May, 1900,

McGillvray., Bro. D.  McGilleray was
appointed the first Recording Stownard,
nnd Bro, Vedder wu< given Heense as
an exhorter,”  Of the little company all
urs still living except the Chairman and
Father Vedder,

In the frollowing year Bro, G, C.
Clarkson was appolinted to the new Mis.

PR

Champness, editor of “Joyful News,”
Rochdale, Eng, A cut appears in conre
nection with this article, ]
Sumax suffered terribly by the high
water of 1801, and has not fully recover-
ed. 'The handsome and  commaodious
churelt is «ill attended by a consider-
able and devoled congregation, the pul-

CHILLIWACK METHODIST CHURCH.

xion, remaining for two years, 1le was
tollowed by Rev, ¢, Bryant for three
yoears, Rev, Jox, Hall for three years nnd
Rev, ¢, L, “Thompson for three years,
bringing the history down to the year
1880, when the UCirenit beeame selfesus.
taining.  Followink the attainment of
selt-support, Revs, Joseph Hall and C.
Rryant cach spent n second  pastoral
term on the Cireuit, During these years
Sumas had been the head of the Cireuit,
the minister living there.  However, the
centre of  population  was  gradually
changing, and the work extending to
the upper portion of the valley, During
Bro, Bryant’s pastorate a new church
wag built  at Chilliwack village, then
kunown ns Centreville, and immedintely
upon the appointment of hig succossor,
Rev. ‘I, W, HHall, steps were taken for
the crection of a parsonuge upon the
same lot. This enterprise wus success-
tully carrled through, and the minister
moved to the centre of his field, In
1889 the work hnd so inereased that it
was found necessary to station a young
man on the ficld, the first to be so sta-
tioned being Rev, J, P, Hicks, the ver-
satile  and higldy vespected editor of
the Recorder. Rev. J. P. Bowell was
the next pastor, nud in 1802, at the rve-
quest of the Q.0.B., the Conference di-
vided the Civenit, making Sumas a self-
supporting field for a yonng man, and
Cheam with Canmp Slough and  other
points o Miscion. Bro, Bowell was sue-
cooded in 1803 by Tev. €. Ladner, nnd
he In 180G by the present pastor, Rev.
J. TL White. \x at present constituted
Chilliwack Cireuit is o very eomunet and
convenient field, consisting ot the Chil-
liwack and Carman churches. The lat-
ter is the latest addition to the Metho-
dist churches of the valley, and is one
of the prottiest and most comrortalile
country churches to he found in any
Conference, Tt wagr opened for worship
on December 4th, 1898, by Rev, Thomas

pit being supplicd by Rev. Jos, Iall,
'vinefpal  of  Coqualeetzn  Tustitute,
Cheam misgion s grov.ing from year to
year. It has two churches, one at
Cheam aad the other at Camp Slough,
and services are nlse held at Rosednle
amd Past Chilliwack, Rev, W, G. Ma-
han is the present energetic pastor.

An fustitution which has done much
for Methodism in Chilliwack is the ane
nunl eatnp meeting,  This was begun in
1870, the first meeting being liéld on n
lot of land owned by Rev, T. Croshy,
and situated at the point of Chilliwack
mountnin, Services were continued here
from yenr to year, with great blessing
til 1883,  The year following a plot
of three acreg was seeured near Sardis,
ruitable bmildings erected and there a
eamp meeting for both whites and Ine
dinns has been held each year since,
with the exception of 1804, when the
high water arvived just asx the services
were ahout to begin, and effectually put
1 stop to them for that year. “The weet-
ings have been blessed to the salvation
of many, and nre still 0 power for good.

No acconnt of Chilliwnck Methodism
ix complete without at least a reference
to the work amoug the Indiang, ‘Phis is
the hend of the mission to the Fraser
River Indinng, and  a preity  mission
honse with several chnrches provide for
the work in the wvalley. TRev. C. M.
‘T'ate, Rev. W, TL Barraclongh, B. A.,
med now again their ancient friend and
missionary, Rev. T, Crosby, have min-
istered to the sapirituns needs of the bro-
thers in rved, and many have heen led
to Christ,  Coqualectzn TInstitute with
Rev, Jos, Iall as principal, is aleo an
imnortant adjunct to the Indian work.

Chilliwack has for many years heen
one of the chief homes of Methodism in
the Provinee,  As an indieation of its
tmportance it may be mentioncd that of
the four lnvinen clected to represent the
B, C. Conference at the late General
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Conference, two were from the Chilli.
wack Cirenit, A number of vepresentas
tive men and women of our church have
theie homes here, and all enterprises of
the church meet with strong aod intelli-
gent support.  Important gold mines are
heing opened in the vicinity, At least
S100,000 will be spent in development
this zeason, and with a rapidly growing
agricultural and bhusiness population the
new century s likely to open with all
departments of the churches work in a
Honrishing condition,

1t may be added that no liquor license
hag ever been granted in Chilliwaek, a
Wlessing for which Methodian i largely

rexpoasible,

[ ZC -
EXAMINATION OF CANDIDATES
AND PROBATIONERS FOR
OUR TMINISTRY.

The Cheistinn Guardien of April 4th
is nt hand. I have just read the Gene
eral Superintendent’s paper on the Com-
ing Aonual  Conferences, It is In Dr.
Carman's  usual masterly  style,  Like
n wideawnke and wary general, his eye
it upon every puart of the field, }e sees
the marshalled hosts of our Canadinn
Methodisim—the territory which lies bee
fore them, which fy yet to he possessed
—and the strong positions in which the
enemy is entrenched. e scex also the
wenk points in the arrangements of the
opposing forces, Ie sces, too, where
our own weaknesses are, and summons
us to a closing up of our too open ranks,
and enlls ur to increased watchifulness,
wore  importunnte prayer, nand more
abundant efforts, that soon vietery may
perch upon our banners, and that there
may speedily be henrd the shouts of a
glorions sucecess all along the line.

Among the important features of our
veclesiastionl system to which attention
is directed i< that by way of which
onr Methodist ministvy  ix veeraited,
Ie says “we do well when we vigilantly
und honestly advance and graduate our
probationers,” It will he conceded bLy
overy intelligent Methodist, ministerial
or lay, who has the best interests of our
church at heart, and iz jealous that it
future history may not be reproached by
it« splendid past, that this portion of
our cconomy—the admission of candi-
dates and the advancing and graduating
of our probationers—demands all the
vigilauee, honesty amd sanctified sagacity
of our Quarterly Boards, by whom the
cntrance to the ministry is guarded, and
of our District Meetings and Confer-
encer, by whom they are afterwards ac-
cepted, advanced and graduated. The
favorable vecommendations  of the
Quarterly Boards should bie a satistac-
tory gunrantee of the fitness of the can-
didnte in vespect of piety, intelligence,
readiness of utterance, zeal and  other
qualitics upon which it s competent for
hoards of Ilaymen to pronounce, and
trom which may be predicated with a
strong degree of probability, the useful-
ness of the person recommended, and
which are comprehended under the three
heads of gifts, graces and fruit. The
forther determination of the suitability
of candidates proposed imposes a most
grave amd solemn resnonsibility upon
the ministerial niembers of the District
Veetings and of the Annual Conference.
In regpect of intellectunl equipment for
the immeaxurably imnortant work ot the
Christian miunistry, the General Confor-
ence has by its leglslation on the sub-
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