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THE ECCLESIASTI

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

{ror TuE RECORD.}

The nations of the earth are tottering on their
foundations, The signs of the tmes are mo-
mentous. We live in times of change ; wod there
are anxivus watchers who look with intensest
anxicty for every indicauon which marks the
shifting horizon of the pahtical hesnrsphere.  But
of the muliitude who thus intcatly wateh the de-
mands of the people, the debiberationa of sates.
men, the discussions of sepates, and the councils

of kings, how few can truly be said to discover

the sigus of the tines.  They are keenly aliseto

the interests of connuerce and trade, and pro- .

perty.  In all thar commercial beanngs they can
discern the face of the ¢hy and of the carth ; but
in their bearings upon ‘tir ARK of Gon, they do

not discemn the signs of the times. "That the |

people of God may be aroused, and made more
tremulously alive to the interest of Christ’s cause,

we ask the prayerful attention of our readers to .

the following remarka.

1. Oneof the mast alayming signs of our times
is the low state of religion.

We can but glance at the more obvious views
of this great subject.  Look at thie nations enthe
continent of Furope, where thie Reformation once
prevailed, and from whence it was hoped that the
breath of the Spirit of the Living God had for
ever swept away the dense clouds of Papal seper-
stition,  What a dismal dreary night of supersti-
tion and rationalism has set:led dowa upon the
lands of Luther and of Calvin® ‘T'he fesv faithful
ones who remain are prophesying in aackcloth and
ashes, and some of them amid honds and impri-
sonment. Even in Britain, the hulwatk of Pro-
testantism, how much there is of Puseyism, and
rationalism, and Arianism, and infidelty,  Secu-
Isrity pollutes the churches. Conformity to the
world dishonors the Christinn profession. The

principles of a worldly policy supersede the coun. |

scls and the clains of God. On the whole theatre
of action, man with his rights, his libertics and
his progress is everything, and God is disre-
garded. These views arc regarded as illiberal
and enthusiastic. We would they were lesstrae.
It appals the thoughtful mind te contemplate the
upshot of this state of things, when the three-
score years of life shall give place to cternaty.
The day of God is at hagd, and where are the
signs of preparation for its advent !

Our days have fallenin a cold freezing niaht-
time of religion. There is a sad Jack of warmth,
and whole-heartedncss, and eingle-mindedness,
There is l-as of avewed infidelity than at some
former periods, Lut never was there more of
negative infidelity, of Sadduccan ind:ference, and
of Sardonian coldnese. Ever God* people scem
to breathe in the frozen zone of picty. And then,
of the tens of thousands who throng our citics, or
are scattered through onr villages and hamlets,
how few there are who avouch the Lord Jehovah
to be their Sovereign God. and Jesus Christ 1o
be their Saviour and their King, Look in upon
their families, how few acknowledge God there,
and bend their knees around the hearth-stone !
How few ever profess to live Gedly lives in Christ
Jesus! not a large majority of nominal
Christians enccr at everything likc scrious religion
as fanaticism and Mecthodism? Do not they
practically seek to strip this life of its connection
with a mighticr state of existence, and 1o reduce
the whole duty of manto a rourd of cmplay-
ments and recreations, which leaves God and
eternity oat of sight altogether?

But while there has been a great falling away
from the faith, there are still individual and local
revivals of religion, which testify that God hath
not forgotten to be gracions. Whil: the Church
has well nigh queached the Spirit, God is never-
theless carrying out his own work of gathering a
people together to himeelf; and he is waming
those who are his, to linger no longer about the
threshold, but* to draw near with trae hearts and
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with the full aszurance of fauh, into the holicst of 1 carnestiess emhrace and propagate thein, we can

all.”

1L The progress of despotians ig another $ign
of the present time.

A few yrars ago every anxons eye, and every
generoue heant was turned to Jutape 3 and asthe
panorama of fauhng dynasties and nsing consn.
‘utions  passed  befare our eyes, many fondly
Cnmpenned that a nudleanam o f civit nad reignious

Fheny had come at lenath, Fourvears are gone,
nned whereasat 2 It hath paseed awav et bike
cavson of themaht Who wond bave veatared
1 10 antiespate that fo bkt a moruing wonld <o

as now re<ts npon the natiens of Borope 2
would inve ventared to toretell, that i France
men wouild have been persecuted, amprisoned and
p banished for preackimg the Gespel, and disine
! buting tracts and Bibles, under the pretecee, that
they were revolutiomsts ! and that in Florence,
1 men, ave, and a tender wom i, would kave been
condemped to an infamens punishment o othe
galleys for read, 1z God's Wead.  In Austria, 1o,
there is the same hasharos persecution,  The
pnces of Europe have entered into an afliance
with Popery, the undisgmised aim of which is to
teample Liberty, both ¢ivil and rebigious, under the
izon heel of despatirm.  For the presemt alt is
peace; but ot 1 a femsfal stillarss,  Perbaps
whate [ now write, and long before this will
weet the eyes of my readers, that lowenr 2 thua-
der-clond which has so lony hung over Europe,
may have burstin allits fery.  Lnuoiz Napoieon
has cantered upon a course in impation of the
meteor-hke carecr of his great uncle, and wlere
all tus may end, Is known to God anly,  The
hberties of France are alceady destroyed, Ene
rope’s peace 13 threatened, and tmen's hearts are
faihing for fear of what 13 1o come nest.

