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THE D>IVINE LAW~ OF IIUMILITY

By Rer. John .4. Clark, BA.

It wau at a dinner-table. Among the

guesta were nen who were armious ta iml-

presa upon others their own social distinction

by taking the most honored places ai the

table. Christ observed theml and spoke

somte plain words about self-exaltation.
-Wbosoever," He said, " exalteth himself

shaîl be absed ;and hie that hunsbleth

himself shall he exalted."
St. Luke rails Our Lord's words a parable.

One wonders why. They read like a good,
common-sefie piece of advie s to how ta

behave ut a wedding, or any important

social gathering. " When thou art bidden
of any man ta a wedding, sit flot down ini

the highest roorn; leqt a more honorable

man than thou be bidden of him ; and hie

that bade thee and him corne and say tai.thee, Cuve tl'is man place ; and thon begin
witb shame ta take the loweat meat. But

wher. thon art bidden, go and sit ilown in

the lowest room ; that when he that bade

thee con'eth. hie may Iay nta thee, Friend,

go up higher : then shaît thon have worship

in the presence of thein that Bit at meat

2with thee." Here surely is good ronsel.
The fact is, that long-headed men aci just

in ibis way, and many a man hau greatly

bonored himself by a judicioug humnility.
But is ti8 what our Lord meant ? Uoes

Be say, " The way ta get honor is ta be

modest and self-depreciating?.1" You anc

I feel that after all we would raiher be tht

man who ws frankly self-seeking, than ha

Who ws furiivelv self-seekinlg. Our Lord'

wordu do not teach us this, but are a parahi>l

and contain eomething not on the surface
Our Lord bore declares s law of hie, a las

of Godas kingdom, that every one, recognizes

that is seen everywhere. The commones

dinner-table reveals it. Children know il

meaning and truth s Weil s adulte. Le

one child Le selflub and grasping and cor

w of Humnility

ceited, and the other children feel that he

should be humiliatad. Let him be hurt

or disgraced, and they will saY it serves
him right. It is their wsy Of aaYing,"« Who-

soever exalteth himself shall lie abaued."
This law cannt Le o)beYed, however. 13Y

a seeming obedience. To choose tihe lowe.st
seat, ta appear ta Le lowly-minded, juât

because we are so aelf-aeeking, is not humil-
ity. What is required iu, a real humilitY.

Not mierely a sitting-down in the lowest

seat, liut a sincere recognition of that au

our true place. Not a humhling of Oneself

tirai one may be exalted, but a selt-deprecia-
tioni that in an honst manifestation of our

senSe of unworthinesu. This is thre teachirrg

of Our Lord's parable. Hiu advire about

behavior at a dinner-table is only the gl18.
Through it He shows us thre universal law

of humihity.
Give nie the lowesi place ; or if for me
Tbat lowest place taco high, make one more

low
Where I may ait snd se

My God, and love Thee so."
Calgary, Alberta

Apoor old negro womnan, suff from"

a painful, incurable disease, lnnged for re-

lese. She resolved ta spend the îvbole of

one night, a8king thre Lord why He did ot

take bier ta, the heavenly home, wbere pain

and sickness neyer coame. In the ruorning,

sire said, with a shmning face, tirai sIre knew

now the reasn why mire ws being lef t on

earth. Tire Lord had told her tirat He

wanted hier tu stsy and " write His namle."
For soine time longer shte lived, and no

comoplaint about tire delay of hier home-going
rrossed hiec lips. She ws busy mverv day

" Writing hier Lordsa naine in loving words

" and kindly deeds.
s Whai a different world tIs would becrme,

e if it should see shmning through tire speech

and actions of everv disciple, the name, tire

w gracious snd loving cirascter of thre Mater i

t, We cannt estimate how great an impression
t would thus ire made, or how many would

si Le won ta Christ bv the beauty of tires
it Christian lives.
r- We ran write His name wberevsr we are


