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How long he knelt he did not know.
Heonly koew that a voice like that of an
angel rose and fell with the ecstasy of his
prayer, that it throbbed about him in a flood
of melody—

“ Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee.”

And then it burst out triumphantly—

¢¢ Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Puaise Him, all creatures here below.”

Surely, surely, these last words were a
command, and rising up in the strength and
beauty of his newmanhood, his rich baritone
swelled the chorus and the very rafters in the
old tenement seemed to vibrate

» Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.”

And then the window opposite sud-
denly closed, a little black-robed figure slip-
ped away i the darkness and Caroline
Hunter kuelt by her bedside sobbing and
trembling, she koew not why.

It was ibe usual prayer-meeting evening.
The little chapel was more than ordinanly
crowded. The waving of many fans and
low whispers betrayed unusual excitement.
Vague rumours had been circulated again.
Edward Rutherford had returned.

By the minister’s side sat a young manp,
pale, grave, and stern. Many recognised
tim. Where had be been all these years?
What a change from the laughing, careless
lad !

But Dr. Rutherford ! How radiant his
face, how vibrating his tone ashe led in

prayer. WHat a depth of passionate mean-
ing in the words, “ The lost has been
found.”

Caroline Hunter, in her obscure coraer,
bowed her head with the rest and rejoiced in
ber simple, earvest fashion, and when the
opening bymn was called her voice rang out
sweet, clear, and thrilling. No longer dumb,
she was singing for God now. She did not
ootice the youog man’s startled Jaze, his
eager whisper, the glance of gratitude cast
upon her, but in the silence that followed
she saw that the minister’s son had stepped
forward and was speaking, tslliog of his sad,
sinful life, his wretchedness, his povery, his
gloom, his utter despair, and then he told of
acertain evening, when cast in the depths
of 2 misery beyond hope, he resolved to add
crime to his other sins, cnd join a lawless
gang respecting neither God nor man, and
tbea his lips bagan to quiver as he told how
the melody of an old familiar hymn pierced
the darkness asa ray of sunlight, a hymn
that had been sung by the bedside of his
dying mother. He spoke of the tender
memories that flooded his hcart as the
sweet singing voice secmed to plead with
bim, ot his cry for forgiveness, of his return
10 his father's house and the rejoicing over
the prodigal.

Caroline Hunter’s upturoed face was
beautifol with more than an earthly radi-
ance as she listened, and her low * thaok
God " had scarcely ieft her lips when the
usnally quiet mesting broke into sobs and
bappy hallelujahs. Before she yealised
what it all meant, the minister, the great,
learned, eloquent Dr. Rutherford, was hold-
iog both ber hands in his grasp, and his
voice was saying brokenly, © My child,
throngh God's mysterious providence, you
bave brought my son to kis father.” The
two gurls were clinging about her, and the
frave, serious son was smiliog oo her with
gratefal recognition.

And the bewildered girl counld enly mur-
mur, * No, no, not through me, but the little
mft—God’s gift to me.”

¢ To beused hereafter for His greater

plory,” added D:. Rutherford solemnly.

Caroline, now Mrs. Edward Ruotherford,
as leading soprano in her father’s charch,
stll uses her guft forthe glory of God, and
act  busbaod stil teil the story of the great
aght thai came to hum  throogh the caraest
resolation and sweet masic of “only a
music teacherS'—Aew York Observer.

Mr. Chamberlain, writing to a corres-
pondent, declares that there is nothing
oeiessarily inconsistent betwaen the pnaci-
ples of local vote and the Gothenborg
system, and that both actually exist side by
side iu Sweden.

THE CANADA

®ur Poung Folke.

MY ROBIN,

s —

‘When I was a child, beside our door,
Ina green and spreading sycamore,
There sung each morning, with note as clear
As a crystal brook, and full of cheer,
A robin,

I watched his plumage in childish plee,
And fancied he sung his song for me ;
And the melody lingers in heart and brain,
Making me often a child apain—

My robin.

1 look for his cuming io eatly Spring,
\When the cruius upens, and maples bring
Their ceimson tassels to kiss the breeze,
And the suoshine dallies with new leaved
trees,—
My robrn.

