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PLEASANT HOURS.

heart_brimful-of-fuu, and did ‘more than
anything elso to ovopularizo his namo
with the common poople

‘Another element in Cowper’s spirit, In-
deed the most-prominent, s his ardent
love_for nature  Thomson, in his “Sea-

sons,”-has-ap affected-stiffness which s

absent from Cowper  Tho -marvellous
beauty of-rural_sccnery tn England be-
comes-real-and -living

Tho whole belng of Cowper was per--

meated with profoundest roverence for
the Divine and-his-faith -in-God- shone
with ateady lustro when_not eclipsed by
menta} dernngement  -His  Christlan
taith shines out of the-gloom of despalr
and e¢nables him to sing:

Judgo not-the Lord by-fecble senso,
But trust him-for his grace,
Bohind-a frowning Providenco
Ho hides-a smillng-face.”

A brave spirit in a weak, -nervous
body;-a trlumphant-faith amid tho dark-
pess  of despatr; @ -genial “temper
despite tho aberrations of mental dis-

order; an ovangelical Tecognition of_man_|

as a sinnor, and Christ as -the only
Suvlour,-at a time_when such ideas were
treated- with arlstocratic hauteur—theso

are.qualities In Cowper which, assuclat- |

ed with classic grace-and literary oxcel-
lenco, gave him-a-high-placo-in the cs-
teem. and affection -of Englishmen, and
explalu-tho tenderness and sympathy-1n-

spiriog Mrs Browning's -poem _of-four--

tcen stanzas-on Cowpers grave :

It "Is-a place-whero poets-crowned may”

feol-the heart's decaylng, ~
{r is-a place where happy-salnts may
weep_amid thelr praying,
Yet -let-tho grief-and -humbleness, as
_ low =s slicnce” languish !
Earth-surely now moy -give her calm”
to-whom-she gave her anguish.

“ Oh, poets "“from a manlac's tongue-was
poured tho denthlcss singing !
O Christians 1-at your-cross of-hope,-a
hopeless hand- was_clinging ' ~
© men'! this-man in brotberhood, your
weary _paths begulling, _ R
-Gronned inly while he taught you
" peace, and dled- while yo were
amiliog.

«-And now what time-ye-all may read.!
through dimming tears his- story,

How discord on the music fell, and

" darkness op -the_glory,

Apd how- when, -one-by-one, aweot-
sounds and.-wandering- Hghts de-
parted, - _

He_wore-no leas-a loving face-becauso

" 80 -broken-hoarted.

*}{e shall be strong-to sanctify tho.
 _poct’s _high vocatlon, ~
And. bow the meekest Christian down
"~ in—mecker adoration,
Nor over shall'he be, in-praise, by wise
or good forsaken,

Named-softly as the houschold name |

of ono-whom God-hath taken.

«\With quiet sadness-and no gloom I

“learn-to think-upon-him—

Avith-meckness-that-18-gratefulness to_
“God whose heaven hath won him,

\Vho suffered-onco the madpess-cloud
“t6-his-own-loveto-bind-him,

But-gently -led-the blind -slong where
treath and bird could find him

«-And wrought within his shattered
brain -such quick poetic senses
As-hills-have 1anguage-for, and stars,
~  harmonious intlucnces,
The pulse of-dew-upun-the grass
bis-withip its aumber, ~ o
silent_shadows {rom the trees.re-
treshed him-like a slumber.

kept_

And

* Wild, timid-hares were drawn {rom:

woods-to sharoe his home-caresses

Uplooking to -bls human eyes with-
sylvan tenderncsses,

The very world, -by God's. constraint,
from falsehood's” ways -removing,

Its women and- Its'men-became, bestde
him,-true and loving.

