
Itreaties vit1î lbrcigii counitries; and, 2nd, The pre-
Csentation of a Petition to RFis Ex-%-cellcnicy the Go-
vernor Cenieral of tItis Dominion, setting forth the

« cisabilities under wrhich Canadian commerce and
maniiuttàctures strnggle, by -virtue of the present
French Tariff, prayi-ng,, that tîe~ Government of this
Domiinion -%vill takie imminediate steps to represent the

Cwhole q uestion to H-er niost Gracions Majesty the
"Quecn and lier Privy Counicil."

Ntigcould be more cloquent to illustrate the
abject and lielpless position in wluch -ie stand 'with
regVard to commnercial m-atters. .Uere is the chief oflicer
of the General Board of Trade of this grreat Confedera-
tion of' the Dominion of Canada, grroanin ( under rain
and bankrnptcy, and appealing for relief, not to his

proud Govemnment, but Io the ' Executive Council of
cthe Association of charnbers of Commerce ofthe United
CKingcdom."

Iu the worst days of onr Colonial history, wre ha 'd
to submit to Downing Street grovernment, and that -was
considered bad enoughi then. But what lias this great
Dominion corne to now, with its increaised population,
migrhty canails, immense railway system, enormons
shipping, extensive mnaiiuf,-tnres andl incresed t.rade ?

It l.as corne to this humiliating position that the
Canadian Governineilt and people are powerless to settie
their own Commercial policy ; thait the E-xecztiive Uûuncil
of fiw Association of (jhmibers« of Commnerce oft7ze United
Ïiïngrlo7ii" alone hold in their hit nds the vital interests of
titis grreat Dominion. So much. so, that Mr. Patterson
feels the nccessity of appealing1c to thern first, and, in
the second place offly, to ll& Excellency thie Governor
General. How far Ris Excellency and the Hon. Mem-
bers of His Privy Council can be pleased, with this
subordinate position on commercial matters, affecting
their adiitainof the country, is a, matter of
,appreciation. But it is doubtful that a famishing and
impoverishied people -will watupon the good -%ill of
the «IExecutive Council of the Association of Cham-
bers of Commerce of the UJnited Kiingdomi" to 'allowv


