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The Lommon Taleat.

My pear Youne FuleEnps,—Among the
many beautilul and instructive parables of
the Bible, we find one wherein a certain
nobleman is deseribed as geinginto a far
country, to receive for himself 2 kingdom.
It was his intenticn to return at some future
time, but that time was uncertain. Mean-
time he dist:ibuted to his servants certain
portions of his property, with directions te
lay it out for his benefit during his ab-~
sence, assuring them an account would be
one day required.

The explamation of this parable is simples
and has heen often given, ‘The nobleman
ahout to go into a far country, was that
same Jesus who, when on earth,said to his
disciples, ¢¢ A little while and ye shall not
see me, because I g unto my father,” and
also sent by Mary this sweet inessage, ¢ |
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and important trml, to Peter, \w(h all his
fire and energy, his z'al and ardent love,
were given the ten talents; to Paul, also,
whose sound reasonings, whose glowing
eloquence and powerful pleading won so
many souls to Christ, were intrusted and
faithfully occupied a large measure of the
gifts of God; to Dorcas, chiefly remem-
bered by her coats and garments for the
poor ; to Nicodemus, who came to Jesus hy
night 5 te John Mark, whaose faiths
though true, was yet weak, gifts and
graces in a less degree wvrere bestowed,
but they, faithful over a very little, shall
not lose their reward, but shall equally
enter into the joy of their Lerd.

The came distinctions are found among
ourseives. Lnok around on an assembly
of young people ; how many and how wide
jare the differences which characterize

ascend unto my Father and your Father.” [them ? In circumstances, in abilities, in
The talents, too, distributed evidently-“l"i“’"”"m’s of improvemeni, few are
mean the various gifts and abiiities that are | exacily similarly sitvated; and yet there
entrusted to those who are desired to ex- | is one talent cemmon te ail, one giftin
pect and wait for the appeasing of melwhxch all are equal partakers, one deposit
Lord. in all ages the distribution has been 'entrusted, without distinctiog, to every one
nequal. To Moses, the deliverer and of the servants of cur Lerd, who will as-
lawmver of Israel, was given a great com- |surecly come and require at the hand of
mission ; to Davxd as a king, as the sweet | €ach an account of theii trust.
psalmist, as the tried and highly favored| [tis your time! Hasit ever occuried
servant of God, was commitled a sncrcdlto you that time is a special gift, hestowed