- And-though, in blindoess, he remalned-

"~ unconsclu ~ of-that gulding,

And things . .dedccame without the-
sweet sense of providing,

He testificd -this - solemn--truth, While-
phrensy desolated,— o

Nor-man nor nature-satisfy whom God
only created”

~Lake a sick-child:that knoweth not his
mother-while she blesses
And-drops vpon-his burning brow *he.
coolness of her kisses— -
That tvrns-his-fovered-eyes. around—
My -mother ! Where's my mother?’
As it such_tender worde-aud deeds
* could come from:any -other '~

«The fover-gone, With leaps of -heart he
sees her bendiog o'er him'—
lo -from-watchtul love,

Her” faco-all
. cgu{; nnv.ieipr'; love-stis bore him !

his 1ife-loug fever-gavo -him,
Beneath those deep pathetic cyces,
;liMch cloted In death to savo-him,
m,

‘Thus? O, nat thus ! no typo of earth
ean image that awaking,

Whereln ho scarcely heard the chant
of geraphs, -round him_breaking,

Or felt-the new immortal throb of soul
from body parted,

But-felt those eyes alone.-and -knew,—
' My Saviour, not deserted.’

“ Deserted I-who- hath-dreamt-that when™
the cross in darkness rested,
-Uipon-the vietim's-hidden-face no love

was -manifested ?
What frantte hands outstretched have
o'er tho-atoning drops-averted ?
What tears tave washed- them from
the soul, that-one should be do--
serted ?

Deserted 7 God couid scparate from
his own essenco rather, R
And Adam’s-sins have: swept-between
the_rightcous son and-father,
Yea, once, Immanuel’s orphaned cry

his universe hath shaken—

-1 am forsaken.

“1t went up from the-holys lips amld
his lost creation,
That, ot-the lost, no son.should. uso
-thoge- words of- desolation,
The earth’s worst phrensies -marring-|
should mar not hope's
fruitjon,
And I, on Cowper's_gravo, should-see
his- rapture- In &-vislon.
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“ AND-WAS SUBJECT UNTO THEM."
_One of-the most touchlng-and -beautl-
_ful_Intimations-that we-bave of the boy-
“hood-of Jesus-is-the impressive.phrase,
“ And he went down with them (his par-_
ents) and came to Nazarcth, and was’
-subject unto them.” -Many of the-old
_masters have -represented In thelr ple-
“turés -thelr conception of what this
meant with striking Slmplicity. In.
somo cases the child Jesus is picking
up “the chips and shaviogs in-the work--
-shop- of- Joseph the carpenter, while |
_Mary, spinnig with her distalf, and-his
reputed father lovked:smitingly on In
other plctures he-is represented.as him- -
_self.using the saw or the plane and-as.
sisting_Joseph_in-his calling-of carpen-
“ter Thathe did-this-is undoubted from
-tho exclamations-of the .people.  Not
merely, I8 not this the carpenters:
son” but: *Is not-this the carpenter 2"
For-all -the Jews—sensible people that-
they were In -this- respect, as are the
-Germans _of the present —day-—even-
wealthy parents, taught ‘their children-
_somo honest trade or means of livell-
hood  Thus ‘Paul. the- highly cultured
member of the Sanbedrim, e2d the dis-
_clple of- Gamaltel, was fnstructedin the
art of tent-making, and-was able-afters
~wards to boast, * Theso-hands ministered
-to_my necessities.” )

Thus woke- the - poet -from -the- dreain |

As tho_mother of our -Lord- witnessed
“tho cxpansion of intellect and-growth-
“of thought in tho-youthful -Jesus, how.
often must that Scripture have been
-tulfited-over and over -again, ** Now-
Mary kept all these things and pondered-
them in her heart.' Especlally would
this Do truc-after her-finding Jesus-in
tho temple and hearing his strange,”
soul-penetrating-question, ** Wist yo not-
that ! must be about my Father's busi-
-ness 7"

There !s an anclent tradition that”
Joseph-was at_a somewhat-advanced.age
at the-birth of Jesus, The old Christ-
-mas -carol 3ays .

