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BAPTISTS AND DISCIPLES.
r— »

Why do not the Disciples and the Baptists
mnite? is a question often asked us by Pedo
baptists,

The differemt sections of Methodism have
united, so, also, have the Presbyterians, and why
do not Immersionists do likewise? *

This question would, no doubt, be answered
very differently by representatives of the two
bodics. ‘The Baptists might say in answer to the
question that they look upon the Disciples as
unevangelical—as frightitlly heterodox upon vital
questions.  While the Disciples might say that
the Baptist body 1s a sect, and to become Bap-
tists would be going back to the sectarian bond-
age in which they probably were formerly hela.

It is quite as proper as it is Scriptural that
every man should bear his own burden, We
think also that every religious body should bear
its own responsibilities.

If the Disciples are to blame for standing in
the way of union with the Baptists or any other
religious body they should know it. lowever,
they do not think that they, as a people, are
guilty in the sight of God of this great evil.
Neither do they think that any one at alt acquaint-
cd with their teachings ~ould adjudge them
guilty. There are other branches of the Baptist
family which are sound upon all vital questions,
and gonsequently evangelical, yet we hear of no
proposals of union between them and the Regular
Baptists. We naturally infer that our Heterodoxy

.. has Jittle to do in keeping Immersionists divided.

"

It is often said, both by Disciples and Baptists,
that if the baptismal question was settled nothing
would stand in the way of union among all the
leading denominations.  Don’t be too sanguine.
The Baptists and Disciples agree upon the * One
Baptism,” that it is the hmnersion of a penitent
believer upon a profession of faith in Christ,
“into -the nawe of the Father and of the Son

‘and of.the Holy Spirit,” and yet the first step

towards the union of those two bodies has amot
been taken.. To settle the dispute about the
Y One Baptism” is very important, yet it is
equally as important to drive out of those bodies
the.demon of sectarianism.

Scores of Disciples in the Province have for
convenience united with the Baptists, and were
gladly and freely received, and consistent mem-
bers of the Baptist Church are never refused by
the Disciples.

If members in good standing in these bodies
find the transition so casy, why should the union
of the two bodies be difficult ?

As we do not ask the Baptists to come to us,
they-should not ask us to go to them. We say
to them and to all others, come to the New
Testament, and if you do not find us there, so
much the worse for us. Let us have Christian
union, and that can be had only by building
upon divine truth, LR
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THE RE-OPENING AT ERIN CENTRE.

The Erin Church was started in 1840, .\t
first the brethren met in a School House; ina
year or two they put Gpa trame house, which
was subsequently cnlarged, and which in 1860
wus displaced by the wellknown Stone Church.
The meeting-house was placed as nearly as
possible in the centre of the "Fownship, in order
that it might be central to the brethren living in all
parts of the "Township, for at that time there was
but one congregation of Disciples in Erin. We
presume it was when the mother church sent off
colonies to other parts of Erin that she acquired
the name Erin Centre.

On the 29th of October, 1€+0, the Stone
Church was opened; almost exactly 26 years
after, on the 24th of*October, 1886, it was re-
opened, after having undergone eensive repairs.
A new roof Das been put on, "The old square
cumbrous-windows, which must have, tried the
patience, as well as'the muscle, of many a worthy

deacon, have been replaced by windows of the
gothic order, which can be arranged for purposes
of ventilition by a chitd.  “The tloor which had
stk in sonte plices has been rised and levelled,
Al the woodsnork inside and outside has been
pamted, and the ends of the seats grained. “The
side rows of scats have been placed ata skight
angle, .\ finte carpet has been Lid on the exten
sive platform, so that Bro. Ledird wonld now
look in vain for the place where he used ta stand,
and where he wore the paint o, “Theuld desk
has had o give place 1o two neat staids—- one
being used for the oedinance, the other for a
pulpit. “Fhings have quite a modum look, In
tact, were the walls “pointed,” it would take a
perron several degrees sharper than the writer
to deteet that 1t is merely an old howse refur
bished.  .\nd, moreover, the old time <ollection
boses were nat to be seen s it is to be hoped
they were not destroged ¢ they should be sent to
the British Musewtn,  Plates covered with cloth
ar¢ henceforth to be used to receive the contri
butions of the saints,

Bro. O. G. Hertzog was present at the ree
opening, and preached morning and cvening,
and alto on the following Monday evening.
There were large congregations on the Lord’s
Day, and Jerge sermons likewise.  If it be proper
to discriminate it may be said that the mornng
discourse was particularly fine. The text was,
“JYor the Son of Man is come to seck and to
save that which was ost,” (Luke 191 10), ‘The
Saviour’s Mission was carnestly and forcibly
presented, and made the basis of an effective
appeal to all His followers to be faithful and
energetic workers in Iis vineyard,

We are informed that there have been at one

time over 200 members in the Erin Centre
Church 3 at present there are between 150 and
160, Many of the old pioncers have passed
seer the river, many more are drawing nigh to
theriver's brink,  The responsibility for the well.
being of the church will soon rest upon the third
generation.  Among the third generation are
married couples under middle hfe, who are no
disgrace to tieir parents, and not usworchy, we
may venture to say, to cnter mto the labors of
their fathers, and to carry the work to new and
greater victories, And there is also ns fine o
class of young men and young women as can be
found——-well, anywhere. ‘They have now a'
grand_ opportunity to do great things for the
Master,
Nouw that this old church has again a fit temple?
in which to worship Ged, may we not hope that
they will individually and collectively scrive to
make themselves, more and more, fit temples
for the Spirit of God to dwell in, and thus most
largely fit themselves for great success in Chris-
tinn work.

