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THE VISION OF GENESIS,

7ROM " THR ONIGIN OF THR WORLD,” RY J, W. DAWRON, 1.L.D., PRI &
PAL MGILL, COLLAGR, HONTRRAL.

1t is now necessary to inquire in what precise form
this remarkable revelation of the origin of the world
has been given, 1 have already referred to the
hypothesis that it represents a vision of creation pre.
sented to the mind of a secr, as if in a series of pic-
tures which he represents to us in words. ‘This is,
perhaps, the most intelligible conception of the man-
ner of communication of a revelation from God ; and
inasmuch as it Is that referred to in other parts of the
Bible as the mode of presentation of the future to
inspired prophets, there can be no impropricty in
supposing it to have been the means of communicat
ing the knowledge of the unknown past. We may
imagine the scer—pithaps some aboriginal patriarch,
long before the time of Moses -perhaps the first man
himself—wrapt in ecstatic vision, having his senses
closed to all the impressions of the present time, and
looking as at a moving procession of the events of
the earth's past history, presented to him i a scries
of apparent days and nights. In the first chapics ol
Genesis he rchearses this divine vision to us, not in
poetry, but in a series of regularly arranged paris o
strophes, thrown into a sort of a rythmical otder hued
to impress them on the memory, and to allow them
to be handed down from mouth to mouth, perhaps
through successive generatiuns of men, befure the,
could be fixed in a written formi of words. Though
the style can scarcely be called pocucal, since s
expressions are obviously literal and unadorned by
figures of speech, the production may aot untauly be
called the Song or Ballad of Creation, and 1t presents
an Archaic simplicity reminding us of the composi-
.tions of the oldest and rudest times, while it has also
an artificial and orderly arrangement, much obscured
by its division into verses and chapters in our Bible.
It is undoubtedly also characterized by a clearness
and grandeur of expression very striking and majestu,
and which shows that it was written by, and intended
for, men of no mean and contracted minds, but who
could grasp the great problems of the origin of things,
and comprchend and express them in a bold and
vigorous manner., It may be well, before proceeding
farther, to present to the reader this ancient docu-
ment in a form more literal and intelligible, and pro-
bably nearer to its original dress, than that i which
we are most familiar with 1t in our English Bibles:

THE ABURIGINAL SUNG OF CRLATION.

Beginning.

In l‘;c 'll)cginmng God created tue tleavens and the

»a1th

Ard the earth was freless and empty,

Aud darkness on the sutface of the decp,

And \t{:clB';ealh ol Lod moved on the Surface of the

alers.

Day One.
And God sard—** Let Light be,™
And Light was,
And God saw the Light that it was good.
And God called the Light Day,
And the darkness He called Nighit,
And Evening was and the Mormng was ~Day onc,

Day Sxcond.
T 7 dpd God said - *¢ Let there be an Eapanse n the mudst
of the waters,
And let it divide the waters from *he waters.”
And God made the Expanse,
And divided the waters below the Expanse from ths
waters above the Expanse.
And it was so.
And God called the Expanse Heavens.
And Evening was and Morning was, a Second Day.

Day Third,
And God said—** Let the waters under the Heavens be
ratheted into one place.
And Let the Dry Land appear.”
And it was so.
And God called the Dry Land Earth,
And the gathering of the waters called He Seas.
And God saw that it was good.
And God said—*¢ Lt the earth shoot forth hesbage,
The Herb yiclding seed and the fruit-tree yielding fruit
containing seed after its kind, on the earth.”
«  Andit wasso,
Ang the carth brought forth herbage,
The tech yiclding sced and the Tree yielding fruit
whose secd is in it after its kind,
And God saw that it was good,
And Evening was and Mornuig was, a fhind Day.

Day Fourth,
And God said—"* Lot there be Luminarics in the Ex-
pausc uf Heaven, . L

4

To divide the day from the night,
And let them be for Signs umFlor Scasons,

And for Days and for Years.

Amnl let them be Luminaries in the Expanse of {lea-

ven
T'o give light on the earth.”
A it was so.
And God made two great Luminaties,
The greater Laminaty to male the Day,
The lesser Luminaty to mle the night,
The stars also.
Aud God placed them in the Expanse of Heaven
To give light upon the carth,
Aluhu tule over the day and over the night,
And to divide the light fiom the darkness.
And Gad saw that it was good.
And Evening was and Moming was, a Fourth Day.

Day FLink.
And Gudsaid ¢ Let the watets swarm wath swatmess,
hinving life,
And iet winge:t animals fly over the earth on thesurface |
uf the expanse of ficaven,”
Al Gord crcaten] goear Reptiles,
And every lving thing that moveth,
With which the waters swarmed alter their kind,
And every winged tard afier ats kinu,
Aad Uind aaw that't was gund,
And Gad blessed thew, «aying -
¢ Be fruitful and multiply,
And hll the waters of the sea §
Anu ey tands lllnhipi)‘ e laad,
Anl Lventag wa- ant Moming was, a Fifth Doy,

Day Sixth,

et ot pag-- et the land bung forth bving things
after i km‘l.

Herbiviees ind anallee mammals and Carn.vores after
their kind,"”

And it was so,

And Goa made an Catmivores aiter thest [NTIA

Andd als Hetlvores afted ther Rind,

Andall mines mamma?s after thr kind.