*Now Joseph was an old man, an-old

man was he, -

And ho marrled- Mary, sweet.Mary of”
Qalllee ™

The tradition further-says that long:
before Jesus nttained.manhood Joseph
died. We are doing no violence- to-
probabllity in_assuming that Jesus-la-
-boured with his own hands-for the maln-
tenance of his widowed mother.  Cer-
-tatnly ‘his last thought was of her. As:
“he hung upon-the cross_he sald to John,
-the beloved dlscipie, ~ * Behold tby-
mol!:er." -and- to Mary, *-Behold- thy

1t swept-up single, echoless, * My God, | yon.
There- 14 -3- beautiful picture by Hol- |

man Hunt, In-which Jesus-Is represented”
as, worn- and -we.ry. after a day's work
‘In- the carpenter’s shop, stretching-his.
arms-in tho doorway, while the-wester-
ing sun throws its-shadow on the-op-
_posite wall In"the form-of a-cross. The
strange shadow._smites the heart of Mary
with & pang of apprehension, as she
seems to -ponder its prophetic signlfi-
cance, and-it seems from the expression-
_of-her face that the Scripture is-bolog
“fuifilled, “Yea, a sword shall-plerce
“thino own scul also”

Our -Roman Cathollc friends greatly_
err In-the religlous reverence which they
pay_the mother of Jesus, applying to her
such-  unwarranted expressions  as
* Theotokos,” and- *Mater Del,” the
o Mother of .God” But _ Protestants
'themselv‘es err too, we-think, -18 not

y ‘the of

The little boy turned, and there, be-
“twoen bim and-tho door, wero five coal-
dusty -footprints-on-the~white matting *
-Mother could not help amiling at the look
_of_surprise and dismay on the littlo face,
-but it was a rather mournful smile

“ Do you think wo can ever 40 Wroag,
- Eddy, and-not leave marks-of it-some-
_where 1" sho asked  * And,-oh '-my-lit-
tle boy, the:marks that sin leaves-are on
-your heart, which ought-to-be clean-and
whito for God’s eyes, instead of bolng
all tracked over by wrongdoing.”

“ Won't they-come-out 1”-nsked Eddy.
“Ho meant tho-footprints on the matting,
Dut-his-mother was thinking about those
other marks when sho sald

“*Tho-blood of Jeaus Christ-cleanscth
-trom all'ain.’ You must-ask him to for-
glve you, Eddy, and to take-away your
gulle, and to miake-you hato sin, which.
:;&;‘w'"u such ugly footprinta-on your little

.

And then for a_punishment, and for n-
reminder, -mother kept_the footprints on
tho sitting-room floor that whole day, so
that Eddy-might sco them and remember
how- every “wrong -decd- left-dark-stains
-on his little-heart. )

THE PRINOESS-AND-TEB-TRAMP,
‘When thé grand old Iady who has_been
‘Queen-ot England for sixty years was a
-¢hild,-sho had-no idea that she-was one
day to bo queen, Her mother wished to-
-keép -her simple and gentle, and so
_donled -her many-things which other rich
“men’s daughters -had _for the- asking.
When- she -was sovon_or elght- years of
age, her heart was set on-a certain doll
which she had-seen in-a shop window
She had to-wait, however, until she could-
save _the_price, slx shillings, out of-ber
-pocket mopey. ~At-last tho day- came
and tho-coveted- doll- was paid for znd
—:ecelved. The story procceds as fol-
ows : )
And now, with the preclous trcasure
upon- her arm, the little lady bade the
shop-keoper good afternoon, and- was
-about to step_from the door when a poor,
_miserable-looking man-met her-eye. He
was standing but a"couple of teet-away

_her who-was called-** The-blessed among_
-women,” and to-whom our Lord himself-
pald -such-loving reverence.

~ Certalnly all- of-us, -both- young- and |
_those who- have~grown -to- tbs-estate-of
-manhood: and- womanhood, should-learn”
from our loving Lord- to be-in- youth
and -childhood subject to our parents,
_and -In -manhood _and womanhood to

*| treat them-with-tetider constderation and

loving regard.

THE TELLTALE-POOTPRINTS,
“ Bddy,-0, Eddy, where are you r
“Here, mother,” came a shbriil voice

_| -from-the-back yard. i
“Come here,-Eddy; I want-you.to do

“something-for ma.”
Then the.back-door opencd, and Mrs.|

-| Taylor- heard-tho soft-patter of bare feet

-along-tho-passage. -But-when-Eddy en-|
-tered the sitting-room, and steod by
_mother's- sewing table, she only--sald,-
“Why, Eddy, what's the matter 2" |
_ Now-there- were -no-cuts or bumps or
-bruises about-the little-boy. Why should-
-the mother-think anything was-the mat-
ter? -Becauze his brown eyes, which

-and seemed as if he were going to.speak
to her,_attracted-doubtless by the-inno-
cent;kindliness of her expression and the

-tenderness of her blue oyes. But thougd
“his lipa moved;. no sound came from
them. - -

e stood aside to'let_her pass, a mute
agonized -appeal- In his sunkea cheeks
and quivering chin. .