G, M,

v

CHRISTIAN MINISTRY.

"That there is sueh a body or class ot persons
as that usually called the Christian Ministry
authorized in the New Testament, scems to be
generally reccived as an undoubted truth,  Soon,
however, as we try to find the name our troubie
begins, for no apostle or inspired man mentions
such a body, No inspired man has said who
shouid belong to such a body. Such a body is
unknown in the Bible. It is human in its origin,
arrangement and authority, Lo define it, would
be difficult, for every pasty is at liberty 10 make
terms of admission for its own friends. Lach
denomination speaks of its own ministry, as
though it was divinely authorized, and had a
right to exercise great authority. ‘I'he Christian
Ministry so called, is not madeafter any Scriptural
law or pattern, and its authority is only assumed.

It is what is now usually called the Christian
Ministry by those claiming to be Disciples of
Christ, that we particularly wish at present to
consider.  We would like to ask cestain persons
what they mean by the Christian Ministry?
What is it, and how do persons get into it?
What qualifications are necessary to obain
membership in 2 What privileges and duties
are peculiar to those in it, and not to all other
Christians ?

Judging from the statements made, it is not a
very numerous body, being composed apparently
of persons who make preaching their business,
or have acquired some official nzme or position,

It may be viewed as composed of two classes,
those who are geneml laborers, and those who
confine their labors to # small locality. “These
last are often called pastors, and confine their
labors to sonie congregation ; and are often self
appointed. The general laborers are-frequently
called evangelists, and claim a high position and
some authority,

The Lotd never gave any authority to any
church to appoint evangelists, therefore no church

can make such appointments now, Angcicntly
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THE ONTARIO EVANGELIST,

Vthe Lerd appointed evangelits, and all other
extraordinary Taborers vither directly or by the
apostles,  Fph. = 11, 12, (Revised ‘Testament.)
There are no extrordinary gifts now in the
chureh, hence evangelists, pastors and all other
estraordinary laborers or the Bible order, have
caased. Congregations have no more authority
to appoint person to act the part of “Fimothy
and “Titus, than to appoint apostles, prophets or
workers of miracles.  These were all chosen and
aualificd by the Lord, and ‘l'imothy and Titus
by his authority also,  The statement frequently
and se confidently made, that, * Paul truned
young men and brought them into the naunstr y,)
héi> no foundation in any Seripture teaching.
Such statements are the outgronth of assumption,
intended to wislead. There was no promise
made by the Lord for any such body, as is now
usually catled the Christian Ministry, composed
of persons called evangehsts, pastors, and a few
others who would preach if they were supported,
No one can claim authority to act as Fimothy
and Titus were instructed to do.  No ¢t sgrega-
tion can confer such power on any one; and
streams never aise higher than their fountains,
The Lord arranged that congregations should
have two, and only two, classes of servants, by
which they should be governed and fed, and ail
their wants attended to.  Nu doubt the ancient
or first congregations used messengersor servants,
and sent out Jaborers, but they had no other
authority than the congregations that sent them
to labor.
Joux Buicuarr.

REMARKS,
‘The statement. that the Christian Chureh is
withowt a dlwnistry is misleading.  “The un.
scptural Afinistry of many of the religious
bodies bas driven some of us “to an opposite
extreme, .
Bro. B. wishes to know the qualifications,
duties and privileges of the ministers, if theee be
any such.  The qualifications and duties of the
servants of the church are definitely given, but
as to their privileges, we believe they are per-
mitted to be servants of all,
“That there aie no Scriptural Evangelists 10w
that thly were neecssary only for the apostolic
age—is a pure assumption, We can get rid of the
Elders in the same way.
Bro. B. further says that Pastors as well as
Evangelists ceased with all extraordinary gifts,
but near the civse of the article he informs ua
that “the Lord arranged that congregations
should have Zwwe,and only two,classes of servants,”
ete.
If Pastors and Evangelists ceased with the
apostolic age, what “wo dasses” of uificers has
the chorch now?
Let us say for the edification of Bro. B. and
for all others who seem ansious to instruct us
upon this subject, that Pastor and Elder are
terms used to represent the ,ame class of office.s
into whose hands are intrusted the spiritual over-
sight of the churches, "T'his question as regards
us, as & people, has fong ago been séttled to the
satisfaction ¢f the brotherhood, and our pages
are too simall to devote to dead issues,
T, L. I

" NOTES.

