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tender chavity with which she seasoned her lessons, rendered
her cndeavors the moro effectual. By her prudont zeal and
example, concord, charity, modesty. religion, piety, and dovo-
tion reigned in the whole court, in which virtue was the only
recommendation to the royal faver, and to want devotion wis
the most certain disgrace.

The holy queen remembered that by the rank in which
Providence had placed her, and by the authority which the
king lodged in her, the whole kingdom was her family. Sho
found it overrun with many abuses, and plunged in shameful
ignorance of many essential duties of religion. It was her,
first care to procure holy and zealous pastors and preachers to
be established in all parts of her dominions. She seconded
their ministry with the weight of the royal authority, and
that of all the magistrates, to abolish the criminal neglect of
abstaining from servile work on Suadays and holy days, and
of observing the fast of Lont, with many other abuses; and
had the comfort to see, by ner zealous endeavors, the strict
observance of Lent restored, and the devout celebration of
Sundays and festivals enforced, the people consecrating thoso
days to God both by assisting at the whole church offices, and
instructions, and by private devotions, Simony, usury, inces-
tuous marriages, superstition, sacriliges, and other scandalous
abuses were also banished. Many neglected to receive the
holy communidn even at Raster, alleging a fear of approach-
ing it unworthily. She showed this pretence to be only a
cloak for sloth and impenitence, engaged sinners to cancel
their crimes by worthy fruits of repentance, and contributed
very much to revive the spirit of penance, and frequent com-
munion. She labored most successfully to polish and civilize
tho Scottish nation, to encourage among the people both the
usefuland polite arts, and to inspire them with a love of the
sciences, and with the principles of all the social and moral
virtues. All which she incited her husband to promote by
many salutary laws and regulations. Charity to thepoor was
her darling virtue. Her own coffers could not suffice her Iib-
erality'to them; and often she enployed upon them part of
what the king had reserved for his own use and necessitics;
which liberty he freely allowed her. Whenever she stirred
out of her palace, she was surrounded by troops of widows, or-

,phans, and other distressed persons who flocked to her as to
their common mother; nor did she ever send any one away



