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A MAGNIFICENT OFFER.

How diu the Rev. Itving A. Searles, of Zexington,
McLean county, Illinols, koow thut I was a hard-
worked pastor? How did he know that my old ser-
mons that were worth anything wero pretty much
used up, and that only by severe toil and constant
study could I get up any new ones even tolerably to
satisfy myself? I don't know many people in Illinois,
and ! don't think that any of the few I do know would
post the Rev. Mr. Scarles asto these items in my per-
sonal history.

Nevertheless, there came to my study one day last
week a circular eatitled ¢ Pulpit Helps.” Under-
neath this heading are two mottoes, one of which is
“Without a parable spaks He not uatothem.” Itis
then explained that the * Pulpit Helps" are sermons
of the Rev. Mr. Seartles, a specimen of which accom-
paniesthecircular. Ths statement is then made that
“they are not designed to encourage plagiarism, but
as a fund of pulpit material that a hard.worked pastor
may use without being subject to such a charge.” The
author of the circular has notified us that we may ex.
pect him to speak in parables ; but I submit that
“parable ” is too mild a word to describe the sentence
just quoted. The allustrations used in these sermons
are “vivid, fresh, and striking, and, as a rule, are not
found in books of illustrations” Don't you see?
Without any danger of being accused of plaglarism, I
can get & ot of sermons, full of illustrations, that are
not in any books, They are especially artzaitive to
young people, whom most pastors find so difficult to
interest in sermons,” That is so. Why, an elabor-
ately prepared sermon on the Symbolism of the Bells
and the Pomegrantes of the Tabernacle jails to inter-
est them ; and cven a sermon on the Felicitous Lum-
inosity of the Athanasian Creed as an Explanation
of the Doctrine of the Trinity will not keep them
awake, Now, just in the nick of time, comes = lot of
sermons that will keep the young filks all on the tip-
toe of interest and lively expectation ; and they will
only cost you ten cents apiece ! 1 have preached
some awfully poor sermons in my time ; and my con-
gregations illustrated both the perseverence and the
long suflering of the saints in listening to them ; but
oven the poorest of them cost me a good deal more
than ten cents. Why further rack one’s brains? Why
waste money on commentaries and cyclopzdias?
Here you ate! For ten cents—onlytencents | Rich,
bright, entertaining sermons that are full of illustra.
tions not to be found in books !

%\Why will ye doubting stand ?
Why still delay 2”

Come, on, ye hard-worked pastors, bring up your
dimes, and carry away your sermons! Don't any of
you be stupid, now, and say. “ Bat they are not
mine /® What have you a better right to than that
which you pay for? Aad if Mr. Searles will sell you
a sermon fairly bristilag all ever with illustrations for
ten cents, why not invest? There is 3 whele year’s
supply, you see, for ten dollars and forty cents. And
you needn’t exchange pulpits with anybody for the
entire year.

Perhops you may feel a little hesitation, fearing
that these sermons may be printed, and somebody
might happen to be sitting in your congregation some
day with a printed copy in band, looking over your
sermon as you deliver it. Don't be alarmed !
% None of these sermons appear in print ; but copies
are mzde by the Hextograph process.” The speci-
men before me is written with violet ink, in a good,
large, coarse hand, that you can read ca your pulpit
at night, with even “ 2 dim, religious light,” and with-
out spectacles. The letters are almost the size of
those in John Hancock's signature to the Declaration
of Independence,

Some doubting Thomas who reads this is still hes.
jtating and saying: “But some neighbouring pastor
may get one of these written copies, ang some trouble-
same itinerant Christian may heas the saue sermon
com two pulpits, and make a fuss about it!” Now,
my doubting brother, let me flng to the winds your
1ast fumsy objection by stating in your private ear 2

wery confidential sentence of this circalar : © They
are not sent to any one else in your vicinity, nor will
they be, if you order them.” Don't you ses? You
aro to have a pre-emption right of your whole vicin.
ity? You are to be zmply protected. If you doubt

how large a territory your viclnlty includes, that could
readily ba amranged by correspondence, If you buy
ten sermons, probably a circult of ona hundred miles
around your charch could bo reserved to you; and
you might bargain with soms hard-woiked brother up
in Shincomadink Valley, ninety-eight and a half miles
{rom you, to take the sermons afier you have preached
them, at five cents aplece; and thus you wouid have
tho price of haif a naw lot on hand, 1t you wilibuya
hundred at cace, no doubt you can have all the easts
ern half of New York secured to you,