Now is the very best time in the year to sub-
scribe for the EvaNGELIST, so that your time will
expire at the end of the year, and so you will
not be troubled to keep track of that matter so
as to prevent the publishers from getting ahead
of you, We find that a great many of e old
subscribers to the Worker varied from the book
in their recollection of the date at which their
subscription should expire, We shall be glad
to rectify all mistakes to which our attention
may be called. Don't jump at the conclusion
that there is a plot to defraud you; tell us what
is wrong on a Post Card, and it will be made
right.

Will not our agents and friends in all the
churches put forth a special effort xow to add
to our list, and thus assist in doing this work ?
Every paid-up subscriber counts half a dollar,
and many such are required to pay the necessary
expenses of publication,

——

To every brother and sister reading this paper
who has not already paid for it we say: Ifyou
think our object is a good one, and that we are
accomplishing it even moderately well, wit you
not give us your financial support to the extent
of fity cents a year? If you can't afford to pay
for it, and would like to read the paper, et us
knoy, and we shall be happy to send it to you

witioutcharge,
.

We are more than gratified with the reception
accorded the Evanor Lisk by brethren and slsters
in all parts of the Province.  Phe expressions of
commendation have been very heanty, and, of
course, very encouraging,  Each month increas.
olir conviction thet the Disciples of Chriy
throughout Ontario are ready to respond to gy
cffory to publish for them a periodical whose
aim 1t is to do Christ’s work in Chriss way.
This, brethren, Is our aim, and on this gronnd
we solicit your support,

Nojone who wants to be welkinformed iy
regard to the progress of prohibition sentiment
in the United States, can afiord to be without
Zhie Voue, the great prohibition paper, published
by Funk & Wagnalls, 1o and 12 Dey St, New
York, weekly at $1.00 ayear,  Send fora sample
copy, and judge for yourself,

Mr. and Mrs, Hugh McMillan request the
presence of Mr, and Mrs. Fowler at the marriage
of their daughter, Julia, to Mr. Walter Mec.
Williams, on Wednesday, December 158,
11,30 2.,

Hillsburg,

at

We are glad to have the Sunday Sehoot Zimes
on our exchange list. . We can recommend it to
the Sunday School Workers among us, who de.
sire to have Jelps in addition to the excellent
ones published by the Standard Publishing Co.
* Enough copies of any one fsene of the papen, 1o
enable all the teachers of a school to examine it,
will be sent free, upon application,” to John D,
Wattles, Publisher, 1,031 Walnut Street, Phila.
delphia, D, O, Box 1,550,

27%e Missionary Tidings, the organ of the C.
W B, M, is not dead ag many have supposed
on this side of the line, It is very much alive,
and full of interesting matter pertaining to
woman’s work. Itis published at the old and
low price of 25 cents a year.  Address Mrs, S,
‘E. Shortridge, No. 338 Home Avenue, Indiana-
polis, Indiana.

Cavrcm NErws,

Sur kwoon.—At our regular monthly visit with
the Church at Sherwood last Lord's Day we had
the pleasure of taking the confession of a Public
Schoolleacher.  Bugy for wazg of muchy watery¥
baptism was dfeerred unti to-day, in this place,
We anticipate he will become a pillar in the
‘Temple of the Lord.

J. Fry,

‘Toronto, Nov. 275th, 1886,

WeLLAND.~There were two additions at the
meetings recently held in Welland by Bro, Guun,
of Lobo,——one by baptism, and one by letter,
We understand that Bro. Moot will remain in
Welland another year,

—

Erix ViLrask-=The church in Erin Village
is exerting itself vigorously to secure a good man
to labor among them “in word and ductrine.”
Their efforts will, no doubt, be successful. Bro.
Chas. McMillan, who was not very strong all
summer, and during the last two months was
quite ill, we are glad (o learn, was -sufficiently
recovered to be able to take a drive one fine day
fast week,

Brix Cryrre,—At my last appointment with
thil church, two young men confessed the Saviour
and were baptized. There ought to be a first-
class Sunday School here, becausethe children
and young people are many, and those capable
of teaching well are not few, Many of our
readers will he glad to know that Bro, Arch.
Thomson, Sr., who, with his wife, spent a few
months in Scotland last summer, finds himself
greatly invigorated in consequence. )

G. M.
——

MANITOULIN Istann~—We have been per-
mitted to look into a private letter of Bro. Cl.
Lister’s, written after his return from the Island
to Owen Sound.  From it we extract the follaw-
ing facts: Wro. Lister left home about the 1st
of September, and returned on the 8th of Novem-
ber. ‘Durng the intervening period he visited
and preached at the following points: Shegui-
andab, Little Current, Green Bay, Manitowaning,
and the Foot of Lake Manitou. Three were
baptized at Sheguiaudah, and the church setin
order by the appointment of three overseers and
two deacons. Interesting series of meetings
were held at other points, and on the whole Bro,
Lister would seem lo have put in a very busy
two months’ work, and to have done nn amount
of good which cannot be estimated now,  Mani-
toulin Island is a field which should not be

neglected,
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