
The Ioclwzzc Me-ew.
Befoore Sup'rintindint, that's Flan-

nigan,
Gits a wback at this very saine sin

agin.
F rom Finnigin to Flannigan
Repoorts %von't be long agi2."
Wan da-ay on the siction av Finnigin
Oni the road sup'rintinclod by Flan-

nigan.
A rail gave wvay on a bit av acurve,
Au' sorne kyars wvent off as tbey

muade the swverve,
"There's nobody hurted," sez

Finniigin,
" But reports nmust bu ruade to

Flan nigan."
And bu winked at McGorrigan,
As niarriud a Finnigin.
He %vuz sbantyn' thin was Finnigin,
As 'nany a railroader's been agin,
An' the schinoky ol' lamp wuz

burnin' bright
In Finnigin's shanty ail tbat nigt-
l3ilin' down his report, %vas Finnigin!
Au' be writud this hure: 'MNuster

Flannigan,
Off agin on agin,
Gone agin-Finnigiu."
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GRÂNÀDFATHIER'S COMM~E.
A FEW WORDS ON ORNITHOLOGY.

It would bu difficult to thoroughly
enter upon the study of Ornithology
%vithout a kniowludgu of the namnes
and terms wvhich have becotue the
coin mon property of niaturalists the
%vork1 over, and by an acquaintancu
%vitb wbicli the habits, classification
and general characteristics of any
new addition to thu realins of
science can bu writtun dowrn in a
short-band undurstandable by the
studunts of every land. It is nucus-
sary, howvuvr, to refer to the fact
that ornithologists have agreud
upon a conimon nomenclature
wvhich briefiy describus the leading
puculiarities of each member of the
fuathered kingdomn, and that thu
kingdoni itsulf bas buen dividcd in
such fashion that it is an easy mat-
ter to place each subjuct of it in
bis owvn particular portion of it.

Thus with birds we bave divisions
into, orders, sub-orders, famulies and
sub-families, as with man wve havu
races, nations, tribus and families.
Lut us take a single illustration of
this. If 1 tell you that sorne good-
looking fellowv or othur is Yorkshire
Smith, you know that liu is of the
Smith family, thu Yorkshire tribu.
the Engiishi nation. and the Cana-
dian rgce. So with birds. The
order containing the mostnumurous
murnbrs is that of INCiESSORES, the
Pu:cburs. One of its sub-orders is
that of OsciNEs, the Singers. Onu
of its families is that of TuRDiDA..:,
the Thrusbus, and its sub-family is
that of Miz, the Mockers. A
wull-known meaxher of this sub-
family is TuRnUS FELIVOX, thu Cat
Bird. Now, wvhat is suggestud by
these arparently bard names, wbich
aftur aIl, are just as simple as Jones
or Brown, whea, with a littie men-
tal labor, you becoine acouainted
%vith them ? Thbe studenC sues at
once that this bird bias a voice like
a cat, is a mocking bird, is a tbrusb,
that thrusheb are singers, and that
sinigers are purchers. Witbout sue-
ing the bird, be could tell you the
formation of its feut, give a good
guess at its general appearancu,
pronounce pretty correctly as to its
food, its habits, its nests, aud upon
everything but its exact color and
peculiarities. Hu would find, on
refurencu to books. that it is also
ternied TuRnUS LIVID)us, and in this
manner bue would bu able to deter-
muine its color. In other words,
the Gerrnan student of Ornitbology
wvould, troru thuse twvo namnes, bu
able to inforru you tbat the Amer-
ican Cat Bird imitates thu songs of
othur birds. and is binisuif a singer,
that bue fueds upon insucts and their
larvae, that bue lives upon treus, that
bue nests in bushus nuar the ground,
that the nest contains froni four to
eix eggs. (bat they are of a bluish
green color, and that the bird hiru.
self is of ashy bue; and could tell
you nearly as mucb about our lively
littie f riend as the Amuerican studunt
who had listuned to bis cheurful


