
the bread af free trade ; the Englishi-
man in England gave bis Amierican
brother the stofie of taxation.

Another fact is this : the colonists
did uiat offer any abjections ta
tlieir taxation by Englacd, but they
did abject ta the position that,
Great Britain tocik ini taxing them,
w~hile unrepresented. Common sense
atone should have been sufficient ta
warn England* that any attempt ta
saddle taxes upon the colonies -would
meet with stern opposition, Neyer-
theless blinded by prejudice and
jealousy the ministry adopted and pro-
mulgated the Navigation Act; Billeting
Act ; Writs of Assistance ; Stamp Act ;
and finally, the straw that broke the
camel's back, the tax on glass, paper,
and tea. The Aniericans made vigor-
ous resistance ta these laws, sa
vigaraus that, aided by an clo-
quent Burke, a fiery Barre and a calm
discrîminating Pitt, ail wvcre repealed
except the tea tax. This wvould also,
have been repealed if it were nat for
George 111, wvho said that one tax
should be iimposed, so as ta maintain
the right of taxation.

This duty wvas but three pence
upon each pound ; *sa that duty and
cost included, tea ivas cheaper ini
Anîcrica than ini England. But un-
fortunately, the ministry corgot that
aur forefathers wcre not cambating
the mere duty, they w'ere resisting the
very principle. At the head of the
gaoverniment wvas Lord North, a fair-
ininded man, but the obedient servant
of King George. 0f this statesman
Bancroft says : "'He was the mast
celebrated statesnian wvho bas left
nathing but errors ta accaunt for bis
famýiie." We may say he is the man
wvho lost Arnerica ta, England. It is
nothing at wvhicb ta be surprised, ta
find that the tea tax iras main-
taincd despite the efforts of Conwvy
Burke, Barre and Pitt, since North
'vas but a toal in the hands of the King.

This duty, as lias been said, iras
three pence on cach pound imported.
Blut small as thc tax iras, Parliament
-still maintained by it a just riglat to
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limit trade and impose duties on
Amnerican imp~orts and exparts. As a
consequence, the colonists led by
Otis, Franklin, Adams and Henry,
banded togethier, anid united in a final,
lingering appeal to the King. But
their petition wvas unavailing. nd eed,
instead of appeasing, it vexed the
King and niinistry a great deal more;
and they deterniined at once to force
the colonies ta subniit. Therefore,
the patriots firnily resolved to drink
noa more tea uintil the hiateful tax
shiould be repealed ; morêover, the
Amiericani merchants would not pur-
chase any nierchandise froni the East
India Company.

Consequently, this company ob-
tained a rebate of the cxport dutv in
England, and at once dispatched
vessels laden wvith cargoes of tea ta
Boston, Charlestown, Newv York and
Philadeiphia. Sitîce the Amierican
rnerchants wvould not consent ta
receive or store this tea, the King
narned several proniinent persans in
each of the abov'e-named cities ta act
as cansignees or "Itea commissioners. "
This report flashied throughout the
colonies, and thec scheme of the
Company ta excite the cupidity of the
colonists by the cheapness of the
commodity wvas laid bare. Great ini-
dignation wvas feit in aIl the principal
cities, but cspecially in Boston, wvhere
ail the appainted cansignees were
staunch royalists. These commis-
sioners wvere requested ta resignseveral
tirnes, but steadily refused. Thus
matters continued until November 17,
1773, avessel, just arrivcd, brought

wvord that tea ships wvere on their
way, and miight be expected daily.
Another mass-meeting wvas instantly
lield, and the resignations of the
coilsignees were again asked for. As
before, this request met %vith a flat
refusai.

On Sunday, November the twenty-
eiglhth, the «" Dartmouth, " coni mandcd
by Captain Hall, and laden with anc
hundrcd and fourteen chests of tea,
cast anchor in Boston harbor. Shortly
after, the '11Elcanor> and the " «Beaver "


