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he would never sanction theit umian untl he
had sequired suflicient wenlith to maintain her
in a syle she had been®accustomed ta fram
hes chilthood.  From that hont the proud scnl
of Dayten awellel with amhition  Fagrrin
ssek Bia fartune in the ware, where ho hinped
1o win a pams mare congenial to the lfty
pride of Bartra, he ohtained a commiveion 3n
the army, which severed for yrars the deatest
tie that bound him ta hia native land,

Sinee his departom from the village, the claite
of C) Mortan, wha had kag entertains! an tin-
roqulted pasbm for Alies, worre renewed with 4
frequency of foserd attsntinn very AnRoTing o
hee feelingr.  [eing an intimate friend of et
father's, wealthy and of high standing. his elaim
10 reapect cansed har to repress the repuInanee
-Mfemo togard 1o his pretentions.  Thusem
bildenod, by & misconceivel sucress, and to (ur-
ther his o®n suit, (haviag previously lnlcrcega)
hat lover's Jettors,) he endeavoured th prove him
desd or Ineonstant,  But faitfag fn his baee at-
tempt 1o weaken her faith in his canstancy, and
despateing of ever realizing his hopes by gentle
mneans, he resortad tn the powerlol Infinence of
his wealth, Agresably to the salizitation of her
father, be loaned him a large smount of moniey in
pagar, subject 1o demand, which Mz, Burton in.
tended to liquidate on the gayment of & heav
note due him, in a few days; but the maker {ail-
ng o tusiness, diskonord his nete, which
piaced it holder, Me. Buttwn, vompletely in the
pawer of Col Morton,

A peritd of thare than three year had now
elaped since the departuee of Arthur Daylon:
duting which time not a line had been reccived
by Afiec that he evep lived. et her trosun
heart had encouraged the hopa that he sarvived,
and would return at the expiration of his arpnlnb
ed time; tut now that the time had expired by
saveral months, hope g"o way o despaic; and
in the deepest 1m;:uic of her sou! she mourned
him as among the slain. Since her farher’s late
cmbarrassment, the power of Col Morton, over
her dostiny began o axume a scrfons aspect.
He threatened her father with instant fmprison-
ment {or debk, unless he sanctioned with ber con-
sent thelr hinmediate univn. To save her only
remaining parrnetan the sacrifice of her own bap-

iness, she viclded; and he was forever released
rom his obligation by sigalng with her che mar.
riage contract. The day wav appoinied—the
fatal daythat was to consummate ber misery Her
heart melted at the idea of such an unhallowed
unlon ; yet it was to save an affectitoaze father
{from the ﬁloomy walls of & prison, which 10 his
proud soul was even worse than death,

*Yes,’ she mentally exclaimed, ‘I will save
him—at the sacred aftar 1 will caucrl mine ubli-
gatian to his heartiess dsenecumr.—und thea the
grave shall be m{ bridal ¢couch' in the bowm
of the cold earth, in virgin purity. [ will seck that
repose that hath been denied me on ts sucface.
And my dear Anthur.—ch*' no! not mo! it must
not be,—f would ba for ever lost to heaven and to
him.  Alas! what have [ rasbly meditated—oh!
my God) forgive me, bear with with me,~'twas
my momentary flight of reason shatleft my ’qw:b
ungnarded,~‘lwas madness,—'twas despair
* . ¢ . . € L] .
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It was a beauntiful morning, and the sun Jike
bars of gold, lag on the verdant hills and plains
afar, tasy and beaatlfal. The mornin‘ghhymn of
the birds went upwacd, rejoicing with the breeze.
The tree tops stirred on the llmn? winds and the
green leaves whispered to themselves in dalllance
sweet.  Thnealr was fragrant with the breath of
blossoms, and musical with the fow of rippled
waters, ‘for summer was the ums and sweet the
hoar' The dell of the village church, in slow
and measured tanes, announced the arcival of the
wedding suite. Slawly they moved along the
broad fsle, and approaching the sacred altar where
the priest was In waiting, arranged them.
selves fur the solemn ceremony. The bell had
ceaxed tolling, and a brcathles sflence reigned
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within the h.ly saneinary, save when benken by
the amithie wmes af the _Im

tani of matrimany.  The naptisls
| rindnd, the rampany dispersad 3nd songht their
earnages, And while the Calenel was in the art
ol etitering his own, # peatle tap on his arm ac-
reated hie attention, follawed by a reepartfnl byw
feom a sitanger who politely tendeend bim a nete.
Thtowing himerl{ besile hin hiade, and hastily
breaking tha eral b trad as folinwe