_ " DId you wish to speak to me ?'* asked.

“the little lady, staying her steps.

_ Encouraged by her winnlng voice, the

_poor tramp—for such he was—said, -in
trembling accents: B . :

- “Jam-very hungry. I would not ask

-for help it I were not ready-to sink-with
hunger.” o T -
He looked famine from his eyes.

“1 am 86 sorry; 1-have no money-or

Be—' A - N *
-His -lips trembled -forth -a humble
-** Thank:-you,-lady;" then he-shuffed on

his way. .
“ Stay ! murmured- the -little owner
-of the new doll. ~ There was a quiver in

-her childish voice and a moisture jn her
eyes as she-spoke. * Walt a minute,
-please.” R )

_ She-stepped _back-into the shop, ap-

_generally-looked right up at you like two]
“Tittle” birds flying-out of.a cage,-now had
an uneasy look;:mefther here nor-there,
-but away

“looking out-of tho window. * What did’
you call me for, mother 2"

She-had-wanted him-te.run down “to
the village-post-office to mall--a letter,
_but the letter -was forgotten DOW.
Mother was silent-for a fow minutes;
then seeing something betwoen her.table
and the door, shae spoke : R

“1 am sorry my littlo -boy has-dlis-
obeydd' me about going to the apple-bin
_without leave.” Eddy gave a little start:
«The reason-God put me here as-your_
mother, Eddy, 1s because he thinks T-
know better-what you.ought to do, and
ought not-to do, than you do yourself.”

Eddy did-not answer. Ho was asking
himself how mochers knew-everything a
fellow-did. N N

“1 am speclally-sorry that you should
disobey me by sneaking through the coal-
_room window,” sald Mrs. Taylor. “1I
would much rather -have.you say, ‘I-
won't mind-you, -and go In before_ my-
eyes, than-go-in_by teiling a lle.”

“1Vhy, mother, I dldn't say—" began
E‘}}!y.,gmd of a chance-to detend him-
8¢}
“Do you think you only talk with
our 1ips-? Interrupted his ‘mother.
“What do you suppose has whispered to
‘o -that you have been in the apple
cellar and that you went ‘through tho

“1 can't fmaglne,”

coal room ?” ~ B
" anld-Eddy, honestly.-
“Look-behind you* =~ R

“ Nothing's the matter,” sald Eddy. |

oa the lady behind the- counter,
and’sald : L

“Oh, please, do you -mind taking:the
-doll-back -and: keeplng it-for me-for-a
fow days longer ?” T

" Certainiy I -will,” replied the.shop-
keeper; ** and you wish_me to_return you
_the_money-2"

“Yes, {f-you please.” ,

This -was done, .and the little lady,
hurrying- out-of the -shop, -placed -the
whole-of the-money:in the hands of.the
-starving man, = )

He was liko_one thunderstruck, Never
_had_ bounty _ralned upon him in_such
protusion-before. B B T

The object of her bounty murmured In
,a low tone, though.loud enough.to reach

er ear. S
“o It tho-Almigaty .made you a queen it
would not" be -more-than your goodness
“deserves ! T

Then -he -hobbled away -to satisty -his
hunger.—The Quiver. )

Bishop “Potter and scveral of -the-wo-
men of his diocese are -planning a
-method-of Sunday transportatior:for the-
_poor_people ¢f the pro-cathedral jn:Stan-
“ton-Street, New York city, to.the.new
cathedral of St. John. the' Divine, on.
Morningslde Helghts, It¥is to be-the
"spiritual- home of the pocr, as well -
‘the rich, -the. blshop- says, and-they are
to-tecl-that it-belopgs to<them, “The
~dwellers In the-East-sido ‘will" b
free _on -Sunday to the church, and.
“the grounds around:the cathedral-wiil be
used_for.a park, the people can-enjoy an

-hotr or two-in:-the open slr. -
- - - \A,




