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J1IE 11ev. .Tohn Fletcher, who livcd
b ~ ~ r -ontin ie a hundrcd years

ago, was notable among other
good qualities for bis devoted

love of the poor and bis generous considera-
tion of their needs.

Ilis wife says of hlm: ' He %vas never
happier than wlien lie Lad given away the
last penny lie had in his house. If at any
time I hiad gold in rny drawers it seemed to
afford 1dma no comfort; but if lie could find
a handful of small silver, wvhen he was going
out to sec the siek, lie wvould express as mucli
pleasure over it as a miser would in dis-
eovering, a bag of bld treasure.

'Ie as never botter pleased mvith any
employinent than when lie Lad set me to
prepare food or physie for the poor. lie
was hardly able to relis]î bis dinner if some
bick neighbour Lad flot a part of it; and
somectimres Nvhen any of then 'were in %vaut,
I could not keep the linen in his draivers.

' On Sundays lie provided for numbers of
people *who came from a distance to bis
churcli, and bis bouse as well as bis heart
was devoted to their convenience. To re-
liove them that Nvere afflieted in body or mimd
%vas the deliglit of bis heart. Once a poor
mîan hein- broughit into great difficulties, lie
tookz down aIl the pewter from the kitchen

EN SYRA, a littie Jewish boy,
asked a wise man to instruetNhim in the Law of God.
' Go and play, my cbuld,' raid

the master, ' you are too young to, be tauiglit
these sacred mysteries.' ' But, master,' re-
turned the cbild, 'l i h burial-ground I
find xnany graves shiorter thin I arn; ncov if
I die before I Lave learned the Word of God,
shall I not féel strange in His presenceP

Aiîelves, saying, "-This xviII help you, and I
can do without it; a woodeu trencher wvill
serve me qilite as el"

Thiese were not the days of the penny
post, so Mrs. Fletchier goes on to detail hoiv
tears have corne into this good man's eyes
wlien ' five or six insignificaîît letters have,
been broughit hM at tbree or four pence
apiece, and perhaps be Lad oniy a single
shilling in the bouse to distribute amon-
tbe poor wlhere lie wis going.'

He often said to bis %îife, ' 01), Polly, ean
we not do without beer ? Lot us drinkz
water and eat, less meat, that wve may have
more to give away to thue poor.'

Indeed lie shared his ail Nvith the poor,
wvho lay s0 close to his hcnrt, that, at the
approacli of deatth, vwhcn lie could not speait
withotit dif'ieulty, lie cried ont, ' Oh, iny
Poor 1 What ivili become of my Poor? '

In these days, wvhen the haters of -religion
deliglit to, scorn and accuse God's ministers,
it, is well to recali sunob records of a parisli
priest. Truly hie lived mauy years, ngo, but
bere and there ail over our land there arc
at tiàs day many of our clergy wvho in their
quiet -,vay care for their poor just as faitli-
fully, living sparingly that tie poor man
may beuefit by the money thus saved.

1%igbt not rnany of our littie ones
ask stich a question as this? A clîild is
nover too yonng to ho taugbt lboly things.
The infant tlxat cannot speak cau elasp
its hands and romain quiet wlîile its
brothers and sisters say tlîoir prayers.
\Ve ougght nover to know the timne
whlien we bcga& to instrnct a child in reli-
gion.
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