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more capital, and thus lessen the chances of
failure. Grow no crops but good enes; large
yields per acre and fewer acres under the
plougli, produce nore wool, meat, butter and
cheise, and in duo time the profits of agri-
culture will comuiiare fa,.urably wnith those
of at.y other business, as suîrely as it lies at
the fuuidation of ail. .24 mîrieanî LRuîral
Jome.

The English Crops.

The North BritishA Mail gives a statement
in relation te the grain crops froin forty dif.
ferent points. The iollowing extracts will

give ai idea of the state of the crops :
" An agriculturist of fifty years' standing

describes the state of his wlcat and corn as
the worst in his experience. lIe believes
that it will be neither fit for man nor beast.
lin the whole parish the wheat crop is nearly
ruineid. The sprouting is such that in cor-
t.iin places the sheaf is se intertwined that it
does net require a band for support."
" Wheat uneut is sprouting in the stalk."
"Loig continuance of wet weather lias donc
fcarful injury te the crops." " More disas-
trous harvest weather has net been experi-
cnced luere for upwards of thirty years."
" Many fariners declare chat this year their
farminig will alimost prove a total failure,'
etc., etc.

Power of Recuperation in Land.

A rather remarkable instance in proof of
this position, lately came to my knowledge.

A farner res'ding about a hundred miles
te the eastward of Toronto, sowed broom
corn for sixteen consecutive years in the
same ground, andthe last crop was better
than the 5rst.

The stalks were very tall, quite equal te
any ordinary rank crop,only the brish, how.
ever, was taken off the land, the stalks were
rolled down in the fall, and in the spring
were all ploughed under, first, however, re.
civing a thorough harrowing, by which,-
and the winter's decay-they wero broken
up into short ,ieces. Immediately after
this ploughing, the land had each year been
planted again with the same crops, and se
far froin seeming te have become poorer, my
informant, who i perfectly reliable, states
that the crop appeared te grow better and
botter each year, no manure having been
used during the whole of the teurm above
mentioned.

This thoroughly well established instance
of land incrcasing in fe-tility, irstead of de.
creasing, by cropping every year with the
saine crop, may be food for a most valuable
investigation. There certainly is some part
taken away of the crop which the'land pro.
duces, although cnly a small portion, and
the mass of corn stalks ploughed under is
very great, still the principle is the same in
all caseand it has been a universallyrcceived
opinion, that this well establiahcd fact can

nover occur, viz., "that land, if continuously
sown with the same crop must become impov.
erisled," unîîless the msinerals abstractel are
replated. But in this instaice tley are pt
replace.d in toto. althougli a large portin
docs again lelp tu mako a niew crop, rtill ont
would imagine, if troom corn a ill do this,
and replace all the raquisites for a new crop,
ether things onght te do se also.

the re cent treatises on the broth
of the sugar.beet, the saine principle is found
most distinctly te apply, and larhd on which
tie beet-root has been grouîn for miany 3kars
in succesteon is richer this day, aId p osinccs
botter and heasier arops thai it dmd -. hn
first sown.

As a rule, ail leaves in the case of the beet
crops are ploughed under, and wlere practi.
cable, ail the root refuse (.cept sugar and
some potasl) are each year returned te the
soil. Extra manure is net required, and in
thousands of cases is never usý d, tho por-
tions of the root remaining, after extracting
the sugai, only being returned te the soil, te
reproduce a.other crop. By chemical anity.
sis, the sugar in a crop of wieat. supposing
the atarch all sacharized, would bc about
the saine, or somewhat under the quantity
of sugar produced and alstracted in a crop
of beets; whilst on the one band, the land
gets richer by simply retur ning the refuse,
(less the potash and sugar), and on the other
hand. in the case of growing a crop of wlieat,
and returning te the land the straw and
bran, it is well knownî the land would be.
come poorer I, ry year, providei consecutire
crops of wleat icere 9. own, and in case of the
beet, there is a much grecater subtraction of
potash than is known te be cnntained in
wheat straw, which in reality sould not be
cosunted as abstracted at al), as it always
gets back on the land in one fermi or
another. These are serions facts, and lead
a thirkng mind to pouder themn deeply.

