. Canada is a very hard country to govern

. is a knotty problem at present.
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THE ONE THING ALWAYS LASILY DONE,
DY KNOXONTAN

It is always casy to taik. Anybody can doit who has
the physical power to make s unruly member wag,
Senso 1s not needed,  tntelhigence 1s not® necessary.
Brans are not required.  Character may be left out
of the question.  Position 1s of no account.  Anybody
cantalk. 1In fact, a man who has no sense, no intel-
ligence, no brains, no posiion, no character, no re-
sponsibility, generally talks with much greates freedom
than one who has. A man who knows nothung about
a subject often talks about it with astounding assur-
ance.

There must be half-a-dozen men around every pot-
house in England who know exactly what Gladstone
should do with Ireland. The late Government, com-
posci. of the leading statesmen of the Conservativ
Party, probably did not know how to avrange matters
inthe Green Iste.  Perhaps they deaded that the best
thing to do was—nothing. There 1s a remote poss:-

_ bility that Mr. Gladstone and lus colleagues are at the

present moment undecided on many pomts.  Ireland
The wisest statesinen
and the Empire are puzzled over the problem. But
it should be a relief to know that there are many
thousand amateur statesmen in the pot-houses and
corner groceries who can tell you in a moment what
ought to be done. The reason they can tell you is

. because i1 is alrvays casy lo talk.

There are several thousand men in Canada who
know exactly how Sir John Macdonald should govern
this Dominion. Of course all the Grits know  The
party system makes it necessary that they should all
know. But there are a great many other people who
don't belong to any party who could govern this Do-
minion quite easily. They know exactly what ougit
to be done with cvery question from the hanging of
Riel down to the appointment of a doorkeeper.
Statesmen who have studied the matter know that
Its shape
makes it difficult. Fiscal vegulations that suit Nova
Scotia may be the worst possible for Manitoba or
British Columbia. Then we have two races and two
languages. Canada is harder to govern than the Brnt
ish Empire when times are good and Ireland quet.
But {t is pleasant to know that there are men in every
saloon, on every street corner, and at every cross-road
who can tell at 2 moment’s notice how the country

- ought to be governed.  The reason they can tellis be-

cause 2 75 alweays casy lo talk.
The number of people in Ontario who know exactly
how Mr. Mowat should govern 1he Province is sur-

" prising. They can tell at a moment’s notice how every

knotty question should be seitled.  With marvellous
ease they say : “The Government should do this, the
Government should do that, the Government should
do theother.,” As you listen you begin to think that
governing a country is the casicst and most delightful
work imaginable. Statesmanship is merec amuzement.
The life of a politician is delightfully pleasant—serenely
quict and easy. The reason why those people say
the work of government is casy is because i is alivays

' casy lo talk.

in

-

You have probably been in a coutt room when an
unfortunate man is being tried for a capatal offence.
His lifeis at stake. The judge feels his responsib.lity
keenly. His digonity and professional reserve fail to
conceal the fact that he reahizes pamnfully the awful re-
sponsibility of having a human life upun lus hands.
Fyery word uttered to jury and counsel 1s carefully
guarded. Around the bar there stands or sits a motley
group—a goodly number of them loaterr—who know
exactly how that trial ought to be conducted. With
.the most amazing assurance they whisper * The judge
is wrong,” “ the judge should bave dune tlus, or shoutd
not have done the other.” To hoid the suaies eventy
and decide the nicest points of junisprudence i a
momepnt is to their acute minds to their massive in.
tellects—the casiest thing in the world  What they
prove is that ¢ ¢s always easy lo lall.

Therc must be several hundred thousand people in
this country who can cdit & newspapei.  They cansnt
quictly in their homes and without any trouble say

"+ exactly how every article, every contribution, cvery

paragraph ought to be written. They can say ata
glance what ought to be kept out and what put n. In
fact, they can make up a model newspaper in a

mament in talk  Tolear these worthy people speak
one would think that publishing a newspaper is a
pleasant kind of pastime in which people might en-
pape for nmusement and recreation,  Writing every
day or week s an casy kind of intellectual exercise
that anyhndy ran take until ho tries,  These people
dan't prave that getting out a fairly good journalis
casy ‘They simply prove that they know nothing
ahout iowrnalism and that 7 s alivays casy to Lalk,

There are a few people in almost every congrega.
tion who think that it is the casiestthing in the world
to preach  ‘They see no difficulty in addressing the
same peaple o hundred times a year, a thousand times
in ten years. ‘They think aman may speak a hundred
times in surcession and produce fresh matter every
time, without the slightest cflort. It is the casicst
thing in the world.  Not only should he address the
same people one hundred times a year—one hundred
and fifty if prayer-mecting addresses are counted—he
should do this and have any amount of time to visit
them and attend 1o a thousand and one other duties.
Peaple who say that all this can be done casily show
just one thing, and that is that#/ s always easy o talk.

It is always easy to say what thé session ought to
do- what the deacans aught to do—what the mana.
gers ought to do—what the Sabbath school ought to
do—what the Church ought to do—what the Presby.
tery ought to do-—what everybody ought to do and
ought notto do. Yes, it is very casy—cspecially for a
man who takes good care he does nothing himself.
It is the casiest thing imaginable to stand to one side
and say what people aught or ought not to do.

It is always casy to say what the council ought to
do—what the school board ought to do—what the
teachers ought to do. Infact, all parents know exactly
what a teacher should do. People who get considerably
mined over those twenty-six propositions known as the
Enghs * alphabet know exact]y how a school should
be conducted. Some of them think that a teacher
should be able to put brains into their children’s heads.
=1t ts alcays casy to lalk,

It is ver: easy for a good brother to sit in an easy
chair 1n hus study, look wiser than any man really is,
stitke an attitude, pucker his lips and say : * The col-
leges should be consotidated.” Yes, #4af iscasy. Tell
us how. Subnut your plan. That is.not so casy.