There is & whole scries of sermons on Queen
Esther. The first 1s entnled * The Queen Divorced.”
It you simply announce that, some people may think
1t reters to the yaeen of Spain, or the Queen ot Mad.
agascat ; aad you will draw1n a crowd just from curi-
osity to fiad out what queen it 13, and what she was
divorced for.

Then thero 15 a serics ot three on the death of jobn
the Bapust, entuled respecuvely, * A Bad Womao,"
“A Bad Dance, and A Bad Gnost® Certainly
these tules ought to draw a crammed house, and de.
plete all the neighbourtog churches., Oaly thisty
cents for tholot ! All sons of subjects, from * Sinat”
and “ Gethsemane” to “ Ears” and * Fretting *’ are
here treated, with profuse illustrations, and only ten
cents apiece !

But I must let you know something of the specimen
sent to me; only, don't you come around the Sunday
I preach it. I shall have the sexton look out fo¢ sus-
plclous strangets that day. But this sermon didn't
cost mea ceat. It was presented to me out of the
disinterested gencrosity of the author, And may I
not give as freely as I have received ?

Subject—The Sunday School. Text—* Traln up
& child in the way he should go,” etc. Divisions—1.
‘Truth or error i3 more easily instilled into the mind
of a child than into the mind of the adult. (lilustra.
tions from the Jesuits, Victor Hugo, wealthy people
who have Freach nurses for their children, Bishop
Jane (sic) of the M. E. Church, and a Mobammedan
*“minister.® Afinarels spelled “minercts,” 2. Ether
truth or error instilled into the mind of a child has in
that mind a permanence unknown to impressions re.
ceived in later life. A bleod-curdling illustration of a
white child carried off by Indians, rescued, converted,
graduated from a theological seminary, preaching
near a battle field in the time of the Revolution, who
goes out to the field and comes home with a striog of
scalps taken from the heads of the British! Couldn't
help it, you see! Learned it when he was an infant
among the Indians! Further illustrations from
Bishop Purcell and Rembrandt,) 3. Children bave
+.0 énflucnce that the Church cannot afford to lose, 1
give one illustration entire, to show its classic origin
and its admirable adaptation to its purvose :

“You may have read the book entitled ¢ Sam Slick.!
He was a Yankee who travelled in-several States sell-
ing wooden nutmegs. He understood human nature.
When he stopped at a farmhouse to sell his wares, if
a child, no matter how ragged its garments, came
running cown to the gate, he would take the child up
and cover its face with kisses, The presumption was
that the mother was observing the scene from the
window, and she could no; remain indifferent to such
attention paid her child. It she bad any use for
wooden nutmegs, she would surely buy them of kiwms /

The road to a mother’s heart is through her ¢4:4d
Can the church afford to lose this influence of child.
hood ?”

4 Inthe Sunday School wotk, God is with us, (ll-
lustration from Mrs. Viaton, about a tree that was
rooled in the skies) §. A great reward awaits the
faithful Suanday school teacher, (Ilustration from
Jewish Talmud.)

Waik up, y¢ bard-worked pastors, and purchase,
Only teacents ! In fact, if you buy fifty-five sermons,
they come at nine and one-cleventh cents aplece.
This advertisement ought to be worth at least fifty
dollars to the author. He may, therefore, send 550
sermons i ” *¢ Independens, and as it believes in 1t-
lumination, 1 have no doubt that when they get to
the sanctuary, the editors will speedily seake Jight of
them.—Rev. 8. L. Baldwin, in Independent,

THE death of Dr, Martensen, the eminent Danish
theologian, is reported.  He was a distinguished re-
presentative of the Lutheran Church, Asa preacher
he was thoughtful, ablpand eloquent. Many valaable
contrnibutions to theological science have been-made-
by Dr. Martensen.  Several of his works will bave a
permangat piace in Christian hterature,