And God saw that ir was good,

And tat sard— - Let us make man 10 our own mmage,

ater ;.‘M:nu.\.

|
|
!
1
And let him have lomani o over the fishan the sea, !
And over the bisds of the heavens, !
And over the Herlavora, |
Aud over the Larih, |
A over il e aunes animaes tae ceep apun the
carth.”
And God created man in his own image,
In the unage of Loud created He hum,
Mac anu l{:lu.lic «.cateu He tiem, \
And Gl ! lossad them.
And God said unto them I
& It fruitful and multiply,
And repuenish thic canth and subue i, )
Annd nase wumanot oves Jhie ishes of the sea I
And aver the Litds of he air, |
And over all the animals that move upon the carth.,” !
Awd Gow sand—* Behold, 1 have given you all hetbs |
renhng sceu,
Which are on the surface of the whole easth,
And every tree with fruit having seed,
They shall be unto you for food.
And to all the ammats of the tand
And w all ihe Luds of the heavens,
Anc o ali Buegs aoving va the land Liavang the breath
of life.
I have given every green herb for food.”
And it was so.
And Gl san cverything that he had made, and behold
it was very goad,
And Evening was and Moining was, a Sixth Day.

Dy Sexonth,

Thus the {leavens and the Earth were finished.

And all the hosts of them.

2ad on the seventh day God ended the vierk which he
had made,

At we e un div seventn cl.l’ aum i his woik
which he had made.

And God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it,

Because that n st Herested from all s work that He
had created and made.

THE GOSPELS GOUD WORKS.—I.

I name first among good works the regeneration
of individual men. Evil is ike leaven in its charac-
ter. Its natwie is to increase. Men have never yet
of themselves been able to keep themsclves from be-
coming worse. When putrefaction or corruption be-
gns in any material substance, it goes on from bad
-to worse. It zannot arrest its own progress. If that
is to be done at all it must be by the introduction of
some antiseptic agent, wlich, coming into contact
with 1t, will brng a curauve force to bear upon i,
Now, just such a morally antiseptic .afluence nas the
Gospel of Christ had upon individual men, and
and through them upon the race, wherever it has been
preached and believed.  1f you would have a crucial
mstance by which tlus may be illustrated, then look
at ancient Greece.  There you had the tnest intel-
lectual culture, probably, that the ancient world ever
saw. But monally, it was, on the testimony of com.
petent and impartial witnesses, sunk in the lowest

N

degradation, “To visit Corinth,” was a proverbial

phrase for becoming acquainted with the most abom.

inable forme of vice, and the sickening description

which Paul gives in his first chapter of the Romans,

of the loathsome wickedness of the Gentlles, may well

cnough have been suggested to him by the sights he

saw and the sounds he heard in that very city, from

which, indeed, that letter was written.  But sce what

happened, even in that metropolis of Satan. Paul

went there without any outward accessories of power,

having none of that * wisdom of wonls " to which the

Greeks were so partial, and, on his own showing,

knowing nothing save Jesus Chrnist and Him crucified ;

and in a short time there gathered round him some of
the worst of the peaple, to begin and carry on, under

the influence of the Lord whom he proclaimed to

them, a new and nobler life, so that within n few

years after he could write to the church which he had

founded there, saying, “He not deceived : neither

fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor elfemi.

nate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor

thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor

extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God; and

such were some of you; but ye are washed, but ye are

sanctified, but ye are justified, in the name of the

Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of the Lord.” 1s it then

a work worthy of ridicule, or of opposition, or deserv-

ing the exccration of mankind, to effect such a trans.

formation as that? Nor let any one suppose that

such results of the proclamation of the Gospel as

these are confined to apostolic times. They may be

secn among ourselves to-day. ‘The records of cvery

uthful pastor’s nunistry have cases in them as strik-

iy as any of those described in the New Testament ;

and there are institutions among us whose agents can

tell of similar transformations as almost every day

ovcurrences n their experience.  Let any one take

up the private register of such a centre of Chustian

work as the Home for Intemperate Men, which was*
opened some two years ago in our city, let him fol-

low each case up and discover how first the man was

brought to himself, by being led to the Lord Jesus,
and how he is faithfully following the Master still,

anmud many disccuragements and temptations, and he

will not be able any longer to doubt the efliciency of
the Gospel as a remedial agency for fallen men. He
will find some instances of imposture and apostacy,
indeed, just as in the apostolic times we meet with

Sunon Magus and Hymenzeus, but in the vast major-
ity of cases he will be compelled to acknowledge that
a real and lasting change has been affected. Now
what 1s there in such works as thess to arouse the
enmity and antagonism of men? Why should they
oppose that which is accomplishing such results
among us? Confessedly these are good works. They
are in the line of that very philanthropy which even
the adversaries of the: Gospel profess to set before
them. as their chiefest aim. \WVith what consistency,
therefore, can they seek its destruction? Is it a dis-
honourable thing to make the unchaste pure, the thief
honest, the drunkard sober ; and the savage of civili-

zation—who is the worst of all savages—benevolent
and kind? If it be, then let the Gospel be stoned for
doing it. But if these be works of the most laudable
description, then let the enemies of the Gospel show

the superiority of their system by surpassing such re-
sults, or “else forever hold their peace” When infi-
delity of whatever sort shall produce such trophics of
its power, we shall begin to think that there is some-
thing in its claims, but not till then.—Res. 1§, I/,

Taylor, D.D.

THE gold of the sanctuary must be tried before itis
accepted ; and is thrown into the fire, not because it
is of no value, but because it is so precious. - Lady
Porwerscoust.

THESE are the rules I have always accepted : First,
labour ; nothing can be had for nothing ; whatever a
man achieves he must pay for ; and no favour of for-
tune can absolve hiin from his duty. Secondly, pa-
tience and forbearance, which arc simply dependent
on the slow justice of time. Thirdly, and most import-
ant, faith. Unless 2 man believe: in something far
higher than himself ; something infinitely purer and
grander than he can ever become—unless he has an
instinct of an order beyond his dreams ; of laws, beyond
Ins comprehension ; of beauty and gooduess and jus--
tice, beside which his own ideals are dark, he will
fail in every loftier form of ambition, and ought to
fail—Bayard Taylor.



