal sides, On the south, they occu-
py the whole'space between the wall ‘@nd
theriver. On'tho east, they are rtch”'less
extensive than on the west,” 'There are no
buildings on the north ekcepe o fow small
huts near the principal gate. Taken col-
lectively, the suburbs are scdrcely less k-
tensive orless populous than the city within.
the walls, S

‘The streets of Can'ton are numerous: we
have before us a catalogue containing the
names of more than six hundred : among
which we find the ¢ dragon street,” thé
« flying dragon street,” the ** martial dmﬁoﬁ
street,” the * flower street,” the ¢ golden
stieet,” the ¢ golden flower street;” ‘and
among many more of 4 similar kind,‘wg
meet with a few which we should not ¢dre
to translate. There are several long streets,
but most of them are short and erooked.
They vary in width from two to sixteen
feet; but generally they are about six or
exght feet wide, and they are every wheré
flagred with large stopes, chiefly granite.
‘Flic motley crowd that often throngs these
strects is very great indeed. At n bus
hour of the day, the stout, halfnaked,
vuctferating porters, carrying every deserip-
tion of merchandise, and the nimble sedan-
bearers, in noise and bustle make up for
the deliciency of carts and carriages; these,
together with the numerous travellers, vari-
ous kinds of retailers, pedlars, beggurs,
&c., present before the spectator a Scene
which we shall notatiempt to describe.

Not a few of the visitors, and not a little
of the merchaudise, brought together here,
are conveyed into the city by wmeans of
canals or ditches. There are several of
these; one of the largest of them extends
along the whole length of the wall on the
east of the city, and another one on thé
west side. Between these, two and com-
municating withthem, there is a third canal
which runs along near the wall on the
north side of the new city; so that boats-
can enter ou the west, pass through the
city, and out at th: eastern side, and wice
versa. FThee arc other canals in the eas-
tern and western suburbs ; and one is the
southern.  Into ‘these larger chanels a
great number of smaller ones flotwv ¢ these
the Chinese call the '« veins of the city.”
There arz also several ‘reservoirs; but noné.~
of them are of greatextent, HMuck of the
water for the use of tHe inhabitants is sup>
phed from the river and canals; wells
frequent ; rain-water is employed &Xo 3



