86

Pastor and People.

C—— — e

For Tk CANAUA PREOVTERIAN,

HOW MUCH OWEST 1ot 711y L.okD?

"This question js one which comes home with peculiar
force to the Christian,  "T'o the worldly and indilfeient
it onght 1o vome § their debt is not small and ot can
never be lessened by being ignored.  But to the
Christian, to whom the Father of all is not only the
Creator and Preserver, but the Redeemer and Friend,
it addresses tself with a deeper meamng and should
be no unwelcome intruder.  How much owest 2ror to
thy Lord?  What have been His gifts to you?  Life,
health, friends, talents, time, these w greater or less
weaswme have been given you m common with the
man who denies His enistence or tieats Him with
contempt.  But 1o you He has given the life eternal,
the health of soul that aprangs fivm a new birth and
anew heart, A Priend undying, who sticketh closer
than a brother, and who, loving His own, loves them
to the end.  He has given vou time and talents as a
sacred trust to be used for Thin,  And more than all
Tle has given Homself first as an atomng sacrihice awgl
then as aneternal portion.  Is it surprising that He
should assert the ownership over His redeemed-
should say to them, “ye are not your own, ye arc
bought with a price, therefore glorify God " or that
the apostle, who was himsclf so lmgin an txample of
the consecration Le desired m others, should write .
“1 heseech you, Lrethivn, by the mciues of God,
that ye present your bodies a hving saciitice, holy,
acceptable te God, which 15 your 1casonable senvice.”
If this view of the reltion between God and s peo-
ple be a true one angl who, believing the Bible can
doubt wut it is so  what shall be sad of those pro-
fessimg NBis name to whom Christ appears simply a
refuge from divine wiath, or 3 comforter e sorrow,
but who seem never to have entertained the idea that
He is their Master, tender and loving it is true, but
still their Master, who has it right to demand therr all?
who have time in abundance for worldly business or
pledsure, but o time to care for the ignorant and the
degraded, or to give actp of cold water to a thirsty
disciple. ; who have moncy in plenty to adorn the
badies which should be temples of the Haly Ghost,
but who **cannot afford " to give more than the
merest pittance for their Master’s work who devote
the well-tilled pocket-book to personal ends and give
“change” to Chinst, What impression do they make
on the carcless world around them? what on the
thoughtful non-Christian part of it who yet scem “not
far fiom the Kingdom of God ?”

Some years ago, a young lady known to the writer,
was appointed a nussionary collecter in a church of
which her friends and family connections were mem-
bers. To oblige her pastor, who made the appointment,
and who was a wanm, personal friend  she consented,
and entered on her duties.  She was strongly Chns-
tian in sympathy ; her ontward Ife was blameless,
and many wondered why she did not connect herself
with the church, but years passed and she was sull
outside. Her pastor tried in van to learn what kept
her from Christ.  On all relating to herinner religious
life, she was impenctiable as the grave, and only years
afterwards when faith had triumphed, did he learn
that she had been fighting the demon of doubt, a
doubt largely inspired by the worldly and self-sceking
lives of the professedly Christian pecple around her.
Again and agam she had gone home wrom the col-
lecting rounds askmg herself, **what1s Chnist to these
people ¢ and agam_and agam the answer would
come, * He is nothng.”  The chief end of man with
the great majonty scemed to be to make money, to
seck case, to seck pleasure, to hive for self in some
form ; and the glary of God as the aim of life seemed
never to have wrossed theyr munds. 1 beheve that
lady’s csumate was in some cases at least a mis-
taken one, in many more ear it was only too true.
To how many mure souls was the Iife of that Church

or the want uf it a stambihing bloch, and what ac-
count will they render to the Master when He calieth
His servents and reckoneth with them ?

it is not for a moment asserted that the time or
money alone is consecrated to Gad which is dircctly
given to religious purposes.  The mast trivial every-
day duties, the mast cammon place lawful business,
may be as truly engaged m for the glory of God as
any direct act of worship.  Indced, we would be
strongly inclined to doubt if we did not akogether
deny, the sincerity of any worship which left the wor-
shipper indificrent to the spint in which he discharged
cvery-day duties. “ Whether ye eat or drink, or w/hat-
socver ye do, do all to the glory of Gad," 1s the rule by
which our life is to be governed, and whatever in that
Nife isduty, is God's will for us, the domg of which i
the name of Chnstis consecrating our hfe to Hen