Viurane Horer, Da'tlork, AL M

Tn Correrr Moarow —~Sin~{ am happy tn
anknines to yon m{.:rﬂvul hers this motaing
and having buanintes ¢f momentonin intetest to
submit t your Cinsideration, as A genileman of
miliary disespline, honar, and talent 1 hope you
will favar me with an immadiate {nterview.

Yours in haete,
Mason Qrx. Metvier,

* And thie is indect, news ' exclaimed the Cn.
lonel, carefully refolding the note, for it was flat.
tering 1o his vanity, in being crmulied by so
Iamed and renowned & General as Melrille, the
teave the intrepid warriot, whose name wae {a-
maliar to avery ear; and whose deads, as his
virtues, were doar to every heart.  Arrived at the
dwelling houcs of his father-in-Jaw, the Colonel
and his bride received the usual congratulations
of nunerous friends and acqualntances, and after
2 svitable time had mfm?. he excuted himelf
an hour's abwence, pleading business of vital ine
terests and hastily enteting his cartfage, he soon
teached the hotel of the illusirious stranger. A
scevant in reply to his inquisy for the Geperal,
politely conducied him to & aplendid apariment,
and ese the door had firmly clored upon him,
aauther suddenly opened; but judzeof his asto-
nishmeat, his diamay, on finding himeclfl in the
presence of Arhur Daytos, In the fuil upiform
of Major General of the atmy. The Colonel
teing married in military costums, was apmed,
and grit«ping his sword, be dempnded an oxpla-
nation, for what he deemed an outrageous doc
tion fabricated for the parposs of uﬁinz bis Jile.

*By what authotity,’ he exclaimed, dare you
assume the hoaored tilz of Gencral Melyille

*‘Thebonored title of General,’ replied Dayton,
with 8 look of withering contempr, * § have wop
by nodle and daring deeds In bande; ‘such,' he
continued 0 A aarcastie tone, 'as never mads
yoa & Colonel; and, the pame of Blelvills was
that of & deceasod uncle, which conformably to
bie witl, L have legally inherited with an immense
esiate.  Thus, you see, Colonel Morton, there
has been no deception practised lu sceking this
interriew, which must prove fatal to ose, and
perchance to both uf us, * Nay, do not start—the
dours are secared—wo must fight, for nothin
loss than blood can wipe away the vengeance
havesworn, You have 1o me of that which
was dearer o me than life~my own devoled
Alice, yet do not flatter yourac){ that & victory
aver my ha[:plncu fs 0 casily achjcved, Bcbglc!
these acara! they were gained in battle—and |
bear no walice to the hand that dealt them, but
you, like an assassin_in the dark, have jnfiicled
upon my heart a wouud that caanot heal until 1
have made thy bride & virgin widow. lamanota
stranger to your ceimes, for I bave been fully
apprised of your duurd{y acts

*Dastard] By heavens?

* Nay, nay, Colonel put up your sword, and
reserve your valor 'tfl) a more fiuttng occasion;
twere a pity to dim fts lustre fog the first tme,
bg;an a‘tol violence, forl plodfc my hgnor you
shall bave ample cause to wicld it ere jong in
sell-detence.

