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The U. S. is sure to have some new
stamps for 1894, If not a new serles,
at least same dollar values to corres-
pond with the 1890 issue.

Certain dealers are advertising the
uùed Columblan dollar values at ten
And twenty cents over face value.

One third of the original contract
for the Columbia-ns has been canceled.

Scotta 54th catalogues is stlll be-
Ing eagerly looked for by the collec-
ors.

It Is pretty certain that at least
one U. S. stamp will be lower in the
54th catalogue than the 53rd, that
is the 3c. Newspaper.

Study your Columblan envelopes
carefully, and you will be surprised
at the number of varities you will
find, they appear with and without
perlods, with three bars on lefr side
of shield, with large and small orna-
ments at side, with and wvithout mer-
Idian back of Columbus head, with
and without meridians between the
neck of Columbus and eagel's wing,
and sharp and blunt wings; about
seventy varletleskcan be found of the
two cent alone.

• WVHAT TO COLLECT.

The young Philatelist, as'he starts
out, generally imagines that it will
be no very difficult matter to grad-
ually fill lis album and some day
have a somplete collection; but it
does not take him very long to realize
his error, for he finds that there are
not a feW countries whose 'stamps
possess a present value far exceedirxg
*his limited meaus.

I remember when quite a boy, what
pleas.ure it afforded me to complete
any of my sets and how proud I was
of My 2500 varieties, nlcely mounted,
but one day I had the good fortune
to meet our late philatellc brother,
A. Gerald Hull, and after looking over

tis two magnifce[nt volumes, flled
wIth the rarest gems, I could, not re-
frain from feeling that my hitherto
preclous album was a mere gaudy no-
thing.. . , 1

Of late the tendancy of most phil-
aatelists bas been to forgo the idea of
general collecting and to adhere to
the stamps of a single country or gov-
ernment. This furnishes, In Itself,
quite a vIde field in which to.pursue
our favorite study.

The choice of .a specialty is govern-
ned of course, by the fancy of eaci
individual, the favorites being the
United States, Mexico, and the Brit-
Ish Colonies. Tie first Is to us.. Rat-
urally the most InterestIng and pop-
ular. The stamps as a rul9, are pret-
ty and varied, and in addition to their
pecuniary value, they cause us to be-
come acquainted with the hlistory of
the great Republie. Many specimens
are qulte rare and difficult to obtain:
but money thus Invested Is not lost
but well secured.

Mexiean stamps are greatly sought
after and to such an extent as to
warrant the publication of an album
for their special use. The governmegit
not to have picked out the ha-nsdsome
faces to adorn them with, but the col.
ors are bright and make quite an at-
tractive display. But .beware of re-
prints.

The collector oi British Coloulals
has a muucl lar.ger sphere to move in.
The old adage says, "the sun never
sets on England' and trul'y, lier prof-'
inces are scattered far and wide, each
one furilshing tothe philatellst an4
opportunity ofi ncreasing his store of
treasures.

lu addition to the above mentloned
three, we might add, the German Sta-
tes, South America, France and Spain,
besides iauy others ; b it let us as
Anerlcans, should we be in doubt as
to wvhat line to follow out, give the
Vreference tO Our' own countrY qrid
take uride li preserving lier stampf3.
-Detroit Pill.


