
FRIENDLY GREETINGS.

.(",0(. He -%vou1ld îît have teînpted Jesus if lio hnd
mot thoughit there ivas n, chance of succeeding ; lie dii
not knoiv tduit there i«as, and could bo, no sin in hlmii.
Pcrhaps hie even (lareil ta think that Jesuis, instcad
.(%f beiugr strengthiîeed by the loiy (iost, wouil bo
tiîrown off hlit1ý guaril by the gift Ire hiad Veceivcd.
.)csus had tahken ilian's liaturp, and manl is apt ta ho
Putfed up by q1iritual gifts ; but Josus Nvas iii 11 sucl
4lan ger, for thero wa amil, pairt of iiian's nature 'ivi
le lmnd not. takom-its qinfinoss.

Jesiîs wa teiiilýti'îl for forty uiayq! WVe often finît
temptatior, Ivrd an-l Inng L, -, ut oar Lard viîlird 11ire
than lIe e.1ils lis qervaultq ta) endli'v. lit' ate nî.-tlimg
-ili that tinie, but thnoughli H %waq afterwards liungry,
I lis strecugth '«as niiracuousiy hept Ill.

''lite thrve to~mptations tliat are mentionvil '«re tie
last, andu canme at the end of tic forty days. *esus
lind overcoine li hitherto ; but iio% lie -%vas hungry,

.and probably wvcak through fasting; Satan -wouid
therefore rnakec a last attack, perliaps lie xtighit over-
-cone non'. Our ruel enerny lins no pity ; hoe nover
spares us ; hoe ivill corne uponl us in our weakness, or
when ive :îre iii, or downheartcd, as ivcil as '«heu hoe
thiks us to ho puffcd up with pride.

Satan fits bis temptation to our case. Jesus 'vas
hungry; so lie tenptcd Hiixn lirst -%vith food. but
hoe has teniptations of various sorts ; if one does not
succced, hoe tries anothor. Thus lie did '«ithi our Lord.
Jestis hiad corne into the '«orld, Ikaving all His gicat-
ness and glory, and non' Ho '«as poor and Io%', for He
took, upoil HM the forrn of a servant: id Ho flot
wvish for groatncss ? Would Hie imot liko to rie over
the 'world into wvhich lic liad corne 1i This '«as the
noxt temiptation. It %vas nlot Satan's ta giveo; lie '«as
,a liar wlmen hoe sai(l it '«as ; but ho did olfer Jesus
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ai tho kingdozns of tho varld, if lie wouid %varship)

T1he last tomuptatioli ivas perliaps tho rnost crafty of
ail. Jesmîs ivould nul. %ork a mniracle at Sntan's
1iddtiný,' lier '«oluil lie fait dowil and %vorsliip himi;
but ntow Satan fourni a text in tho Word of God, amuI
temp11 tud Iiiii %with that. Ice quotcd tho '«ards arighit
-the Nvurds of the 91 st l'saiîn; but though tho
irds %vere riglht, Satan's use of thun '«as wromg andi

i iked. W~o are miat %vilftilly to run inta danger,
trusting tu Cati ta preservo us :that is I)restimtioi,
not faith ; temtitng God, ratier tîman trusting Ilim.
Jesus tiierefore %vould flot cast I-inmself domi. lie
answercd Satan's text '«iti aimother. Scripture, lîl<e
ail other gifts of God, inay ho inistisad. The tcxt
froimi Satazt's lips %vas omiy tho letter of Scripture mis.5
ajpilied : thiat %Vhich Jesus iîsed mias hoti 'the letter
and tho spirit.

Lot us nat ho surpriscd if toxuptation cornles. ht
'«iii corne ; Satan -%vill not let us alonc. But, han'evcr
painful it nay bo, it cannot overcome us, if '«e '«ateli
andi pray. That is -'«itat Jesus bids us d1o: Il Wateli
and pray, that yc enter nat into tomnptation." Prohabiy
Jesus sufféed '«hen Ho '«as tempted; though lie
could nat fa!!, yet Ho rnight bc pained. It is a had
sign if tenuptation does nat pain us ; if '«e liate sin, to
ho teniptcdl to sin nust ho pailif Il. B3ut hielp is aln'ays
ready; and aur Holper is far iniglitier titan our
tempter.

Clodi an forbid Satan to tenxpt us, ant i nake hilm
depart fram us, and s0 give us rest. But lot us flot
put off our arînour. Ho xviiI corne again, whcin God
lots hira. He doparted from Jeans oniy "lfur a
seaso. 'tuntil the tine '«lien lio tcnipted llim again.
Ho did tempt, Hlm again. . .

!tîoîv, alîô colnsiber fi iii tfitu tm tii nbcîîiee ~

1 ?~aI tlctt? voinrouis norkis of 45ob.
<150b. DetItroyiocmy iv. 39. Job x.wI:. 14.

31 tf? ba ON aIb--f£~ots on

FcC!esates VIL14 bo oîr wctys.

Coîxsiber .in tIat etibitreb ýron5iber one atiotpev to pro--
51C? contrcibiction of silîîners volie iunto IoiVe alîb to poob