‘I'iere is but one bright spot in Jurope, on
which the weary eye ean vest, and that is Britain,
the land of Sabbaths and of Bibles,  May she,
thraugh the grace of Gad, be spated, and enabled
to maintain her independence. Bat while she
remauns an asylum for the opressed, and holds
out her examplg to the nauous of Jurope, who
can for a moment loubt that she wiil be the ob-
ject both of batred a2+t fear, 10 those who seek
the toial eatmeuon of hbesty. It hecoemes the
Church of Ged, in tlus matter, to distingaesh the
signs of the tmes ; 2nd should the day of Eng-
la. Vs invaston ever arme, every heliever should
stand in readiness to press close around the ark of
the covenant. Cioihied with the irresistible aught
of meekness, it will beco ~e the Christian to stand
fast in the-evilday,and  +ch e the will of God,
he should be ready to ... .c his blood with that
of patriots and of saints.

1. Frein the signs of the times n conace-
tion 1tk the sure word of prophecy, we belicee
that a brief tunc of trouble is at hand,suck as
never has been and nerer will be again.

The limits of thae article will not admat of any
atiempt to $ay befare the readér an account of the
argument from the chironological prophecies by
which the conclusion hias been arsived at; noris
it necessary ¢ it is enough to s'ate the conclusion
wself to which all the students of propheey have
been brought viz. :—That we are upon the very
cve of the mullennivim—that while the day and
the hour is uncertain, there are uniistakable evi-
deaces of its near approach.  But it is distinctly
forcto'd that before the daws of that blessed day,
there i2 to be a time of featful trial to the cliarch,
and of awful vengeance upon the Gentilenazions
The time hasalready comne whea we hearot wars
and rumours of wars ; alrcady hath nation risen
up against natwn ; already there have been fam-
incs and pestilences and carthquakes in divers
places.  All these are but ¢ the beginning of sor-
vows.” TProphecies are now in the course of ful-
filment. 3Many false prophets have arisen and
are deceiving many. In view of the impostures
and the pretended signs and misacles of the pre.
seat day, and in view of the multitudes who arc

drawn away by such follics, and who with all

suon have been darkened by such a d-<mal e
Who |

i

1

hardly fml of arriving at the conclusion that the
prophieey has begun to be fultitled which declares
that * thege ghall arise false Christs and false pro-
phets, and shalt chow great signs and wonders; ine
somuch, that, i were possible, they shall deceive
the very elect.” Alas' how trueatis, that “niquity
aboundy, and the love of many i3 waxing cold.”
In conneenon with these prophecies theie 13 one
of a different eharacter which 12 als0 being bronght
to pass i a very remarkable manner, even now
the gosqel of the Lngdom is bemg preached
unto atl nations for a witness”™  From these ac-
cumpiating evidences we know that the end is at
hand.  \What 13 to accompnny aud follow these
events?  \We are distinetty told by our Saviour,
that then there ghall be,** great tnbulatien such
as was not from the begmning of the world 1o this
tune 5 no, nor cver shall be  Wlo knoweth
how eoan the abomnation of desolation spoken
of by Damel the prophet may be set upl See
Matt. xxiv., Mark a,

Yes, reader, 1 tme of fiery tnal is at hand.
1t beeomes you to examne the foundation of your
hope, for it will soon be proved and tnied as by
fice.  Werare on the eve of a stormny period,—
a period wluch will try every man’s work of what
sory 1t is,  ‘The chafl on the ihmshing floor of
Zon 12 10 be wiznowed out, and amid the omens
of coming storm, and the gatherings of a dark and
cloudy day, we affectionately Lfi up the warming
voice and ery, * Flee ye to the strong liold, ye
prisoncrs of bope ”

IV, dwad all that is omineus in the signs of
the tunes, we have Jehoral's assurance of the
sufety of the Ark, and a glorious morning of
wrarersal blessings which 1s soun to datea,

Hese the Saviour’s gracious inviration to his
church insuch a day as tins. + Come my peaple,
enter thou into thy chambers, and shit thy doors
ahout thee ; hide thyself as it were for a little
maomend, until the sndignation be overpast.”  The
atk of the covenant izsafe. Lake Noah'sark it will
ride securely on the top of the waters 3 it connot
be overwhelmed. Satan’s attacks are all the
more fierce, because he knewaerh that he hath but
a short e, But he wili not prevagl. He that
is for us is greater than he that is against us.
Hold fast thercfore the b ainmng of your confi-
denre firm unto the end. Though the man of sin,
that Son of perdition, clunb vp to the highest pin.
nacle of lus ascendancy, sofl the ark is safe, and
annd penls and persecution she shall not die but
Lve, and the very hour o7 her extremity will be
Gud's opportutty,

There ag truth in the old adage, that « the
datkest hour is nearest the dawn” When the
calammiies have yveached their height, « then
cometh the end”  And haw glorions the end?
What a brght prospect dawns on God's elect
people, when the Son of Man chall appear in his
kingdom, and the church of Christ ghall shine
forth as jhe stors for and ever, and the whole
cauth shall be £lled with the knowledge of God's
glory.

« Break sacted moming through the gky,

Liing that delighiful dreadful day,
Cuat short the hours, Dear Lord, and come,
‘Thy lingering wheels Low long they stay.”

We conclude with the following rematks :—

Ist.  This is time for cames: preparation. A
near eteruny i3 a very solemn thing. I it be trge
that the n.ght of darkness and perplexny is gath-
cring around us--if a judginent be at the door, say
impenitent reader, where will you look—to whom
will yon go :n that emergency 7 Oh! come to
Jesus,  Guilty, belpless sinner, come to Him, who
saith, * hum that cometh unto me I wall 1n no wise
cast out”  Cast yourself at the foot of the cross.
Rause the sirong fervent cry of urgent nccessity—
the cry of a penghing sinner—leave not without
peace and a blessing.  In Christ you will be like
Noah in the atk, or Lot in Zoar—no evil will
come nigh you.

nd. This is a time for faithful witness-bear-