Is a life thus lived one of painful self-denial and
galling servitude?  Is Christ a hard master?  Ask
those who have served Him most faithfully, whe
have consccrated themselves most fully to Him.  Ask
Paul, for whom to live was Chnist. * I count all things
but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus, my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of
all things and do count them but dioss that I may win
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Christ.”  Ask the most devoted of His servants now.
Their answer will be the same.  Not a narrow cal-
culation of what they must do to escape censure, but
the glad gift of all they can do, and in doing to realize
the truth of the promisc : * There 1s noman that hath
left all ” that man holds dear (Luke xviil. 30) * for
the Kingdom of God’s sake, who shall not receive
manifold more in this present time, and in the world
to come hife everlasting.”

For Tux CANADA PRESUVTERIAN.

THE DAY SPRING.

BY C. Co A, ¥, ST, ELMO,

Jusus, Redeemer, Light of life-
Let Thy moat blessed sway
Dispel the darkness, sin and strife—
Rule in the perfect day.

Upon Ltermty s expanse
Before the birth of vears,

In glory and in majesty
Thy wondrous love appears.

On time's horizon, "mid the doom
Of sorrow, guilt and death,

Thy hght is scen athwart the gloom,
The dawn of hope and faith,

Awending on the arch of ume,
Thy future glory veiled,

Thou held'st Thy course o'cr Judah's clime
By Thine uwn losed unes hasted.

Lo, bright and brighter now eapands
Thy torn} of grace divine,

The child of hope to wany lands,
The Kingof David's line.

Thy footsteps sought bfc’s lowly path,
‘Thou sanctified the grave,
Unscaled the mystery of death,
Aud rose with pawer to save.

Great Son of God, and didst Thou tread
This vale for such as 1;

To wrath and sorruw bow Thy head,
To bear the curse and die ?

O maghty Healer, by Thy grace,
So boundless, sure and strong,

May we rejoice before Thy face,
A robed and ransomed throng !

THE UNITY OF THE NINETEENTH
PSALM.

The perversity of much of the modern criticism of
the Scriptures is scarcely anywhere scen so clearly as
in the treatment given to this well-known psalm. Such
eminent scholars as Ewald and Hupfield insist that it
consists of two parts composed at difierent times by
difierent authors and afterwards artiticially conjoined.
Not a particle of external evidence for this conjecture
is or can be produced. The psalin is found in the
Hebrew and in all the ancient versions just as it
stands in the English  Bible without even a hint or
suggestion of a divided authorship,

But it isinsisted that (qe structure and contents of
the poem compel onc to give up its unity. The first
part (s, 1-7, 18 a psalm of nature, wiile the reman-
der treats only of a wnitten revelauon.  The first part
1s also incomplete, for while 1t s said that both day
and might dedare Gods glory, what follows speaks
«nly of the revelation made by day, whence it follows
that the lines treating of what the night reveals have
fallen out and been lost:  Morcover, there s a dif-
ference in tone and rhythm.  The first partis simple
and powerful, while the second 1s constrained and arti-
ficial and prosaic.  And besides, there 1s no graceful
transition from onc to the other, but merely a bold
and unpleasing justaposition of twao strams so unlike.
Whence we are to conclude cither that two fragments
fllatng aound  separately wore acadentalyy jomed
together, or that the first one having been composed
by David, there arose ages afterwards a writer who,
by means of the advanced thought of lis time, was
able 10 add the verses which show the glory of Gad in
thie Law to those which set forth His glory in nature.

The whole argument is baseless and absurd.  The
combination of the two matters treated i this psalm
1s one which by the nature of the case muet have been
casy to any onc_who posscssed the Pentateuch and
was familiar with its dchneations of God as the
author of nature and the giver of His Word to His
people. Besides, in the twenty-ninth psalm and the
ninety-third psalm we have preasely the same pas-
age from nature to revelation, in each case the onc
being an introductionto the other. Was each of these
a precement composition 2 And as for the lack of
transitipn clauses, the same abruptness i proceedimyy
from ounc to the other 1s seen m Psalin xxxva. 6, where
the poet avails himself of the traces of the divine
gm(}ncss in nature to express the protecting care
with which God guards 1is people frem their focs,