1 hear lum sing as the sun goes down,

Aod the stars cume out u er the silent tuwn ;

But there’s never a harsh ar mournful nute,

That wells afresh from the warbler’s throat,—
My rohin.

And I learn a lesson of hope and cheer
That caines me on from year to year ;
To siog in the shadow asin the sun,
Doing my part till the work is done — 3
My robin.
~Sarah h. botton.

A TOUCHING INCIDRYT.

An iaudest of a pesalarly touching
character occurred secently in ooe of the
elevated railroad trains that brought tears to
the eyes of the passengers. The train had
Just left Ope Hundred and Twenty-fifth
street when the passeogers saw entering the
car a httle boy about six years old, halt
carried by an older boy, evidently his
brother. Both were well dressed, but at the
first glance st was seen that the titde tellow
was bind. He had a pale, wan face, but
was smiling. A quick look of sympathy
passed over the faces of the passengers, and
an old-grey-haired gentieman got vp and
gave his seat to0 the two. The ‘‘big
brother,” who was about eleven years
old, teoderly hfted up the httle blind boy
and placed him on his kee.

¢ How's that's ? ” he asked.

‘* Nice,” said the little chap. ** Where's
my 'monica?”

This puzzled some of the passeagers, and
several turned to see what the child meant.
But the “big brother” kanew, and immedi-
ately drew out a small mouth harmonica,
aud placed 1t in the litle fellow's hands.
The little fellow took the instrument into
his hands, ran it across his lips and began
to play softly, * Nearer, My God, to Thee.”
Tears came into the eyes of the old gentle-
man who had given up his seat ; andas the
litle fellow plagyed on, ruaning into the
“Rock of Ages” and ** Abide With Me"
there were many moist eyes in the car.

The train rushed along ; the passengers
listened, and the little fellow played on tire-
lessly, never missing a note of *“Annie
Laurie ” or “ Home, Sweet Home.” Finally
the “*big brother® leaned down and told
the little one to get ready to leave, as the
traiz was nearning theirstation. Then, as if
be koew he bad won a whole carload of
friends, the blind boy quickly changed the
“Suwanece River” into *Auld Lang
Syne ™ ; and with one accord the passengers
burst into a round of applause, while the
“ big brother ” carried the little one out of
the car.—~ANezv YorZ Tinzes.

TOE REE IN NATURE.

In these days of popular science it is
hardly necessary to make more than passing
reference to the part which the bze plays in
aature. Io the vegetable world it is a vital
necessity that the fertilizing pollen from the
stameans of certain flowers shonld.be carxied
to the pistils of other flowers, and the mus-
slon of the bee is to unconsciously cany the
precious dast from blessom to blossom in
her search after the tempting drop of nectar
with which the shy flowerets reward the
winged bearer of theirlove messages.

A woanderful and fascinating chapter in
natural history is that which treats of the
telations existing between flowers and in-
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sects. Flowers may be divided into two
classes, those fertilized through the action of
the wind, and those in which fertilization is
effected through the intervention of insects
or a like agency. Darwin and others have
shown what inleresting stratagems flowers
of the latter class resort to in arder to secure
the services of insects in this respect.
Every little foible and weakaess of the
winged visitor is pandered to. What is
commoaly called a flower is indeed nothing
more than a skillfully devised trap to attract
the attention of insects, and then insure
their services toward fertilization.

Our little friend the oee is .sthetic in her
tastes, and behold the vaneues of flowers vie
with each other to begmile her attention in
the display of the most artistic blending of
colors and beauty of design. She likes
sweet scents, and the laboratory of aature
1s called upon to distill the choicest perfumes
to bumor her. But these are but an adver-
tisement for the nectar which it is the prin-
cipal object of the bee to obtain, and when
she has alighted in search of it, it is only to
find that the fowers have 10 many cases de-
vised the most exquisite little mechanical
arrangement_ whereby she is unconsciously
compelled to effect the object toward the
fulfiliment of which they bave indulged in
such a lavish expenditure of beauty and
sweetness. It is all effected in the simplest
manoer through the great law of nataral se
lection, here seen in operation in its severe
simplicity ; for the flowers of those plants
which present the greatest facilities for fer
tilizauon get their seed set, and so insace
the continuance of their species, while the
upsuitable and unaccommodating kind re-
main barren and are gradually weeded out.
In the babel of tongues, and since first he
found a voice, the poet has sung of the
loves and sorrows of mackind, but nature
sull wans for am 10 1nterprer her heart ; o
he ever learns to do so, there will be 2 new
song 1o his moutb, for he will hav; a won-
derlul theme.—Longnan's Magazine.

