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even he had neyer rejected the offer of
salvation, as preached by Christ and
His Aposties. Like B3arabbas, he had
been a robber by profession. Iri the
resorts to wvhich hie had been accustomed
the Gospel had neyer been preachied.
Is there not some reason to believe that
hie, too, accepted the first offer?"

«Why, you ser desirous to quench
my last spark of hope." IlWhy should
I flot ? Such hope is an illusion!1 You
have really no promise of acceptance
at some future time. Now is the ac-
cepted tinie!i Begin now 1" IlHow
shaîl I begin?" »'Just as the poor
leper did wben hie met Jesus by the
way, and committed his body to the
great Physician in oreer to bc healed.
So commit your soul to Him as a
present Saviour. Then serve Him, fromn
love. The next, even the most comnion
duty of 1--fe, that you have to perform,
do it as a service to Rum. XVill you
acccpt the first offer ? Your eyes are
open to the peril. Bewvare of delay-
beware.' 1,You are right ; may God
help me. I fear I have been living in
a kind o! drearny delusion on this sub-
ject'"--Sclctcd.

IDUST TO DUST.'
Oit, blessing, wveating scmblance of a curse,

We fcar thea, thau stern scntence-yet ta bc
Linkcd to iminortal bodies were far worsc

Than ilius ta bc set frce

For iningliig with the Mie blood ilhrougli cach
vein

Thte vcnom of the serpent's bite lias rn
And only thius utiiglit bc expclled again-

Thus oniy healili bc wvon.

Shah wc nat thcn a graciaus sentence own,
Now since thc icprasy lias trcttccl througli

The cntirc housc, that Thou wilt tai<e it clown,
And bisild it allanew?

Build it tbis time sincc 11ota wvilt buiid again)
A holy bouse where rightm~usness rnay dwell;

And wc, thougb in the unbiilding t1hcrc will bc
pain,

Will stili iffirn-':is well.
-Richard Cheizcvix Trc,îch.

LAUGHING AT A CHILD IN RIIS
PRESENCE.

NOT long since I visited a Rindcr-
gaxten tvhcre there wcre a grcat maay
children bclonging to %vca1tbiy famulias.
One littlc fellow -would flot join in the
play or the work, prcfcrring to sit ia
an otutside room doing bis work nlone.
About hal! an hour prcvious to the
closing cxc.rciscs, flic mother and
graadmothcr calme in. The rnothcr
succccded in getting biat to go to a
table andi string some of thc 1 "lai!-

matin beads " with the other children,
wvhicb made him very happy.

As tbe teacher tvas having the chil-
dren corne to lier and bid her good-
morning, she asked this little fellow if
he would corne. 1-le walked up like a
littie man and said : IlGood morning;
this hias been a very pleasant day,
basn't it ? " in a very lotit, important
voice, as tbougb hie had been taught to
say this for special occasions. The
teacher paid no more attention to it
than she did to the swcet r.zmarks o!
the other children, but tbe niother andi
grandmotber wvcre so very much
amuseti they werc obliged to retire to
another room. They took the boy with
thera, andi I happencti to be in the door
vcry near them, andi I heard the mother
say in a loud voice : III didn't think he
would go aaywheie near bier," and
laughed as thougb it tvas the greatest
joke shbti ad ever bLard; in the mean-
time she tvas putting Ôn tbe child's
'%vraPS.

HIe %vas five ycars old, and the reason
for bis not joining %vith tbe other chul-
dren wvas vcry apparent. HIe appreci-
atcd the entire situation, andi will take
ativantage o! it.

If some people really tbougbt tbeir
cbildren had as littie disccrnmeat anti
appreciation of wvbat was going on
about tbem, as tbey seemn to give tbemn
credit for, tbey would be very Iikely to
disown tbem.

If ire expect tbe chiltiren to be little
mcn and womcn we must not treat
thein as wc wvould duatb animais. It
is sucb an easy matter andi requires 50

littie self-sacrificc and self-control to
-,vait anti enjoy the brilliancy o! tlieir
rcmnarks after thcy arc out of our
presence. But having hati tbcmt witb
us since tbey wcre babcs, it is biard to
realize hoiv soon thcy begin to appreci-
ate tbcir surroundings, and laoiv thicy
airc being talked about andi macle the
subject o! special consideration.

I-Iow ofîcn is the swvect simplicity.
ivbicb is the rjghtlul inheritance o!
every chilti, stolen from bui tbrougb
laugbing at it in bis prescnc.-The
Kiiîdc:rgar1cs.

Mir.s effect o! e-amnple is onc of the
ntost terrible thirigs la lifé. No onc
can tell bow far it extcnds. One man's
life or one man's thought-influcncing
la tura multitudes o! otbcrs-rnay go
clown through ages gatlîcring its tre-

Imendous harvest o! gooti or cvis.

SIN AND È;ALVATION.

WE. hear people talking sometimes
o! giving up sin by degrees, but that is
not Goti's methoti. Fancy a nian in a
buraing building, or one on a sinking
vessel, taking such a method as that.
1< is said that an ancient %varrior was
once presenteti by an cnemy witb a
beautiful garment. Not suspecting
cvil, lie put it on at once, but tiiscov-
ered the next moment that it iras lined
ivith a deadly burning poison wbich
stuck to bis flesh like flamîag pitch.
HIe did flot %vait and tak-e it off by de-
grecs. It fairly tore the flesh, but it
bati to corne off instantly. Andi 50
must sin be treateti by bimn who would
be saved.

WE ARY THE WAITING.
TîiERE's an end ta aIl tailing saine day-sweet

day!
But liaw wcary tha iaiting-weary!

Thiere'sa liarboursoincwliere ina 1îeacefulbay
WVherc the sails wilI bc furled and the shlp w!!!

lay
At anchar, saînewhiere in the fatr-aw.ty-

But it's weary thiawaiiing-wc.ary 1

Tiere's an end ta the sorrows of souls op-
prcssed,

But it'sw~eary tlîe iraiting-wecry!1
Sometwhiere iii tlîa future, irhien God tliinks

hast,
Ila will lay u% tenîlcrly down ta resi,
And roses will bloozin froni tua thiarns ia the

hreast-
But it's wenry the waiing-wearyl

There's an end to ili ituorlcl, iil lis stozi»Y
ir 3.. i.

But haw ircary the iraiuing-weary!
There's a liglit soinawbçlcrc tliat no clark can

clrown,
And* -. licre lif.!*s sad hiirdcns are ail laid

clown;
A crown-tlîank God !-for rcadi cross a crown,

But it's weary ubewav.itiiig-wc'rY!1
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LAUGIITER.

Titis is a festive scason. Gaicty is
at its hcigbit. Merriment is in the air.
There is much trutli in the olti adage,
"4Lauglih ad grotw fat." Who doesnot
cnjoy a gooti hearty laugb ? Andi yct it
lias, beca noticeti that z-bristiaa people

1do mot usîîally laugb so loud or so long
as worldly people. Arc tbcy lsshappy?
Surely not, for tlîcy have a '« peace
whiichi pa-ssctb aIl indcr.staadiag."
Thcy have a rcst o! soul which springs
out o! trust in the Lord %vbo looks aftcr
tlheir lîigbcst iatcrcsts both in this

world andi tac aext. Even in thc midst
o! sorrow thîcy posscss thuat rhîich is an
unfailing source o! coasolati


