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daism have brought it us a grievious charge
against them. ‘Tho fact that no ohjection
was raised on this point, may be regarded
as conclusive evidence, that the inspired
psalms formed the matter of praise, as the
other Scnptures formed the matter of in-
struction, in the carly christinn church as
they had done in the ancient church. |
Viewing all these evidences combined, we
have the most valid reasons for regarding |
the inspired collection of poetry contained |
in the Bible, as the psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs referred to by the apostle ;
but not one reason for behieving that unin- !
spired poetry is intended, or that such was
used in the worship of God in the primitive
chuieh.

Mr. Harvey thinks it impossible, if we
sing the psalms and do not sing uninspired
hymns to fulfil the injunetion, * Give
thanks to God and the Father in the name |
of the Lord Jesus Christ, that is,” he says,
¢ the historical Christ, not the promised
Messiah known to the ancient church, but
the one Mediator, the man Christ Jesus.”
Does he mean to insinuate that the “ pro-
mised Messinh” and the “one Mediator,”
are different persons.  * The whole worship
of the church of God since the revelation
of the fint promise of mercey toman, has
been conducted through Jesus Chrisr. The
church of God in cvery age is one, the co-
venant of Grace is one, the Mediator is one, |
and to the church of Old he was as readiy
revealed as he is to the church of this day,
and was by her believing membeis as really
confided in for salvation as hy the saints of
the New Testament. The oisject of wor-
ship has always been the same, and the
great medium of aceas, the Son of God,
as Redeemer, has always been the same.
¢ There is not sulvation i any other.”” How
then can it be denied that the Old Testa-
ment worship was conducted in the name
of the Iord Jesns Christ. The language
of the Confession of Faith is: ** Religious
worship is to be given to God the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit,—and since the fall
not without a Mcdiator; nor in the media-
tion of uny other but Christ alone.” This
is the doctrine of the Preshyterian Church,
and of the Holy Scriptures, and Mr. Har
vey in subscribing this, * form of sound
words,” onght to understand it, and under
standing it, ought not to contradict it.
Will he maintain that no accepiable thanks
giving was offered to God under the Old
Testament dispensation ? If it was aceept-
table, it could only be so, by beiug offered
through Jesus Christ the one Mediator.
There is nothing more sapremely absurd,
than to suppose, that the Holy Spirit who
inspired holy men of Ol to write the
psalms for the use of the church in the ser-

vice of praise and thanksgiving in the sanc-
tuary, did not understand the economy of

| Redemption. The Holy Spirit who oper.

ates on the hearts of the subjects of grace,
and indited these spiritual songs, under-
stood well the scheme of mercy, and on no
other scheme, could he direet them to God.
Bat, perhaps, it will be contended, that
the express words and letters_coustitating
the sound in the name of Jesus, or for
Christ’s snke, are necessary for evangclieal
songs of praise. In how many, it may be
asked, of those uninspired hymns which
are used in the public worship of God, are
these to be found 2 Let Mr. Harvey count
the number, and tel? us how many, aud then
atone for the quibble by at least a secres
blush of gererous shame.  His objection is
utterly without foundation.

Again he says it is, ““ wondrous pitiful,”
to find men anwuing that we are offering
strange fire upon the altar if in our
songs of praise we name the name of
cesus.”  We ask Mr. Harvey d.d he not
know when he perned that statement, thas
he was misrepresenting his brethren, who
held views different from lis on the marter
ot praise in the sanctuary? Did he not
know, that it was not the name of Jesus in
the hynm, they objected to, but the intro-
ducing of huwwan hymns into service of
paise without a divine warrant. Those
who advocate the exclusive use of the in-
spired psalms, yicld to none in their love
and vencration for the name of Jesus, at
which every knee should bow, but they do
more, they revere the teaching and aun
thority of him who bears that name
Many who profess a great deal of respeet
for the nam. of Jesus, are not distinguished
for their regard to his teacding and au-
thority. Tn their estimation the whole merit
seems to consist in the sound of the name,
we hope that this will net apply to Mr.
Harvey, and in this we have the real germ
of ritualism. In the statement to which
we have referred, he hus not only done in-
justice to those brethren who differ from
him, but he has very unfairly misrepre-
sented them.

Agnin referring to the Genevan Reform-
ers, according to whese views of divine
truth, and chareh government, the Proshy-
terian church was largely noulded, . and
who restricted the matter of praise in the
sanctuary to the inspired psalms, he says-
“There are still a few in these days who
hold the same views™ on church psalmody
The object of this remark is evidently 1o
deprecinte their apinions, becaunse held by
comparatively few. But does the existence
of truth depend on the number of thost
who believe it? Ifso, Filate might well
ask, “what is trath?’ Does the truth of
the gospel depend on the number who be-
lieveit? Docs the inspiration of the Holy
scriptures depend on the number of those
who belicveit? Truth is the same whether




