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atiori. For is it flot possible to conceive that the spiritual essence might- be
a new and divine revelation, while the outwvard forms mighit be modifications
of existing Egyptian forms? Through the formis wvith wliich the people were
already farniliar, Jehovah revealed new truths, that were more fully perceived
as the spiritual life of the race developed. This does flot seemn antagonistic
to any defensible theory of inspiration. Moreover, it is consistent with the
Divine nicthod of teaching and wvorking, even in diat remote age. D~y the
aperation of natural laws ind forces, guidcd ini refèrence to tinie, and for a
special purpose, jehovahi divided the ked Sea, and affiicted the Egyptians
with plagues. Those plagues were natural evils intensified and utilized at
the proper tirne. Perhaps féar of weakening the belief of the Chiurch, in the
originality of ail the contents of those early books, or of appearin- to assail
their inspiration, has tended to reduce to a minimum the traces of Egyptian
influence. This is a niistake. This influence cannot affect thz inspiration
of the Books. 'While. on the other hand, the strong Egyptian vein found in
them is an invincible witncss for tlheir truth and generally accepted age. The
Iimited space at my disposai will allow me to point out this influence in only
two objects, A, The Tabernacle, B, The Urim and Thummini.

A. The Hebrew is well translated in the Revised Version,
"Teit of MNeeting." The Tabernacle ivas made after the pattern which was

show'ed to M-o.ses in the Mount. There is, in the form of the Tabernacle, an
undoubted resemblance to, the temples of Egypt. And this reseniblance
existed in the first Temple in jerusalen-i, which was, s0 far, constructed after
the fashion of the Tabernacle. The din.ensions 0f the formner were celati'ely
the sarne as those of the latter, only doubled to meet the requirenients of the
nation, with its new conditions and increased population.

Josephus A-nt. Ill., VI. 4, says that the Tabernacle %vas divided into three
sections, the l)orch, the Holy place, and finally the Holy of Holies. On a
comparison of this writer with Exod. xxvi, 15-26, it is evident, that the
Tabernacle ivas a parallelogram, 3o cubits long, îo broad and îo high. If
the cubit be taken at iS inches, its dimensions w'ill be 45 feet lng, x5 broad,
and 15 higli.

In i Kings vi, we learn that the size of the first Temple in Teru.s-alein -%as
exactly double that of the Tabernacle, and that the dimensions of the porch,
Holy place and Holy of Holies were exactiy double of those in the Taber-
nacle. The porch %vas 1o cubits; long, the Holy place 4o, the Holy ofWHolies,
2o. From i Kings vi, 2, 2nd Chrons iii, 4. 1 Kiigs vui, 21, we obtain
three other important mieasurernents. The height of the Temtple in jerusaleni
was 3o cubits, the hieight of the porch, îao cubits, and the two pillars Jachin
and ]3oaz, before the porch, Were 23 cubits highi, includin _their capitais.

Moses wus doubtless faniiliar with the form and size of the E-yptiau
Temples, as well as ivith the learning and religion of the people. Re niust