A MOUNTAIN PREACHER'S
ILLUSTRATION.

Like any other unlearned people, these
mountaioeers like illustrations drawn from
things with which they are familiar.

A group of young men were assembled
near where there had been preachiog one
Sabbath, when the followiog dialogue
‘occurred :

% See here, Jobn, why didn’t ye bring up
my nifle when ye come to preaching ?”

“Well, Sam, I lowed 'twan't right to
bring it up on Sabbath. I mought ses a
varmint on the road and git a-shootin’ and
forgit it was Sabbath.”

“ Huh ! there's no use being so awfully
particular as all that. I thinks it’s all right
to do little turns of a Sabbath ; even a little
shootin® won't hurt, if ye happen 1o see
game."”

The discussion was joined io oo either
side by those around, aod it was finally de-
cided to leave it to the preacher. He was
cailed, and the case stated.

* Look yer, boys," said he, *‘s’posin’ a
man comes along here with seven hand.
some gray borses, a-riden’ one and the
other a-follerin’.  You all like a pretty beast
and you look 'em all over. You can't see
that one is better than another. They are
all as pretty critters as ever were seen
among these mountains, though there will
be differcaces in horses, bays. When you

come to know 'em a0 two is alike. Well,
that man says, * Here, boys, 1'l just give
ye six of these beasts for yoor owp,’ and he
gets on the other and rides off. 1 s'pose,
10w, you'd mouant yer horses aad ride after
him, and make bim give ye the other horse,
or at least make him let ge keep it till ger
craps was all in.”

“No; we ain’t so orpary mean as all
that, preacher.”

** Well, thar, can’t yelet the Lord's day
alone?”

A blank look at the preacher and at 2ach
otber ; then Sam speke out:

““You've treed us, preacher. Johs I'm
night glad you didn't bring that gun."—7%e
Asnerican Missionary.
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PRESBYTERY MEETINGS.

ToroNTO : Ihis Presbytery met on ‘Tuesday,
sthinst, the Rev. J. W. Bell, Moderator, presid-
ing.  Commissioners appointed to the next
General Assembly were : Ministers—Revds, Prin
Caven, D.J. Macdoguel, Dr. MacLaren, Dr,
Greggr, and Dr. Reidj by election, and Revds.
Joseph Watt, S. 5 Craig, R.C. Tibb, J. A.
Turabull, W, G. Wallace, J. Mutch, Walter Reid
J. Neil, D. B. Macdonald, and Dr. McTavish by
rotation.  Elders—Messrs. Hamilton Cassels,
John A, Paterson, J.K. Macdonald, Hon. G.
W. Ross, Jos, Gibson, Hon. Justice MacLennan,
Dr. C. Y. Mooge, Robert Stewart, Nath. Steen,
and J. R. Millet Ly election, and Messts. Chas.
Monis, Aodrew Scott, Dunald Headey, A, H.
Gordon, and W. Mortimer Clark by nomination
of Sessions. A number of Presbyterians resident
in the vicinity of Kew Beach and Balmy Beach
presented a petition askiog to be “organized asa
congregation. The petition was received and
neigbboring Sessions will be heard in respect to