It s very easy for a man to look pious, draw on a
long face, put a hutle whine in his voice and say:
“The Church 15 dead.” Yes, that is so easily said
that the most uscless manin the Church generally says
1t most frequently. .

Yes, it is always easy to talk. The vocal organsave
a wind instrument.  All anybody need do iscompress
the lungs, and send the air up through the trachea,
As it passes the vocal cords they vibrate and produce
noise. ‘Then wag the unruly member, and you have
talk. It is the easiest thing in the world to talk,
I'eople of very feeble intellect are usually great taikers.
Those who are so infirm that they have to be cared
for by the Government often talk very fluently,

Moral : —-Never pay much attentionto a person who
talks but does nothing more.

BOSTON.

—

THE #UB CITY—ITS STREETS—~PUBLIC BUILDINGS—
PARKS - CHURCHES AND RELIGIOUS LIFE.

\We had long wished to visit Boston, which for
many years has steod in the front rank of the cities
of this Continent as the centre of culture and educa-
uonalinfluences.

The advantages which Boston offers to thase who
follow hterary pursuits, and to students preparing
for any of the professions, are unequalled, as a large
number of the literazy and scientific societies have
their headquarters here; consequently large libraries
are at the disposal of those thirsting for knowledge

Boston 1s the oldest of the American cities, and has
a population of over 400,000 inhabitants. It was
settled n the year 1630, and has the most interesting
history of the many aities in the Great Republic.  For
«ny tourst or traveller to visit the Umited States, and
leave without sceing Boston 1t would be considered
that he had missed what was best worth secing. In
shape the aity resembles a wheel, the streets running
out from the centre and crossing one another at'irregu-
lar points. Strangers who are in search of some given
point are often bewildered. From the descriptions
gnen from tume to time of a native-bom Bostonian,
with his hair cut short onthe front of hishead, or pro-

bably no hair at all, Ins extraordinary cleverness, or
cuteness, his tact and smart business habits, and pol-
ished mauners, one feels somewhat disappointed to
find that he is very much hike other people.

The streets are wide and long, and the business
houses are splendid specimens of architecture, well
adapted for the wants of a rapidly growmg city such
as Boston, The question 1s not finally settled whether
Boston is named afler an Lnghsh town or not § but
many of the streets arc named after those of London
and other places in England. Since the Revolu-
lution many of the English names were dropped and
names better known in American parlance substituted,
sitich as State Street for King Strect, and Court Street
for Queen Street.  Such names as Milk Street and
Cornhill are well known in England,and in Boston,as
in London, were closely associnted with the book
trade which has always been a prominent feature of
the mercantile life of Boston,

With the space at your disposal it would be impos.
sible to give any detailed description of the large
business establishments with which the city abounds,
Banking is prosecuted here on a large scale, there
being siaty national banks, with a combined capital
of fifty-two millions of dollars, and sixtcen savings
banks, including penny and five-cent banks. Ameri-
cans and Bostonians are not forgetful of their dis.
tinguished men®as on many of the streets and public
squares handsome monuments arc crected to those
who as soldiers, orators, or statesmen have made
their mark on the city, but that of

BUNKER HILL

outstrips them all for magnificence. Bunker Hill
Monument, which stands on Monument Square,is one
of the lions of the city, and any one attempting to
do the Hub without sceing this would be regarded as
having made the mistake of his life. The monument
is 220 feet high, was erected in 1843, and cost $150,c00.
The writer had a special melancholy interest here as
on this classic spot some of his relatives fought and
fell. :

The public parks are large and well liid out.  Bos-
ton Common contains forty-cight acres, is shaded by
stately elms, and enclosed by a fence of over 6,000 fect.

The public buildings of Boston are a source of hon-
est pride to the Bostonian, and among the many which
claim friendly notice may be mentioned the City Hall,
on Schoot Street, the old State House, which still ex-
hibits the English coat of arms, and the Post Office,
which, as might be expected, is a very large building.
and is said to be the first ever owned by the Govern-
ment, the estimated cost of building being between
five and six millions,

HARVARD COLLEGE
was established in 1638, and for many years was the
only institution of the kind in the New England States.
It draws its support from all religious denominations.
Its income from students’ fees is very large, and it is
endowed by princely donations from pnivate individu-
als. The University’s resources »ve valued at $7,000,-
000, and the receipts from students about $1350.000.
It has about one hundred teachers and sixty profes-
fors.. When will the charities of our wealthy Cana-
dians flow in such a channel?
CHURCHES.

Boston is pre-eminently the city of churches, there
being in all, connccted with the various denomina-
tions, 223 churches. The first one (a small wooden
structure) was crected in 1632, The first Universa-
list Church waserected 1783,and a Methodist Church
was built ten years later. The most interesting church
cdifice in Boston, however, is the Old South Church,
which stands on the corner of Washington and Milk
Streets, organized in 1669, and is one of the land-
marks of the city. Here Frankhin was baptized.
Here Whitfield poured forth his cloquence, moving
the crowds who hung anhis lips  The land on which
the churceh stands is worth half a million dollars, and
great efforts are being put forth to keev it from being
sold. The church is being used asa museum and may
remain in its present share for some time to come.
The Unitarians have thirty congregations ; Congrega-
tionalists, twentv-nine : Methodist Fpiscopal, twenty-
cight ; Baptists, twenty-seven; and Presbyterians,
seven.

It-is much to be regretted that among such a large
and flourishing population our Church should be so
Iow down on the list. Presbyterianism was organized
in 1846, and it is difficult to account for the slow pro-
gress it has made, compared with its rapid advance



