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without lfope, as the preaching of the
govpel is well attendod. In another
eongregation these things are more pro-
mising. The young more genorally join
in communion; Sabbath Schools are well
ntiondod: yot even here much eoldness,
in the midat of a fair outward appenr-
anco. ln another cmgregation, which
wns lately as sheep without a shepherd,
much indifference provailed; but as it
has lately obte®qed t'w services of one
to go in and out and kreak the broad of]
1ife among them, there ic & decided im-
pravemont. From'two other congrega-
tions, though the clerk had received no
formal report, yet from personal knowl-
edge, he bolieved the ene to be prosper-
ing as well ds any other on the Ieland;
and the other was making more rapid

rogress than ever it has dome before,
i consequence of the concentration of

astoral lobor, made effectunl by the
%ivine blessing,

The threo refmrts frora tho Presbytc-
ry of Trura exhibited & fair attendincs
on public crdinances—the Subbath sanc-
tified—family worship attended to bz
many, and the schewes of the Chure
gonerally supported—Sabbath Schools

not universal, and much good resulting
from Presbyterial visitations and the
girculation of religivus publications;
though they complain much of the ne-
glect of communjon, and that their rea-
sonable expectations of increase are not
realized, notwithstanding a very promis-
ing atendance on public ordinaaces, and
a cordial welcomo t0tl. nastors throughs
out their respecive £0:. regaiions, and
oven of the elders alono in their respec-
iive disiricts,

The three reports from Halifax indi-
cate—that in regard to vital piety there
is great need of Ferven t prayer and ener-
getic action. One s2sgion without ven-
turing an opinion, says: ¢ matters in
this particulur might be worse.”” Two
report that Sabbath Schools anc Bible
Olasses, are oxiating and improving, and
that many are anxiously enquiring
¢twhat they shall do to be saved”>—that
the scrvices of the sanctuary are appre-
anted, and Christign liberality, in re-

ard ta the schemes of the Ghurch is
mereasing.

= endeavoring tospm up the whole
of the ?moeding reports, we shall apply

and Bible Clusses in operation, thoughlthere is no doubt much desecration |

}sclf', viz: Yo shall know them by their f

fruits ;" which is applicable to congre-},
gations as well ns individuals. Tor as, |
we judge of an orchard as well asof o
tree by its fruits, so may we judge ofay,
congregation or a numher of congrega-,
tions, comprising the whole Church, us,,
well us of a single individual. )
Respeet to the ordinanes of Divine,
appointment, isone good fruit of reli-,
glon. Here, though thers is doubtless,
much room for improvement, yet wheni
we consider (ho seattered loeation and,
limited errcumstances of many of our,
congregations, we must afirm that they.l
exhibit a respectable attendance and,
reverentiul attention to the ordinances,
of Divine appointment. i
Bible classes, Sabbath schools, and,
family instruction, are fruits of reli.,
gion, which seem to be rapidly incress-
ing. There have been 16 of the former|
and 10 of the latter added Guring the; §
last year, as may be seen hy compering
the last two statistienl returns, Uhish
indicates encournging progress in this,
department.  Another good fruit ufif
pure and undefiled religion is, xespeet o, ¥
the Christian Sabhath: and thoughy

thereof, not visible to the eye of man,
and which is much to he lamented, asit, f§
18 vistble to the all-secing eye of God;, B
yet & great advantage has bheen gained) B
ggxden outwardly the Sabbath is sancti-| |8
< if

. Morality of conduet snd purity of; |8
language are good fruits ol religion,; B
heeaase its seat 1s in the heart, 2ad “out |
of the r handance of the heart the mouth, I
speaketh;” and also “‘out of it are the, JB
issues of life.”” Now though therear, &
exceptions to bo met with {n buth theie; J8
perticalars, as is painfully evident from 8
the cases of discipline which vecasion-yg8
iy occur; yet on viewing the progres gl
attained in this respect we have resso, 38
to “thank God and take courage.” s, B
for general and religions intelligenc; i
and good moral ecnduct our people will
bear a comparison, according to their/ 8
circLmstances, with any sister Church,/#
or auy ather denomination. B
Again: liberality in support of {8
ordirances and of the schemes of th 8
Church for the continuation and thodiy
pensation of the gospel, s a frait, 8ol 8
2 good fruit of pure religion; ond of bty
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1¢hae rale laid down by our Sasior him-
RPNTTI TN T = o

TN,

exiatenea of this fruis, though far shor{ 3