*Then be it now,’ he replied * for thy insulting
tauntx,'~—2and, violendy thrusing hissword at the
General, who was unprepared for so dishonorable
an atack, wounded him severely in the left arm,
which groused the deadly ire of his soul that

t
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burst from hislipe.
¢ Awsaasin, (h& blood be t:son thy own head V'
and grasping his trusty aword, it Jeaped fashing

frem its scabbord, like lightning frum the hea-
rens, and furioay was the conflict; the clashing
of steel, and the hurried tread of feet, aroused the

oot adminivering the |
ing con-
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! tnmntes of the hrael, wha byret the Joor just as
the Ossirmel was sapgering with his /eath weand
Fortunately, they witreaend his Aying conlreeioa,
which firever releaent the ve Melvlile fremn
wotldly rensate

Summoning his acrvant, the General ondered
his carrigee, and harriedly leid the apartment,
feat they, Lon, shaald rerngnize in im pesson
of Arthur Daston, Great was the wender and
excitement created in the quirt village by this
fawl affair. The dAying words of Celansl Mar.
tan reflactal nolight nn the mysiery, farther than
to exonerate the General, acacting on the defen.
{sfve, Varlone were the ermiecintna in circuia.
 Wen, and while same suppean) the dpnte of
1 2 litary natute, otheraabovh their hapds, and mare

ﬁzbll{ deemnl {t—to use theit nwn fapguage—
‘an ol] grudge of long standing.’

Many were the eyes strained 12 catvh a glimpee
of the famosis Melville, wha, by this time, was
{tiding trom the village th his splendid eqnipage
j at the rate of twelve or fifteen miles an Jume
Ratto return o Alige,  What a favorablechange
4 f~w bours had wronght in bet condition,—and
haw apparently the reverse of fecling was maal-
fested  The amiles and congratulations of {riends
were changed o eondolence and aympathy, and,
although naturally thocked herself at the andden
catastrophe, yot, néverthelesa, Hke the captive un.
fettered and restored 1o frecdom, her heart beat
lighter, and her featores though pale and fve,
were more calm and collected. Dut alas! with
het those forlings wera transiiory ss an gvaneecent

leam of sunlight over a clouded heast; for
ﬁer own were horne on the wings of hvagi-
nation 10 the sapposcd

§ran of her bel.erd
Arthur.  And though she sighed over her Wikhied
hopes, still thare existed 8 being her bosem fondly
cherished—and that was ber father—io whotn she
now devotediy clung; undefiled s purity; as tha
pale and drooping lily clings to ita parentstem

Several days had elapaed nince the mysenons
occurrence, 48 telaMd @t the hotel, when one
evening the family of Mr. Burton were arvtieed
by the hasty pinging of the hall bell. The wer-
vant announced that a stranger lately arrived
from the wars, as the bearer of an important mes-
sage, desired an interview with Mr, Burtob and
his d;n hl!c,r ' N .

*Admit bim instantly ;' was the prompt reply
of Mr. Burton, as he aroec from his chxr{r, and
the last words had scarecly died upon his lips,
when a tall commanding figere, enveloped jna
military cloak, entered '.gc apartoent.  His fea-
tures were contealed by a mask, not wnusual in
the days to which our story refers Declining
the proferred seat, he introduced himself as the
friend of Arthur Dayton, X

‘ Arthur Daytoo!' repeated Alice and ber
father with one accord,—*and duves he live ¥’ she
eagcrly continued.

He does,’ replied the stranger, turping to
Alice, who sat~
* Pale and motionless, with lips apart
Like ancient sculpture of Italian art?

¢ And he bade me ask from thine own lips if
thou had ceased t6 love him, for reports reached
his exr—tbough his many letters hare bécn ua-
answered, yet, iady, his soul is 8o devoted o thee,
he dare not doubt thy coumstancy; and, through
me, he would learn his destiny.’

*Alas{ she aighed, and & tear as pure as the
dew of heaven, rolled down her cbeek—'since
thon art indeed his feiend, oh! telt him thatmine
eyes never gazed upon & single lins that was
dreathed by him—tel] him that my heart is un.
altered—that ft beats for him alone, as in the joy-
ous time when sorrow was a stranger to my bo-
som; obl say that [ Jore him yri—that his
image iablended in my dreams and In my pray.
ers—that when 1cease to think of him, lh:‘:gltll
that nourished my devotion will have departed for
ever” The altranger was evidently touched, for
a deep sigh from his bosom, followed the close o
her declaration,

¢ Lady,’ he replied folding his arms with ap
rent eom re, ‘Il would bid thee hope
brighter days—perchapce the tortune of thy love