the new organ-zation zt the April meeting of Pre.
sbytery. Theremit from the General Assembly
relating tu the .ppuiatment of aspecial cummu-
tee 10 teke the oversight of Jewish Missions was
considered. It was agceed 10 recommend that
the work among the Jews be continued ucder]the
supervision of the F yeign Mission Comnuttee.
Rev Alax. McMillan iotimated bis declinature of
the call addressed to him by the congregation of
the Chureh of the Redecmer, Deseronto, and on
motion the call wasset aside.  After heariop te-
ports from those appointed to visit the aid, re-
cciving congregations in the Presbytery it was
agreed to ask for the followtng assistance from
the Augmea.a.on Yand fur the cosung year,
viz., for S*. Paul's, Toronto $250, for Southsi le,
$200; for the Church of the Covenant, Tosonto,
$200; for Mimico82c0; for Suatton $100; for
Laskey and East King $14v. Faitbank and
Fisherville was reduced to the statas of a Missiva
Seation, and the question of supply was left in
the hands of the Home Mission Committes. Re-
putts were heard from peighboring Session anent
the crpanizaticn of anew congregation in Park-
dale. two reported no objection to the orgniza-
tion, two their cooviction that there is not room
fur a third «sngregation i Parkdale, one opposed
the urgan’zaticn.  The Sessiou of Duna Avenae
presented 2 history of the case together with theic
apswers in respect to granting organization and
the peuuoncrs tabled their statement of the
otigin and develupment of the movement. After
a prolonged discussion the following motion was
passed by a vote of 17 to 14 : ** That the Femn
Ave. congregation 2nd the petitioners be amala-
mated into one coogregation, which shall have
its place of worship to the north of Queen St. and
not farther east thao Macdonnell Avenue ; that
a site shall be selected within these limits oot
later thao six montbs 2fter the date of organization
and that a Church edifice or school room shall bs
crected within twelve montbs from the date of
orgacization ; that in the meantime the coogrega-
tion shall have leave to meet in the Cowan Ave.
‘Church for 2 period not exceediog twelve months,
and that during the said period a Sunday School
and an evening service shall be carried oa in the
Fern Ave. Church.” Agaiast this decision several
members entered their disscot.  The meeting ad-
journed to meet in  St. Andrew’s Church,
Toronto, on Tucesday the sth day of March next,
at the close of the special mesting to be held on
that day.—~R. C. T1ins, Clerk.

WinNNIpe6 : A meeting of this Presbytery and
held on Tuesday, 8th ult., in Maaitoba College.
Rev. A. Matheszn was elected Moderator pro fer.
Dr. Bryce, convenet of the Home Mission Com-
mitlee, reported in tegard to arrangements made
for exchanges of pulpits throughout the Presoy-
tery in connection with missionary services as
sugpested at the last meeting of Presbytery. The
report was received and adopted. A repont from
the deputation appointed at the last meeting of
the Presbytery to visit Salkitk was made by Dr.
Bryce, to the cffect that 2 meetiog was held in
Selkitk on December 7th, and that dariog the
mecling the resignation of Rev. Mr. Sutherland
was handed in to the meeting. Mr. Sutherland
addressed the Presbytery oa the subject, askin
that his resignation be accepted. After severa
members, amoog them Dr, DuVal, Dr. King, Dr,
Bryce, Rev. Joseph  Hogg and others had cx-
pressed their warm appreciation of a1l that Mr.
Satherland bad done within the bovuds of {he
Presbytery, and their bigh csteem for himasz
Christian brother, it was moved 2ad sgreed that
the resignadon be accepted s that Mr. R. G.
MacBeth be appointed to declare the palpit
vacant next Saturday, 2ud it was farther agreed
on motion that bic shoald be dModerator of the Ses-
swon duriog the vacancey. The question of com-

ulsory connection with the Aged aod Iofim
gﬁ:ﬂs&u‘: Fund was brought upby Mr. john
Hogg in aniwer to the remitof the Generd
Asscmbly va the sabject; bat afier discassion the
matter was 1aid apon the table antil the aext
meetiog of the Presbytery. Mr. R. S. Scot,
B.A., lecturer io Mznitoba College, was duly
licensed to preach the gospel within the boancs
of the Presbytery, or wherever bis lot may be
ordered ; and, afler receiviop the ripht hand of
fellowship from the wmembers presen?, was
suitably addressed by Dz DaVal at the re-
aest of the Modemlor. Os moticn of Ds.
ving, seconded by Prof. Hart, Dr Robertson
was nomiaated by the Presbylery for Aloderator
of the next Geacral Assembly,



