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fatiier one tnorîinig dual lie wasu't going to school an>'
more, but %wisltcdl to becoie a Sliggard.

"A Siuggard !-you " siff the father, an hioncst
turner of l>ipesttnis, busy as a bec, and alwvavs scattd
at biis lati 1eforte cock-crowiiig. "Von a Sluggard
Whiat a faltc !-

" es. latixer; 1 %vis to lu cottie a Stgg.trdl........
like Sidi 1.akdar ... *

'' ly nuo ntie.itt, il I*. Voit wvili lie a turnler
like vour fatlivt. or a rvegi.trir al the Court of Uic
Cadi like v'>ulr unicie Ali, but nleyer wvili 1 ittakze a
Sluggard of you... Coule, gel lu sclbool, or 1 wiil break
titis itice liex cheurry switeli across yotir back... Away,
vou little donkevu !"

Ilî te fae of the.swilch the chiid inu longer hieid
ont, and pretvttidd lieu cotwiî:ceci. but iinstead of
goiatg to schoi,1 lie ulituuA. a1looriAl bx,.aar. t1irew hini-
self duwiu uponi a :-oit rii- 1beîweii two piks of Smyrna
carpets. and -t.i\ .d iller -the %%hIole day slreclhed itpiox
hlis back. iaziiv wvaîcliiii tic Mooi iaternis, te
blue cioth pu1r.es, tlte ooldeni 1reast-piatcs glitterittg ini
the suni and breathlig tce î,eiietratiiig odor of fiagons
of essence of r 'e alîd of iwarin cioaks of finie wooi. Il
w~as litre, wneo t hat lit: spettt ail1 bis schlool
itours.

Afler stedayz, Iic faUteur got %vinid of tc affair
but in vaitn did Ilie pray, :and coax, antd cursc te nitne
of Alila, and ivear ont ail tc cherry switcltes iii his
shop upoi te brick of the liltle fuiiow ; il avaîild
itothittg. The chiid itever ccascd lu repeat:z " I wvanl to
bc a Sluggaid ! 1 wziit t bc a 8inggard !''-- and
every day foustd hitti >trtelcitcd in bts corner agiii.
Tired of te ctetand after liaviitg coisuilteci with
.Ali, te ecrkz, ilie fiter toolk a iiei tàck,.

to hie a1 N!tgr vilî vouri whoie litart, I atti goiing
tt. take yon u oL.akdar. IeI wli examtinc vou, and if
you arc: rteally fit for bis tritOe, 1 Nviii beg Iinti Io takc
you itt Ji*-, avuc:s atzprttc.

-'lit just >uts tîte,' atwrdthe boy. Antd tno
iatcr titan te intorrow the two of titetti. ttewiv barbered
antd ptrfuiitI witit vervainttLu t ol flîtd te Sluggard
itt lus gar(lett.

The door '%as aiwavs oupen. O>ur fricnids ctercd
avitbouî ncktg but a., the wecds wcre vcry tiîick
anid igia iivy lid sûtî :ffitulty lu discovcr te
manster of lte pla2ce. At la.si itey cautgit siglit of Itini
Iyiing 1111(1r a ig-trec ai te bottont of te gardcîî, a
bitaîdie of yclloiv rags whicli grctcd tit witli a
grtaîat.

*Peace Le Iatnto lice, Sidi Lakdar," said te father,
bowiaag, Nviîia bis banud upotui his hecart. " Biehold nay
soit, %vlto is absolitely re>olvcd lu be-come a Sluggard.
I liave brouîgit Itii t luou, that you taaay examine
hlmi, and se if lie Itas a cali. li that case I bcg you
to takze Iitta ivitli voit as anli apprentice. I avili pay
witatevtr is ieCC:Ssatry."

Sidi Lakdar, wiîlîoul attsweriug, iliade a sign for
lient t> bit down be>ide Iiiii upou tue grass. The
fater seaîcd htisflte soit flutîg himsclf down at
full leugli, wielî was alivady a very good sign. Then
ail thîrc look£d at ecd otiter in silence.

It avas bigla itoon ; the day avas warîn and suîtny ;
the littie close was full of drowsy air. One could hear
otîly lthe cracklitîg of lte wiid broont vs ils shelîs bursî
it lte stui, the springs gurgling tiarougli the grass,
altd the soft ruslling of the birds as they flitted front
bougi bo boughi with the sound of the openiîtg and
situttiaîg of fais. Froua lime o tinte, a fig, *overripe,
tutibicd dowîtward front brandi to braxîci. Tîtet Sidi
Lakdar wottld reacla out bis laid wilh ant air of fatigue,
aud carry lthe fruit lu his maoutit. But lte cltild did
itot take eveuti Uat trouble. Th'e choicest figs fell
about Itina withouî so mucli as lais turnitîg luis head.
The master, out of the cortier of his eye, w~as avatching
titis spendid indolence, but he refraitied lkont breatlaing
a word.

Qne liour,-two itours,-passed tiaus... The pipe-stem
turner was beginuîing to fitid the interview a trifle long.
However, hie dared itot say anything, but remaitied,
there. inotiotiiess, lais eyes fixed, lais legs crossed, over-
conte iiseif by lte atniosphere of iaziness which
floaîed oit rite laat of te close vilth a vague odor of
baitanas and baked oranîges. Ail at once a great fig
fell Iront te tree and flattened itself upoa the cheek of
the boy. A fille flg, by Allalha! Rosy, mellotv, and as
saveet as hioey ! To gel il ialo lais monut the boy had
but toi tp il -%viî1a bis fitiger ; but lie found even that
tau fatiguiitg, aîad lay hns, without slirring, the fruit
entbalnting lais clteek.

At last the lemplation becaae too slrong ; lie glanced
towards Itis fatiter aîîd called to hin iii a doleful vaice:
-Papa," said lie, " papa, plat il iuta my iuatuh !"

At tîtese words, Sidi Lakdar, who avas takiitg a fig
inIiis btaud, threr. il far away, a:îd addressittg the
fatiter attgrily:

" And titis is lte cltild %wlit you ]lave jusî offered
taie for att appreittice ! Surely lie is îîîy master. Il is
lie wiao slîould give nie lessoits !"

Theti faliitg upon his kr.ecs, wiîh lais face lu the
grouîîd, lecfre tbe still vcliaitg child:

" I saInte tlîce," lie said, «' 0 faîher of Sluggardli-
te.m!"

Caibridg. R. MACDOUGALI.

CORRESPONDENCE.

A UNIVERSITY CLUB FOR MCGILL.,

DEAR SIR,

1 amn pleased to observe that, througi your coiuns,
you are drawing the attention of the students towards the
consideratioit of soute plan by which the various Facal-
ties naay see more of each other and know each other
beller. Il is in nu spirit of criticisma, but in eutphatic
support of sutch indications, that I venture to subutit to
you avhat I inay cail ait extension and amplification
of the excellent idea started by you. My suggestion
lakes the shape of an out-and-out University Club, and
so far from the idea being a new Que in cornnection with
'universities, ltere is no Univeraky out of Canada lIai
dareb attempt to live vitbout mee.


