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THE TRADER.

Whoso porey was
For all tho world, liko ocutlor's pootry
Upon o kaife—Lovo aud leave mo not,

Of all the familiar objects of domestic
lifo, 1t may be rome kod, n conolusion,
none aro 6o intimately conncoted with
our deepost foolings and mos! cherished
memories 88 ninge Tho spousal nng
wuches the chord of all that is noble and
olovated 1n esthor sex ; 1t 1s * tho enchant-
went of human hfe,” calling up dovotion
and chivalric tondernoss in map, and
molloming the kindly impulscs wlich
draw the maiden to all that 18 guud mto
the most intonso and sclf-denying love
for man. Friendshp aud departed rela-
uvos luave tuoir mementues Wit us 1
nogs. Who cares for a ring that bhas no
fond memory clinging to it 2 The whole
hife bistory is compressed in the welding
ring. Love, loss, chastisement, endur-
auce, the false life of the past dropping
away, glimpses of the perfest future
rovenling themselves, the unfolding of
asims and hopes that are the buas of
our race’s development —such winged
thoughts hover around wedding rings.
There 18 no romance, for those who can
read 1t, ike that of an old wedding ring.
The thonghts it awakes in a contempla-
tive mind are precious as its own gold,
bright as its lustre, and boundless as the
circle of eternity.— Brooklyn Fagle,

WHO SHALL MAINTAIN TECHNIOAL
8OHCOLS ?

Technical instruction, with a view to
facthtating and iwmproving industrisl
methods, thereby maintaining that cop-
eriority in manufactures which alone
commands the world's markets, continues
to grow in favour in Dritein as well
as on the Continent. But with this
characteristic diffierence, that while the
latter are largely and in some instances
exclusively under the patronage of the
State, tho former are left to private or
associated enterpriso. Thus far the ex-
pesitnent under both systems has worked
out satisfactory results; but as the vo'-
untary systca has to contend with serions
odds, to compatition with the paternal
governments of the Continent, the ques-
tion of how to maintain and increase the
cfticiency of this system of instruction is
cngaging tho attention of thoughtful
minds to an oxteot rarely known before,
While it is true that the Government is
not a contributor to their support, it is to
be observed that Parliament is by no
meens indifferent to their success; in
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ovidence of which we may rofor to a;

Royal Commission on Technical Instrue-
tion, which was recontly suthorised to
wmake an inquiry into tho subject in ‘l'
its bearings, and to whose recently sub:

mitted report ws have heretofore aliuded. ,
Tho roport presecats evidence of a con-i
olusive character as to the efforts which
are being made by other nations to fit
themselves to compete with Britain in
every branch of :industrial activity.
Governments are vieing with municipal
anthorities and pnvate individuals in
establishing and endowing iustitutions of
the most varied oharacter; all of which,
however, has the same end 1o view, viz.,
that of fitting their populaticns to mee!
the constantly inoreasing demands made
upon them by the growing necessities of
the timo. Technioal instruction, it is
admitted, could not teach a trade; it
conld not supersede workshop experience;
but while valuing that experience, the
Commission do not shut their eyes to the
faot that it often resulted in mere me-
ohanical rontine kncwledge. What was
wanted was not mere experience, but
intelligent experieuce, and that could
only, or at any rate could best, be gained
by systematic training in the scientific
and artistio principles which underlie
every industry. To insure that training
the discipline and opportunity afforded
Lty a sohool were ussentisl. Continental
nations were oertainly doing more of this
kind of systematio training of their indus-
trial workers of all classes than England
had bitherto been in the Labit of doing.
The success which bad attended these
efforts was shown not only in the existence
of gigantic manufacturing establishments,
bat also, and perbaps especizlly in the
great perfection of manufacture to which
many of these had attained, and in the
keen competition they were able to main-
tain with English prodncts. It was the
universal opinion in these countries that
without these technical schools for high
and low, results of this charaoter could
not have been arrived at, and the greatect
appreheusion for thefature welfareof their
industries, expressed by intelligent for-
cigners, was that England should some
day or other awaken to the necessity of
placing her industrial instruction on g

similar footing. Thuse, admitting that |
France, Germany, &c., bad dono mcre
for systematic technical instruction than !
had been done in Britain, the question |
was, what are the best means of remedy- ;
ing the evil? The Technical Commis- .

sionors by no means spproved of the

wholosale introduction of Continenta)
mothods. Thoy felt that euch couuntry
must work on its own lines, and the ouly
way to geoure pcrmanent progress was to
expand and extend the system under
which they biad been acoustomed to work,
Abroad, as already stated, almost all the
teohnical schools were Stato suppurted,
and, hence, to recomrmend the adoption
of principle that in England would b
only to court defeat. Nor did the Com-
missioners find wanling among Euglish
institutions examples of tecbnical schools
wliich might be placsd on a fuoting of
equality with any of a eimilar cuaracter
elsewhere, both as regarded efficiency and
the influenoe they were exerting i the
improvement of the industries they were
designed o advance. What was chiefly
needad was the multiplication of sucl
schools, and the attainment of that ob.
ject could only be effected by a gencral
consensus of opinion as to the import:
auce, or rather the necessity, of the hind
of instruction which such institutions
afforded. Ard as this can only be ob-
tained by exociting a widespread puble
interest in the subject among the puuple
themaelves, if labour aud capital will join
hands in the work the result would not
be doubifal.

About all that is said in favour of the
experiment in England is not less apph-
oable to the present stato of the questiun
in the United States. Thereis a general
recognitio of tire inm.portance of mul-
plying and maintawing these techuical
schoole , but, uufortunately, the disposi.
tion is to fal! in line with the Continental
plan of throwing the burthen of their sup-
port upon the state rather than to make
them self-sustaining by private enterprise.
Hence we have schemes for incorporating
tecbnical instruction with the curriculum
of the public schools, in addition to music
and painting, and the Ilanguages, for
which in the aggregate, the taxpayers of
this city alone have to pay abrat 4,000,000
dols. per annum. The Free Academy, or
University of the City of New York, we be-
lieve, is at this moment makiog some ex-
pennment of the kind, but with what results
we have yet to learn. It is scarcelyin ac.
cordance with the fitness of things that
the band-saw and jack-plane shonld be
mixed up under the same roof with Greek
and Latin, though it would doabtless
make po inconsiderable addition {o the
army of ten thousand placemen who are
now drawing salaries from the municipal



