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THE BANDED CHERSYDRUS.

Thse achrocorti or bandeti chersydrus is a cnrtious aquatic ser-
petit found, iii tise bottonis of marine creeks anti nouths of rivera
on the borders of* the st-a, i11 the vicinitv of Malacca, the bay of
Manilla, Coromandlel, Java, Sumnatra, 'New Guinea, and gene-
rally along thse coast of southern Asia. The tishernien frequently
catch them on their lines, riot willingiy, as the fangs of thse
reptile are provitiet with ai deadly poison. It is tiistinguished
front otlwr serpents l'y iteing alinost entirely fiePe of mcales. Tise
body is covereti with grain-like particles iîîserted iii the thini anti
wrinkled skin. Those on the back projet-t slighitlv iii the center,
and those on the stornachi are jîointeil. Tite metdiait uine is
marked out by two or three ranges of soales placeti at angles.
Thse nostrils can lie eloseti with a inenubrmsneous foiti. Tise tail
is fiat antd compresseil, resenibling an oar hiadie. The body is
generaily bamîdeti witlî black aud whiite- oval rings, the tail is
spotted with white, and( the sniall head la brownish. Sonie
specimiens have yeilow or brown bands. They are classeti by
some ansong the aea serpents, anti iy others ausong boas.

TEmiE.JUNe TilEto-T teunper files, ratchets, etc., tlie
best niethoti is to hieat tIseni to a reti litat, according to tise nature
anti quality of the steel, oui a sunalI iront sîsovel, and to turn the
]piece on tii a plate of' asttel or iromu, which is at lest a centimeter
in thickness t ieun cover i1uickly with another pl*te of tite sainle
tfhckness. If tlic operation ie well 1îerfortuîed a very gooti tefli-
pering will be obtaine-t.

ACCORDINO to hitiers receivedt iii Valparaiso, there bas been a
grant1 tiîscovery mnadle at a place a few leagues froro Arequipa.
The tiiscovery consists of a rich vein of golti anti silycu- ores. It
is said the veils is soînt- sceinty iuetres in length, aud broader
than any vein of nietal yet tiiscovs-red in tise world. Tise lay of
the ore ta four ounces to tht- cajon, anti aecortitg to tssays
natie in (3opiapo of saînhles retuitteti there, soinue of it reaches

fifty ounces. Seventy-oue quititals of the inetal sold in Arequipa
are saitl to have produced 2îi,000 soles.

To itEMOVE rust froiu steel, cover the metal with sweet oul
welI rubbeti in ;48 hours after rub witls htiely pulverized
unisiaket i ne.

TI r('OAT iron wpitb emery, give tise metal a geoti coat of oil and
whtîie lead ; when this gi-ts dry and isard, apply a mi.xture of glue
and emery.

FONT IN THEI PROTESTINT CHURCi, BR1EDÀ9 IOLLANB.
(e$ee page 37.)

We have frotu time to tine haai occasion to mention the Pro-
testant churci, fornsît-ly tise estiîedral, of Breda, in Norths Bra-
liant. It is isot our intentiotn now to give any descripive
account of this ediflue, but sinîply to caîl tise attention of Our
reatiers to tise reinarkable fonît which forurîs sucb a beautiful
featur- iii this very interesting clîurcis. This fotnt, as wilI bo
seen froin oui, illustratins, is a fine exani pli- of tise Early Renais-
sauce style of tise Low Countries. It is entirely coînposed of
lirass, anti ;s gilt lîoth over its external eurface anti in the-interior
of tbe howl. Tite workiiuausliiîi is reunlarkahly delicate, and the
arabesques of tht jilasters are wortby of an Italian. Tiser- eau,
however, fie no loulit but that it is a work of thjtsîletid sebool
of irlititects anti workuîîeu who lîrotîncet the stalîs at I)îrtrecht,
the suie st-reeuis at Bois-le.tiuc, the high altar at Veitloq,, and
other works of' a siniliar h ace-B ld .

PLAUSriBLE TiiEoiSy tOF S-rEANI BIîLu:tE xîoiR A the
meletinig of the- Natinal At-atliuy ot Sci-j, ce., aIs siparatus was
exîshit at work wilsbli lrovi-i that st-atis niiglt lie tleei)ipi)set
[)y siuîle hi-at, justo tlit- constituent gases ut water-oxygen aud
hyulr-og(-tu. The- fieat eusjîh yeti was a littie over ortlitary red-
uess, but titi uot i tadi wlhittî-ne.s. This exjîerini-nt is of the
highiest value, as illustrating a litissiile cause of boiler explosions.*
Tise appsiratus was buattifully simple -a fi.ssk in wlhich water
was hcated, a ttube con veyiug the steani into a closed platinulE
crueýibli-, wliure it was agaits heatetl by a spirit lamît, and a tube
tbeusce t-aîryiîig the suier-lieateti steans and tise liberated gasss
to au orîliuary ubneunatic trougli, where tihe niixeti gaýes9 were
collecteti in a ttest tubeý, while tise steatu was absorbed. At tise
conclusion of tise exîseritiient, the gases thus colleteti were ex-
1ilodeti hy a lighitet nmatchs, sbowinig lieyonti question that they
were tise coiponenits of' water. Tise experrneut indicates tbat
tisis explosive mnixture of gases mnay bie foui in a steanii hoiler.
But it cati only resuit froto the muost culpalile carelessneas. The
boiler must, at lcast iii part, lie raiseti to a full ret iheat. Tben
colti water nînsit lie injected, l'or so long as steam antithe gasea are
mixeti tise latter cauttiot explode. The injection of water mugt
contdense tise steaun iii tise houer before it cools tbe red-hot iron.
Ail tIiesý condtitios leiug fulfilled, an explosion of the gases
may take place. Wisether an etîgineer, on trial for homicide,
catiset by tise exp)losion of a boiler under lus care, will ever
allege such a set of circuinstaiîce8 in excuse for the accident rim-
mains to bc seen. It would ueed a shrewd lawyer to make à
jury believe that sucis an explosion was an unavoidable accident.
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