THE CONVERSION OF ONCKEN OF
HAMBURG,

Though wa have read somewhere that the late Ms.
Oncken's eatly spiritual bistery was also associated
with Scotland, a correspondent, “ W.B.C,,” kiadly
draws aur attention to a natrative by Rev, Dr, Belcher,
published in 1853, which gives Greenwich as the place
in which that eminent sarvant of God was converted.
According to thisstory Oncken, as a youog mechanic,
boarded with a plous Englishman, also a mechanic,
who was a deacon in a Congregational church. Both
this man and his wife were emiaent for simple plety,
fervent devotion, and qulet, untiring 2:al. They ha
very small talents, but much religion, Oacken knew
nothing of religion, but was amiable and obliging and
greatly devoted to pleasure as the source of his happi.
ness, For sometimeafter he began to live with them
wheo the Bible mu.ning and evening was laid apon
the table indicative of family worship, it was a sigoal
for bis leaving the room, but after a short time, ia-
flicnced by the amiable spirit and maaness of the
worthy John Cottman and his wife, he occasionally
stayed to observe this solemnity. One cvening he
cams home to dress that ho might visit a place of
amusement, when the good deacon said: * [ think ez
had better go with me and enjoy pleasures gres:er
than that which vou are goiog to.” *\Where are rou
golng? " was the enquiry of theyoung man, “Tothe
prayer-meeting atour church,” replied the good deacon.
“ A prayer-meeting! \What is that?® “ Why, we
meet to sing hymaus, read the Scripture, and ask God
tc bless us.” The young man hesitated, * You had
much better go,” said the good lady in her usual kind
tone, “So I will," was the rely. He went, and in
that meeting of some dozen persous beld in the vesiry
of the Cangregational church, Maize Hill, Greenwich,
did God opea and sotten his hoart and excited feel-
ings which led him to the Saviour of sinners for pardon,
—T ke Christian Leader,

INTEREST IN THE WELFARE OF
OTHERS.

We who call ourselves Christians ought to feel a
hundredfold deeper intesest in the spiritual welfare
of those who belong to the same family of Jesus,

“ How do you do,"” is the stercotyped icquiry about
bodily health ; if a friend is sick, we send messages
of enquiry to tke door, But how seldom do Chris.
tians ask cach other honestly and lovingly: * How is
it with yoursoul? Are you getting stronger in grace?
Is the Saviour nearer to you? What good things
have you lately discovered in your Bible? \Wheredo
yot find most sunshine? What good work are you
engegedin?” Nowif weask such questions asthese,
instead of the usual interrogations about business, or
money-making, or social affairs, or family matters, it
would show where our hearts are, and that we regard
the spintual fe to be the chtef thiog after all, Is it
not strapge, yea Is it not a reproach to our religious
profession, that we are so ready to talk about trifies,
and yet are so shamefully reticent about “the one
thing needful?” We might ald each other most
effectively in this life of preparation aad cozflict, if we
would ¢ speak ofien one to another ” about our heart
feelings, our joys, our trials and our Christian experi-

ences. .

“ Christian's* rich conversations with ¢ Faithful®
and ¢ Hopeful” in the Pilgrim’s Progress, are beauti-
ful, models of the style of intercourse that bscomes
those of us who are journeying to the same heaven.—
Dy, Cuyler, in Christian at Work,

WHAT MAKES 4 HOME,

Itis an excellent thing to have a well.kept houss
and finely appointed table; but, after all, the bast
cheer of every home must come from the heart and
manner of the bome mother, 1f that be cold and this
ungracious, all the wealth of Indiz cannot mnake the
homs pleasant and inviting. Imeligence too must
lend its charm if we wou'd have home an Eden. The
savere style of house.order neatness ssldom leaves
much margin for intellectual culture ; a simpler style
of liviog and house-furnishing would set many a bonded
slave at liberty, aud adds vastly to the comforts of all
the household. Thereare cabinhomesthat have baen
and are remembered with pleasure, becausa of the
baautiful, loviag presence there; and stately homes
without it, are but dull and cheztless habitations,



