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be first «the sorrow that worketh repentance
nol to be repented of”  Thess haveno voot
—Mait, «no root in himselfy” he hag not
the stability which personal conviction
gives. He comes forth %at the call of a
® shallow enthusiasm, and through the epi-
demic infinence of a popular cauge™ (Ed-
ward Irving) In time® of temptation —
‘When-anything comes to put their religion
to tha test they show that they are not wiil-
ingto sacrifice their pleasure or their gain
to the demands of truth and conscience.
(Ps 106: 12; Isa. 58: 23 Ezek. 33: 31, 32;
Hosea6:4; John b5: 35; Gal.4:15;) «There
iz another profound truth in this picture
"Fhe hard, impenetrable rock lies right under
the thin skin of soil. ‘The nature which is.
over-emotional.on its-surface is utterly hard
at its core. The most heartless people are
those whose feelings are always ready to
_~ gush; the most-unimpressible are those who-
are mo-t easily brought to a certain degree
-of emotion by the sound -of the word.”
(McLarven ) (Matt. 24: 10; 26: 31; 2 Tim.
4: 16.

III. Tae Tuorsy Grousp 7. Among

{thorns—the-stout rootsof thorny plants re-

. maining in the soil. Thuse would grow

'~ faster than the grain and choke it. (Jer.

-~ 4:3) Cares and riches and pleasures—

A «Prosperity destroys the word: in the heart

i ag much as persecution-does, and more dan-

. - gerously because-more silently; the stones:

. spoiled the root, the thorns spoil the frnit.”

(M. Henry). (1 Tim. 6: 9,10; 2 Tim. 4

? " 10; 1 John 2:15-17).  Ne fruit to perfection

- —The straw may be stout but the ear is

. chaff. 'I'his-is the «double-minded” man

(Jes: 1: 8). «His will is divided—not de-

- cided for good and against evil, but now on

one-side, now on the other; serving God-to-

l - duy, scrviug tannmon fomorrow; very re-

-zXigious-and alsv very worldly. The ear will

" be green when it should be ripe. He is a.

misthriven Clhristian, o spititual failure.

- Bis inflacnce-is zero, or worse—mischiev-

ous.” (Bruce) o Teistryingtogrow-bath

corn. 2nd thorns on' uue.sawne soil. He has

1 somre veligion, but not enough to meke

- thorovzh work of it. He is endeavoring to

ride two hor~es at once. Religion says

« gither—or;’ he is trying ¢both—andl’

Ihe human heart-has only g limited amount

. of love and trust'to give, and Chiist must

have it all. Tt has-enough furone—that is,.

- for Him; but not enough for two—that is,

for Hiraand the world " (McLaren.) (Luke
14: 16-23; Matt 10: 23))
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. I¥.  TacGoopGrooxp. 8. Into the good:
} round (R. V.) —deep, fertile and free of
g (R. V)
‘weeds. An hundred fold-— In Matthew's:
- 4 vexsion three-degrees.of fertility are speci-
R fie@d—van hundred-fold, sixty-fold, and thir.{

ty-fold” All who receive the word have

not the suma capacities and opporiunities.
]Nm do 61l make proper use of what they
1ave. :

15. An honest and-goed-heart—«Hones

i hera in the nense of “noble.” «One whose-

!nind ie raised above moral vulgarity, and
is-bent, not ou money-making, and such low
‘pursuits, but on the atteinment of wisdom,
holiness and righteousness. «Good’ denotes

generous self-abandoniuent in the prosecu
tion of such lofty ends—large-heartedness,

magnanimous, overflowing devotion" —
(Bruce,) ““We here seo that the principal
qualification for hearing the Word of God,

and for rendering it capable of bearing fruit-

in us, is an honest and a good heart, o heart
clear from prejudice, pride-and self-concait,
sincerely disposed, and earnestly desirous

‘brace it when found; ready to acknowledge
its own ignorance, and weakness, and cor-
‘ruption, and ‘to receive with meekness the

-engrafted word, which is able to save the .

soul’” (Bp. Porteus.) Keap it—Matthew
says, “he:that heareth the word and under-
standeth it,” 1it. «takes it in.” Biblical
usage does not regard «understanding” as
a.purely intellectual process, but rather as
the action.of the whole moral and-spiritual
nature. (McLaren.) (Ps.119:11) « The
precise-distinction of the perfect hearer is
this,—that he receives and retains the -word
alone'in his - mind. He is characteristically
singte-minded and whole-hearted in relig«
ion. He loves God, and secks-the kingdom

-of God in-accordance with-the high requive-

“*o find the truth; and firmly resoived toem-, '

‘ments, ¢ with ol thine heart, and with all -

tuy soul, and with o/l thy might’ He is

wholly given up to, duvoted to, the king-

dom; for him, as.for the Preacher, to fear

‘God and keep his commandments’ is tthe-- -~ )

whole of man ' (Bec. 12:13, lit.) (Bruce.)
And-bring forth fruit—Matt. reads « which
also beareth fruit” «The force the of
Greek is «who ¢f course (indeed, certainly)
bring forth froit” «The fruitfulness of
sucha hearer Jesus regurded and represented
as a matter of course.” (Bruce.) With
patience—+ perseyeringly ¥ (Bom. 2: 7;
Matt. 24. 13; Jas, 1: 4). «The fourth class
must not be understood:as a decided, well-
marked company excluding all the rest.
For the soil s not:good by nature. The nat-
ural man receiveth not the things of the

“Spirit of God; but every dispusition to re~
“We

ceive them is of God.” (Alford.)
must ever bear in mind that the good soil

comes ag much from God as the-seed which - o

is-to find there its home. God's secret and

_preventing grace runs before the preaching
-of the word-of the kingdom; and thus, when

that word comes, it finds some with greater
readiness for receiving it, as the word of
oternal life, thin others”” (Tremck) (Mait.

10: 22; 24: 18; 2 Pet. 1: 5-8.) The conclu- . -



