
ON NEW SPELING

CORESPONDENCE ON NEW SPELING.
[By request, copy is folod. For key sce p. 56.1

Suit: Cli onli intended tu sho, oii p. 60,
hwcil B-Il speling on p. 56 difurz, and
dlhat B-speling -iz corr-ect. 1I-spelinig haz
menit az nin speiing tii l)rêe dun curent
speling and pêv dlii wê fer f onetic Sp., i. e.,

"Speling that adheres strictly to Ironuuicia'ti
and rejects the so-calld historical or etyinioloÂic
inethod ."-Standard dictionary.

."Speling in fonetic caracters, each represcnt-
ing one sound onily."-Webster's lotil dict'y.

"«Speling acordiiig to sound, the speling of
words as th3y ar pronounced.*-Century dict'y.

B-speling iz fonetic [!!!?] Dli repri-
zents its on satund onli. Plangc 19 ýan(l yîr
comments on p. 60 sustèn B and mai( crnt-
isizmn 0V H1. 0V cors Dili IIER.&LI shud
bi uptudêt, a(l xvii bi if Il iz. Join "Idli
Chicogo foc" and get "in dlii swim." Yur
"lheagil leye" wil enêbi yu tu si dlii neiet
0V fonetic speling. Yu wil icic it and wi
wud gladli welcum. yu tu aur rangces. Sé
tu "Proa": Fonetic spelingr duz net purmit
bigrcini; e can reprizent but wun cwoliti
eV scîund. i and i reprizent brif and fui
sciundz 0v dhi sêm. eliment. Ilwen î iz
mêd for ci font it iz mnor lejibi dhaii iz i
or e 0V dhi sêm. font.......

Il woz born in and livd in N. Y. Stêt 30
yîrz but nevur hurd er in hier, jerk, verbe
pronctunst az silabic r (r in air, ore, rour).
In merit, merry, ferry, ets., en haz its reg-
yular sctund, viz., e ov mnet folod bal dli
sctund ov r az indicêted bal unrnarct er in
nî-speling in Stand. dic. Si perish, mnent,
and for mairct er (ur) si permit, mercer.
In fonetic speling dhar ar no supprest Vau-
el sctundz. Si plangce 19. Speling in hxvich
saiundz ctn supprest iz stenografice speling.-
Ugni on leturz for an alfabet; dhien, en
pnonunsiêsliun. Fonetie speling, duz net
riflect etimoloji, tru or~ fois, haz absolutli
nuthing'( tu du widh it.

Chicago, Iii. JOHN M. MOTT.

SiiR: Lowel condems (in Biglow -Papers)
orthoepy indicated by "1venchur, nêchun"
in DIVELUPMENT (B) On p. 56:

"The Yankee always shortens u in -ture rnak-
ing ventur, natur, pictur and so on . . . . com'on
among the educated of the la.st generation. 1 arn
inclined to think it nay hav been once universal,
and 1 certnly think it more eleg-alt than the vile
vencher, nayeher, pickcher, that hav taken its
place, ýsounding like the invention of a iexicog-
rafer with bis rnouth fui of hot puddinig."-In-
troduction to Second Series.

Yur distinction between fui and weak
vowels is wel exemplified by LoweIl:

"Emfasis modifies fofn alters] habituai sound.
E. g., fbr in New Englandi is cornionly fer [fer]
(a shorter sound than fur [far, orthografic fur]
for far), but when emf atic it always becomes for,
as 'wut for!' [wat for, what for!]"-Ibid.

Yu need not go so far as nonth Bitan
(which yu do on p. 60) to f ind exampîs of
e foiod immediatly by r in the same sylabi

and pronounced as "1formai" e in 'merry,:
"The New Engiand ferce for fierce, and perce

for pierce (sornetilnes herd as fairce and paîrce),
ar aiso Normn. For its antiqiîity 1 cite the rime
of verse and pierce in Chapiiian and Donne and
in soi-e conîcndatory verses y a. Mr Bterkenhicad
before the l)LCLfs of Francis Beaiuinont. Our
pairlous for perilous is of the saine kind and is
nearer Shakspear's pari ous."-Ibid.
Conisidering fprs and. peirs for~ fPire and
pierre, it is plain that the Green Ile, thio a
preserv of old orthoepy, must share that
with New Engfland. Tlie colegres teacli
that in Chiaucer el- shud be giv n as er,
not ar. Thus, in first lues of l~o.to C.T *
Whan that Aprille with bis shoures s(wo) ote
The droghte of Marche bath perced to the roote
we ar tant that I)erced is (not parscd, non
pSrsid, nor pa:sid, but) per-sed. -Milton lias

Marri ed to i mmortai verse,
Such as the Meeting soul may pierce,

in L'All1egro, 13'7-S, -aud the sainle rime In
To at Solein .[u8ie. S penîser lias pe'r8ant.
Sliakspear plays on pierce and per8on in
Love's L. Lost, ive 2, 86, -and on pierce andi
Perey in 1 Hen. I V, v, 3, 59, ani rimes it
witlh rehtearse in Bic/i. II, y, 'à, 127. and if
G. of Wyo., part iii, st. ive Campbell rimes
it xvith universe. To hav sudh a speling
as "îrivuîrsl on p. 56 is at once to ignore ils
derivation unnecesarily and to fl ini tlie
face of the Ianguage's literary historv at
least from. the Norman peniod to n 0w.

Toronto. A. E. H.

SiR: As to tlie Standcird's rule for dubld
consonants (p. 56), its exampi (accord) in
whidh a-( is caild "la distinct short" is givn
over 1100 times in this samne dictionarv
with a niarkt obscure. Its "ruie" looks
snspiciosly iike an atempt to preserv old
Latin speiing. Flirst consonants in accord,

attempt, appear, etc., an no more dubi in
sound than those in among, above, along.
The Century is more uptodate liere: it rites
a-kôrd, a-tempt, a-pér, With a coloquhal a.

On p. 60 yu remark the I.F.A's distinc-
tion of A and a. For Londonese this is tru;
A !S siînilar to a of frtlher, liard, catin. In
U. S. accented vowel in fumgus, other, un-
der is not apreciably difrent fromn the un-
accented ones, ail being ;a. The samie is
tru of England's northern shires acording
to Lloyd wvho uzes A difrently from I.F.A.

New Haven, Conxî. E. H. TUTTLE.
[ojgas, aoa, end,'r, (-faD.gas., qo-ar.,

iandonr.) is HERALD-no0tation. G iS a f ui
vowel; a is squeezd, lo-strest;ao, vocal breth
thru a moutli scarcely more open titan for
continuants, not =- a. Voiced continuants
(z, (), le y, y, le in, n, [), r, 3e q) hav partial
obstruction; coinplete stopage in b, d, g; coin-
plete oral stopage in mu, nl, ii, with vent by n ose.
Distinguishing fui vowels froru weak, squeezd,
mufld, mumbld ones is a useful, necesary nierit
in our speecli-notafion. Tbe aiternativ plan
(as in onder.) is uzed in absence of sup)erior let-
ers, and wheu nmore convenienit.-EDiuva.1