Morecver, as the first part of the psalm speaks of
the heavens as an utterance of God's glory, how easy
was it to pass to His law as an_ utterance of the same
thing, especially when a peet is at work! In truth,

the destructive eriticism here is:\“.uch at war with
taste and fecling as it is with good sense and the usc
of the Psalter. The noble conception that nature is
an cloquent witness for the glory of its Creator, but
the Law one still more complete and glowing, or
rather that the revelation of God in the Heavens fs
only an introduction to the revelation of Himself in
11is Word, is one which none but a devout poct could
form and eapress in such a stnking way. It is not
to an accident or an'afterthought that we owe this
lofty and inspiring lyric, but to a sweet singer of
Isracl whom the Holy Ghost moved and enabled to
sct forth with brlbancy and fire the truth that He
who reared the whole frame of nature is also the
giver of alaw, and that that law iy sweeter than
honey and more precious than much fine  gold.—
Taibot W, (.'/mm}wrs,li.ll.

DEEPENED RUVVLRLNCL FOR THE
SCRIPTURLES.

Ifwe are ot mistaken, notwithstanding the great
increase that has been given ta the reading of the
Bible by mcans of the International Sunday School
Lessons, there is & very widespread and it may be,
growmg disregard for the Scnpiures as the Word
of God. ‘This, we think, arises from various causes.
One is the use of mere eatrants tom the Inble prevas
lent inthe Sunday school; another, the Sunday news-
papers that find their way into many church-going
fatnslics and are so largely read by their members and
others, taking the place of religious books and even
of the Bible ; another, the tluence that the lectures
of blatant infidels have exercised over those who were
ready, perhaps, to adopt any preteat for their inQul-
gence nsecret sin or thar neglect of known duty ;
and still another, the disbehef that has Leen generated
by perusing the books of seme Christian scientists, even
who hastily argue from a theory to a fact, thus raising
at least 2t mist around the truthfulness of some ponvions
of God's Ward, and the hippancy or pusitiveness with
which some theological professors propound their
hermencutical crudities before thair students.  If we
are to get back again_to the sweet and reverent use
of the Rible as God’sWord, we must * enquire for the
old paths and walk therein; " we must avoid that
which has been robbing man of lus true dignity, as
one to whom God has condescended to reveal Himself
in the person of the God-man, as onc to whom God
has communicated ths mind in His written Word,
and as one upon whom God is ready to shed more
light and blessing through His Word and whom lic
would have to be a co-worker with Himself in eradi-
catingesin, establishing righteousness and causing the
earth to bloom agan hke Eden.  As * God has mag-
nitied His Woid above, all His name,” let us mag-
nify it also. Then we shall have fewer defalcations
in business circles, less corruption in politics, greater
stability and sanctity in the marriage relation, a large
number of happy homes and an ever despening, cver-
wideing and an abiding revival of relimion.—/ulgit
Treasury.

FAMILY LOVE,

If there be anything which makes life worth the
living, it is to be one of an affectionate family. Strange
to say, however, most people could count up the really
nice families they know  the famtlies that s, in which
there 15 not only a tender care for cach other, but an
unselfish deportment and 2 kindly interest always
manifested by cvery member of the home circle
toward every other fellow-member. The daughters
will always fetch their mother anything she may
want, and brush their brothers’ topcoats and hats for
them cre the male members of the house start off for
work in the morning.  ‘The lads, too, will often take
their sisters for a walk, or pay them linde atentions
which cost notlhing and mean a great deal.  This is
the household into which a young man who wants a
good wife will do well and wisely to marry. There
may not be much show about the girls, but he will
find that they are affectionate, and their dispositions
stand the test of wear. It is casy cnough to fall in
love with a girl when she is arrayed for a party, and
feels the flush and pleasure of the fun.  When life
deepens and darkens, however, and httle family
worrics come 1, & man wants somcthing more than a
pretty drawing-room ornament for a wife ; he needs a
real, good-hearted, honest, womanly soul and help-
mate.

A SENSIBLE OLD DIVINE.

Irancus writing of Dr. Gardiner Spring in the New
Yark Obserier, says . In the year 1849, when he had
Leen pastor nearly forty years, he came to my study,
and in great confidence made known to me his desire
and purpose 12 find a colleague, to bear with him the
burdens of his pastoral charge. 1 said to him, “ You
certainly do not require it on account of infirmitices, for
yout still have the vigour of carly days.” Then he
made this mmemorable answer ;@ * True, very true.
I am now sixty-four years old, and do not feel the
need of a colleague, but the time will come when |

shall nced one, and then ¥ shall think I do not”