'VE(CTIS.

Iowa.
The alnest unlimited quantity of grain

within the borders of our state this fall is
something maryellous. Our oats crop will
probably average as heavy as men were
ever called upon te harvest and secure. We
shal have immense quantities of wheat for
expert te less favoured regions. Of corn,
the liyliest imagination can hardly exceed
the actual fact. Wre have millions of acres
which'will average fifty bushels per acre,
net measured cobs and ail in a half bushel,
but mcasured in the waggon box, at 4,300
cubie inches te the bushel. In a day's ride
it is hardly possible to find a ficld of poor
corn. Of everything te eat there is plcnty
and to spare. Potatocs te freight the ship.
ping of the world, perhaps. Garden veget-
ables till we scarcely know their worth, and
dieples on nearly all the trees which ar poo
enough to bear. Truly we should be a
thankfti people, for man is net often se
highly favoured.-Osceola Sentinel.

A Private Drainage Fund.

To the Editor.

1.- I nastin tu subscreho to ai art:cle
fromt an Fssex Farmer, published ni your last
,.eeks issue, on the Drainage question
'aimers are ndebted te that gentleman for

brimgimig the sulyjct be'oro the publie. I
heartily cndorso all ho lias said, I can enter
into its feelings regarding tiese frog ponds
and quagmires for they ntersect imy farm
aise. Tio lieart siekens twice every year li
spring and harvest at these simells. I an
sinnlurly circimstauced as the Essex Fariner
haing struagled hard and my farn olcared,
and commenced stamping. I wrought too
long among the Government Drains in Scot.
land te be a chopper, but I amn death on
stimps, and if I hait the where-withal t»
drain the puddocks sltuldn't croak on niy
farm. But I take courage, seeing that we
haie a practical farmer at the head of tte
Agricultura Department, a man who thor-
oughly understands the state of the country,
and I believe interesteil in the welfare, and 1
ilatter myself that this agitation ever and
somthing like equilibrium restored, he vill
devote his energies to this sabject and estab-
lish a system of Drainage that will commend
itaelf to the inhabitants of Ontario, and
worthy of the name of McKellar.

AN OLD BRAINEil.
Egremont.

THx FOREIGN Hop CRoP.-The hop crop in
England the present year is said to be re.
markably fine, beingflarge, heavy in quantity,
and superb in quality. It i described as
being the fifth largest crop of the century.
The growth will average half a ton per acre.
As 60,000 acres were cultivated, the yield
will be, therefore, 30,000 tons, which is said
o be an excess of 7,500 tons over the annual

requirements of the brewing trade of the
country. The Belgium hop prospects are
aise represented as being remarkably heavy :
and at Nuremberg the crop will be from one-
third to one.half more thanlast year. From
Pleinfield, in the celebrated Spilt district, a
good average produce is expected. In the
lowerPalatinate (Rhenish Bavaria) one.fifth
more hops were grown the present year than
in the last season. Froin Hanover, likewise,
and indeed from almost ail the hop.growing
districts of Europe, alike favourable accounts
are received. The German, French, and
Belgiau crops are represented as being of
superior quality, the portion of brown or
diseased hops being unusually small. The
estimated value of this year's crop in Eng.
land is $18,000,000. Althougb there is an
increased consumption in Germany, France,
and Belgium, there will lie a considerable
surplus for exportation in ail thos (countries.
In the United States the crop will net supply
the home demand, although, according to the
agricultural census, the crop is sevenfold
what it was in 1850, the State of New York
pronucing two-thirdsof the whole amount;
se that large importations frem both England
and the continent are anticipated.

1872.


